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One Million Trees for the Moutere? 
How do we get to be so lucky to have been one of 10 
regions in New Zealand chosen to get funding to estab-
lish and develop the Moutere Catchment Revegetation 
Project?  Largely through the energy and foresight of 
Annette Litherland – a focused and knowledgeable 
woman who was born in Motueka yet grew up and lived 
most of her adult life in the North Island before choosing 
to return to this area.   

Annette returned to the Top of the South for a position as 
the New Zealand Landcare Trust coordinator 3 days a 
week.  This work is about helping farmers and landown-
ers to work within their environment and continue to de-
velop healthy and sustainable methods of farming.  The 
work grew when it included working with East Coast farm-
ers following the devastating Kaikoura Earthquake of 
2016; and working with the Chilean Needle Farmer Action 
Group.  It was through this NZ Landcare Trust work that 
Annette met and began to work with (the late) Bernard 
Simmons from TDC, and Sky Davies from the Tasman 
Environment Trust.  Together they hatched a plan to put 
forward a proposal for a Moutere Catchment group to 
become part of the Government’s One Billion Trees 
Catchment project.  They began with 30 – 40 folk on an 
email list and surveyed these.  The group now comprises 
165 landowners in the district, and interest is growing.   

In 2020 the Moutere Catchment Group received funding 
for 21,000 trees and in 2021 this has grown to 140,000 
trees with more trees anticipated over next 2 years from 
the One Billion Trees project.  This will include some 
management funding to help the Tasman Environment 
Trust with the administration of the project including em-
ploying Elliot Easton for 3 days a week to manage the 
Moutere catchment project.  Further developments and 
applications by Bernard led to funding from Kānoa – the 
Regional Economic Development & Investment Unit to 
assist with riparian fencing. We were granted funds for 
35km of fencing and with the contributions received from 
some of the landowners involved, this has grown to 50km 
of riparian fencing in the district.  This was all part of the 
covid-19 funding with a focus on job creation. 

Now the Moutere Catchment Group has its own 3 com-
munity nurseries dedicated to propagating and growing 
plants for future plantings – these are sited at Whenua Iti 
Outdoors, at Upper Moutere School and at MoTec 
(Parklands School).  The group have forged relationships 
with forestry contractors to work to reduce the sediment 
flowing through the valley and into the inlets thereby 
harming birds and estuary wildlife.  Te Rahi o Tane 
(Trees that Count) have become involved providing trees 
in the initial stages of the project and to allow the project 
to grow. 

But back to Annette – who is this amazing woman?  An-
nette spent most of her growing years in a market garden 
in North Auckland but spent her school holidays with her 
grandmother and Aunts in the Motueka area.  When she 
left school, she ventured back here and worked a tobacco 
season before completing an Agricultural Science degree 
at Massey University followed by a PhD in the seasonality 
of wool growth, and then 2 years of post-doctorate work 
in the United States studying ruminant nutrition.  A period 
of applied science, farm systems, 2 children, extension 
projects and much more.  Eventually Annette decided it 

was time to get some practical knowledge and she spent 
time on 6 different sheep and beef farms working for food 
and board, developing skills as a shepherd and running 
her own team of dogs.  She studied farming systems and 
methods and ended up on Lockinvar Station in the central 
North Island for 4 years as a farm technician focusing on 
pasture cover and animal health issues.    From there to 
Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre in Masterton where 
she helped to set up and teach the Massey Diploma of 
Agriculture.  This background in applied science and in 
teaching has helped Annette as she has offered us in the 
Moutere workshops on environmental planning and plant-
ing, seed collection, preparing environmental plans and 
holding zoom trainings on how to map our properties 

And what is next for Annette – she has now stepped back 
(at the end of May 2021) and passed over the Moutere 
Project management to Elliot but she remains willing and 
able to help.  Annette still has her work 3 days a week 
with NZ Landcare Trust and is focusing on building her 
new home in the Motueka Valley, planting out her land, 
and thinking about how she can develop skills, start more 
catchment groups and help farmers through this tough 
time with pressures coming on around water quality and 
greenhouse gases.     

Watch this space and keep an eye on what is happening 
in this region by googling Moutere Catchment Group.   In 
years to come generations of Moutere folk will be grateful 
to the work and energy of Annette in helping to re-
establish the bush and wetlands which once before filled 
the valley - providing home to myriad wildlife. 
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevine—you help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month. 

Please email your print-ready ad (jpg or png preferrable) to—
umograpevine@hotmail.com.  The following prices apply 

for advertising: 

∞  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

∞  Business card size advertisement: $12 

∞  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

∞  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

∞  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items 

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 

from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 

make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 

are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 

venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 

our costs—see above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available at 

www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine courtesy 

of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 

constructed by volunteers: Rachel Field, Edith Bulle, Beverly 

Sellers, Jenny Leith, Sharon Beuke, & Saree Dickson  

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR ACCOUNTS 

AND LAYOUT — PLEASE CONTACT US! 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 

necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 

every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 

information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 

no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 

consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 

advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 

product or a service. 
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What are the opportunities for catchments from reducing 
climate emissions? 

Moutere Hills Community Centre, 1539 Moutere Highway, 
Upper Moutere 7175. 

1 July from 6 pm to 8.00 pm 

Speakers 

Rod Oram, award winning business journalist and author. 
Climate change speaker. 

Guy Salmon, Ecologic Foundation (Nelson). Officer of the NZ 
order of Merit for services to the environment. Climate 
change 

Annette Litherland, NZ Landcare Trust regional coordinator 
Nelson/Marlborough. Farm systems Scientist. 

Topics covered. 

Why methane is an important driver of the climate crisis? 

Are there opportunities for catchment zero carbon certifica-
tion? 

Can we work with nature and restore ecosystems and help 
the climate crisis? 

Can we find win-win farm systems changes, that make more 
profit and reduce methane? 

The Grapevine    July 2021 

From the Editors: As always, things move on in our 
community – it is with grateful thanks that we fare-
well Miriam and Annabel from the editorial Team – 
they have both done an amazing job in the last few 
years to keep this monthly newsletter going to print, 
and reaching your households. 

URGENTLY we need someone to take over the 
monthly accounts – this is a great voluntary job for 
someone – lots of responsibility and no pay! 

We would also like someone to consider compiling 
the Grapevine each month – if you have good com-
puter skills this can be a fun task. Saree would like to 
step away from this in the next few months so needs 
to share her experience with a replacement. 

Finally -we would like others to join the writing team 

from time to time – new ideas and new energy. 

Please get in touch at umograpevine@hotmail.com 
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All the Fun of the Ford 

Floating fifty-dollar notes, a dramatic flower delivery and a kick 
start for a career change……  

Stories abound about folks who have run aground in the Wills 
Road ford over the years. A lot of the time the Moutere River is a 
peaceful little stream, but it can be deceptively dangerous, espe-
cially after heavy rain. The water rises and subsides quickly but 
leaves lots of soft silt and loose stones, and is always changing. 
We talked to some nearby residents – and here are some of their 
tales…. 

A bunch of flowers sent by a local lad living in London to his Mum 
for her birthday were being delivered by a TNL truck and trailer. 
A big enough rig for a flower delivery, and a big enough rig to 
remove when it didn’t make it through the river! When the 
farmer who towed it out with his tractor found the flowers were 
for his wife, he was unamused, commenting “Bloomin’ big effort 
for a bunch of birthday flowers.” 

Then a salesman from Southland in his half-submerged car re-
fused to contribute to the cost of his rescue. The tractor driver 
helped himself to one of the fifty-dollar notes that were clearly 
visible floating in the water inside the car, towed it out and drove 
away. He chose not to wait until the driver discovered that his 
car would not start due to water in the distributor. 

Following one flood there was so much sand in the ford that it 
was treacherous for a tractor, but one determined van driver 
ventured in anyway. At that time the sign said, ‘Ford not suitable 
for light vans’ - he decided his van was ‘heavy’! With water up to 
the windscreen he had to dive down into the river to attach a 
tow hook. Then, after being hauled out he ignored advice not to 
try to start the van, promptly blew up the motor and split oil all 
over the road. During a chance meeting a few weeks later with 
the farmer who had rescued him, he said it was the best thing 
that ever happened -  his furious boss  fired him, so he joined a 
band, something he had always wanted to do, and was loving his 
new life! 

Neighbours alerted by loud yelling in the middle of the night 
found a young woman who had driven her boyfriend’s low-slung 
boy racer down the river, believing it to be the road. Ouch! The 
car was in bad shape and stuck fast and it’s not known if the rela-
tionship survived…. 

An English tourist who had total trust in his GPS flew down the 
road, past the warning sign and straight into the water. He man-
aged to slither out a window and arrived soaking wet to ask for 

help to retrieve his elderly father from the 
submerged car. Safely wrapped in blan-
kets, with hot drinks in hand, clothes in 
the dryer and cash drying in the sun, he 
remained terrified of calling his wife. They 
had opted not to take out insurance on 
the brand-new rental car. 

Another time it was an embarrassing date 
for a sugar daddy in a Jag – some very wet 
expensive clothing and a very wet bedrag-
gled girl mopping mascara off her face.  

One resident invited a friend who needed some R & R for a 
peaceful stay in the country, only to be woken before dawn by a 
loud expletive echoing through the still morning air. Soon fol-
lowed by shouting and loud banging on every door as a very dis-
gruntled truckie circled the house demanding help. The two 
women chose to be ‘not at home’, it was enough for the lady to 
console her terrified friend. The out of town truckie had driven 
his truck and trailer load of hop poles into the river and the 
wheels were embedded on the bottom  – ‘I was just following 
the GPS!’ 

A confident character in a flash 4WD, who chose to ignore the 
sign and the flooded river, quickly found himself mired in the 
murky water. His angry and demanding attitude didn’t wash with 
the locals, who opted not to retrieve his stuck truck. The local 
bush telegraph meant that there were soon several amused ob-
servers on the swing bridge above, while he refused to call a tow 
truck and one of his friends tried, but failed, to pull him out. He 
shouted to the watchers on the bridge “It’s not funny”, to which 
came the wry reply, “Actually it is!!” 

And a local had seen Dad take a tractor through high water sev-
eral times with his feet resting up high to stop the gumboots 
filling. He decided ‘if he can do it I can’ and in he went. With wa-
ter coming up over the cab, he put his head under to change the 
hydraulics from rear to front to lift the front end loader out of 
the water, was swept 100 meters downstream, lost the load of 
hay, and had gumboots very full of water! Luckily the back tires 
grabbed onto some terra firma and he crawled back up to the 
ford with the pressure of the water keeping the tractor upright. 
He calmed his nerves by smoking two cigarettes in quick succes-
sion, which, by some miracle, were still dry. 

Of late such fun in the ford has become less common, thanks in 
part to the sign being shifted to a more ‘in your face’ spot on the 
road, and the blacking out of one word. It did read ‘Ford usually 
unfit for cars,’ now it’s minus the ‘usually’ and simply states ‘unfit 
for cars.’ But is that enough to stop folks running risks with the 
river, overestimating vehicles, underestimating floodwaters, 
waving away the warning, and blindly following GPS. 
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Randal in the old off licence, the original press in the background 

 
 
Whole Barley  
25 kg bags  
$20 per bag  
 
 
Phone 021 454 731  or 03  526 7004 



 

12 

The Grapevine    July  2021 

Native & Tree Lucerne 
Plants 

for Sale 

$2.50 each 

Approximately 500 mm High 

in 7cm pots 

 suitable for reveg. plantings 

 

Contact Kōtare Liners 

Upper Moutere 

on  

021 244 8155 

for more information 

Desperately seeking our 

new home sweet home to 

buy. Anything considered.  

Please contact Sylvia and 

Rick 021 1289675  

Help Required for casual housekeeping. 
Pleasant conditions approximately 6 
hours per week. Tidy house in Upper 
Moutere. 
Flexible times. Ph 5432 928 

Moutere Volunteer Fire Brigade 

Call outs for Month of May; 

2nd;  Medical Call, Neudorf Road (stood down before 
arrival) 

26th;  Powerlines down, Gardener Valley Road. 

 

Letter to the Editors: 

Loved that article written by Randall McMurtrie 

in the May edition of the Grapevine – more 

from that man please!   Vck 



 

13 

The Grapevine    July  2021 

In the late 1970s Michael Edwardes bought 5 acres (2ha) of 
land up Flaxmore Valley from his brother – he bought the flat 
area because of its wet paddocks, its streams, gorse and its 
reeds – a veritable wasteland!  Although at that time Michael 
knew little about gardening - with his brother Lance, they cre-
ated  a lake surrounded by a garden of beautiful trees.   

The first hole Michael dug to plant a tree filled with water, 
and was still full of water 3 weeks later.  Eventually he 
planted a rhododendron in the hole and 40 years later it is 
still flourishing in that same spot. 

Michael purchased and moved onto the site a 1920’s school 
house and had it converted into a home with the help of tal-
ented local builders – now known as Quail Cottage.  It is this 
beautiful cottage which remains at the centre of what is now 
an extensive country garden.  Michael’s philosophy was al-
ways to start with /at the house and work outwards. In all his 
many plantings he has considered the view from the house, 
and despite the many many mature trees, he has retained a 
wonderful view down the valley to the (currently) snow-
capped Mt Arthur range. 

Initially of course, there was no shade, but those days are 
long gone.  Today it is a winter oasis - with twisting paths, 
arched bridges, dense plantings and generous vistas.    

The big thing about living in the Moutere Michael says, is that 
we get 4 seasons so he has always planted with that in mind 
and the garden has its features in all seasons – he sees au-
tumn as the most spectacular, but the succession cycle really 
begins in winter with the hellebores in mid-winter; moving to 

drifts of daffodils by September; then bluebells in the wood-
land area and in early summer – rhododendrons, viburnums; 
then roses and perennials and then into the spectacular suc-
cession of autumn colours . 

The toughest part these days is mid-summer when it is so dry 
– he says it is amazing how the garden revives at the end of 
February leading to those autumn colours. Over the years 
Michael says he has lost many trees and plants – lots of them 
drowned - he says it is ok for them to have their roots in the 
water, but not their ankles!  With the wisdom of hindsight 
Michael says what is important in the Moutere is to put the 
tough trees in first – Liquid Ambers, Pin-oaks, weeping willow 
and Silver Birch to give a framework and protection - as they 
begin to grow and give shade it is possible to think about the 
other plantings such as swamp cypress, iris, dawn redwood, 
maples, maples and more maples all of which enjoy the 
Moutere clays. 

For more than 20 years Michael owned and managed Copper-
field’s giftware and kitchenware shop in the middle of Nelson, 
followed for a time by The Green-ginger Company selling simi-
lar beautiful wares, but these days his time is filled with the joy 
of planning and constantly developing his extensive garden and 
focussing on the wildlife the lake and garden bring- he now has 
breeding black swans, ducks, and scaup.  

The Making of a Garden 
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Lumps and bumps 

We quite often discover lumps on our animals especially as they 

get older.  Some lumps are temporary such as abscesses and 

enlarged glands.  But some lumps are permanent and may re-

main the same or may change over time. 

Any of these permanent lumps are considered to be tumours but 

not all of them need to cause concern.  A benign tumour tends 

to grow slowly by pushing other types of cells out of the way and 

doesn’t damage other parts of the body.  Malignant tumours are 

the ones we worry about as they can invade nearby organs and 

spread to other parts of the body.  Malignant tumours are what 

we refer to as cancer. 

Sometimes we can identify a lump just by looking at it but if not, 

the first step is to do a simple needle biopsy.  This gives us a 

sample of cells which we identify using a microscope.  We can 

usually tell which sort of cells they are and whether they are 

cancerous.  This helps us decide whether it’s necessary to sur-

gically remove the lump or not, and how to do the surgery if we 

need to.  

A lump should definitely be checked out if: 

 It is growing rapidly 

 It suddenly gets bigger after being the same size for a long 

time, or goes up and down in size 

 It changes in appearance e.g. was smooth but is now knob-

bly, or was soft and is now hard 

 It starts to bleed or annoy the animal. 

We sometimes surgically remove benign tumours too.  The main 

reasons would be if the tumour is in an awkward place such as 

on an eyelid, in the ‘armpit’, under a collar, or it’s getting 

knocked about by the animal. We don’t remove benign tumours 

if they simply don’t look very nice. 

If we do need to remove a lump for whatever reason, sooner is 

better. The longer it is left, the bigger the surgery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canine cough 

The Canine Cough outbreak that occurred around NZ during 

summer and autumn seems to be easing – in our area anyway.  

We are still seeing cases but only a few per week rather than 

many per day.   

This outbreak was a reminder that dogs don’t need to be going 

to boarding kennels to get Canine Cough.  It can be spread 

anywhere dogs come into contact with other dogs. 

So vaccination is still our best bet for all social dogs.  It’s a simi-

lar situation to our human Flu vaccines in that they don’t give 

100% protection against the many possible microbes that can 

cause Canine Cough but some protection is better than nothing. 

There are several different vaccines available that we can tailor 

to your dog’s vaccination program. 
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Upper Moutere Nursery  
Our seeds from this years seed gathering have sprouted and we 
now have our fingers crossed they will continue to thrive so we 
we can prick them out into root trainers whe they are strong 
enough. We are hoping to have around 2000 plants ready to 
plant out next year. 

Last years seedlings have flourished and are now ready for the 
Moutere Catchment team to direct us to where we can help 
plant them . 

We hope that we can repeat the success of last year.  

After our first year of growing the natives from seed we 
realised we needed to extend our shade house, especially to 
provide an appropriate hardening off area. We have plans for 
this and have given the green light for this to be built. Once this 
is done we can have irrigation installed. This will help us keep 
the water up to our plants, especially over the summer when 
we are not here. 

We have been lucky to receive a grant of $1200 from The Sarau 
Trust to help us fund the purchase of potting mix for our 
planting on and also to go someway to funding the irrigation 
costs. 

We are also lucky to have parents with the skills we need who 
we can ask to help us....and they do! 
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THE WRITE BIAS 

TASMAN ART FOCUS GROUP (TAFG) 

The prestigious Tasman National Art Awards, which last showed in 2019, is back in force for 2021 after the 

covid interruption of 2020. 

Entries are already coming in and the Awards are open to all artists living within New Zealand.  Initial applica-

tions are made via email to Glenys Forbes and all the details are available on the website along with a download-

able application form.  www.tasmannationalartawards.nz 

It is important to read the application form carefully and follow the guidelines for the email entry. 

The closing date for applications is 6th August but there is no payment at this preliminary stage. 

The prize pool has recently increased to a total of $10,000 allocated as: - 

Supreme Winner: $3,500 

Four Merit Awards: $500 + products valued at $750 

Focus Award (Portraiture): $500 

Medium Award (Water Colour): $500 

People’s Choice Award: $500 

The free exhibition will run in the beautiful Māpua Community Hall from Sunday 3rd October until Saturday 

16th October with the grand Opening Night starting at 7 p.m. on Saturday 2nd October; plenty of dates to log in 

your diaries.  

This exhibition is a real coup for our community and I encourage you all to check us out on our website or alter-

natively the Tasman National Art Awards Facebook page.  The members of the committee look forward to wel-

coming you all. 

If you would like to be involved in any way, please make contact with team leader, Glenys Forbes on 03 540 

3388 or by email gmforbes@ts.co.nz 

Sue England 

News from Māpua Bowling Club 

 

The new committee, now technically called a board, was elected in at the well-supported Annual Gen-

eral Meeting on Saturday 29th May.  Winter might be quiet out on the green but planning and mainte-

nance continue apace in readiness for the new season.  The green keeper has announced that Opening 

Day is scheduled for Saturday 18th September and it will be wonderful if the sun could shine. 

Several Māpua members continue to play on artificial surfaces away from home at Wakefield, Rich-

mond, Motueka and Tahunanui.  These four clubs all offer winter programmes of tournaments and roll-

ups. 

The new Catering Team of Di McBride and Margie Dillon have set a high benchmark with delicious sup-

pers at our Friday evening socials.  Worth coming along to meet us just for the soup, pasties and 

wedges; the Club is open on the first and third Fridays of every month starting around 5 p.m.  Pool, 

darts, cribbage, carpet bowls and conversation are always on the go and of course, the bar is open. 

For any information about bowling, coaching or booking the clubhouse and facilities, please contact 

the secretary, Di Blanchet on 03 540 2627 or check out our website, sporty.co.nz/māpuabowls 

Sue England 

http://www.tasmannationalartawards.nz
mailto:gmforbes@ts.co.nz
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03 526 7882  
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 2 ton excavator 

 Augering/stump grinding 

 Site Works 

 Retaining Walls 

 Fencing 

 Small Hedge/Shelterbelt trimming 

 3.7m high—top at 2.8m 

 Free Quotes 

 Based in Harley Road 

 Now offering a stump grinding service 
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admin@motuekaelectrical.com  
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www.markcareycontracting.co.nz  
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http://www.markcareycontracting.co.nz/
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