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One Million Trees for the Moutere?  
How do we get to be so lucky to have been one of 10 
regions in New Zealand chosen to get funding to estab-
lish and develop the Moutere Catchment Revegetation 
Project?  Largely through the energy and foresight of 
Annette Litherland ï a focused and knowledgeable 
woman who was born in Motueka yet grew up and lived 
most of her adult life in the North Island before choosing 
to return to this area.   

Annette returned to the Top of the South for a position as 
the New Zealand Landcare Trust coordinator 3 days a 
week.  This work is about helping farmers and landown-
ers to work within their environment and continue to de-
velop healthy and sustainable methods of farming.  The 
work grew when it included working with East Coast farm-
ers following the devastating Kaikoura Earthquake of 
2016; and working with the Chilean Needle Farmer Action 
Group.  It was through this NZ Landcare Trust work that 
Annette met and began to work with (the late) Bernard 
Simmons from TDC, and Sky Davies from the Tasman 
Environment Trust.  Together they hatched a plan to put 
forward a proposal for a Moutere Catchment group to 
become part of the Governmentôs One Billion Trees 
Catchment project.  They began with 30 ï 40 folk on an 
email list and surveyed these.  The group now comprises 
165 landowners in the district, and interest is growing.   

In 2020 the Moutere Catchment Group received funding 
for 21,000 trees and in 2021 this has grown to 140,000 
trees with more trees anticipated over next 2 years from 
the One Billion Trees project.  This will include some 
management funding to help the Tasman Environment 
Trust with the administration of the project including em-
ploying Elliot Easton for 3 days a week to manage the 
Moutere catchment project.  Further developments and 
applications by Bernard led to funding from KǕnoa ï the 
Regional Economic Development & Investment Unit to 
assist with riparian fencing. We were granted funds for 
35km of fencing and with the contributions received from 
some of the landowners involved, this has grown to 50km 
of riparian fencing in the district.  This was all part of the 
covid-19 funding with a focus on job creation. 

Now the Moutere Catchment Group has its own 3 com-
munity nurseries dedicated to propagating and growing 
plants for future plantings ï these are sited at Whenua Iti 
Outdoors, at Upper Moutere School and at MoTec 
(Parklands School).  The group have forged relationships 
with forestry contractors to work to reduce the sediment 
flowing through the valley and into the inlets thereby 
harming birds and estuary wildlife.  Te Rahi o Tane 
(Trees that Count) have become involved providing trees 
in the initial stages of the project and to allow the project 
to grow. 

But back to Annette ï who is this amazing woman?  An-
nette spent most of her growing years in a market garden 
in North Auckland but spent her school holidays with her 
grandmother and Aunts in the Motueka area.  When she 
left school, she ventured back here and worked a tobacco 
season before completing an Agricultural Science degree 
at Massey University followed by a PhD in the seasonality 
of wool growth, and then 2 years of post-doctorate work 
in the United States studying ruminant nutrition.  A period 
of applied science, farm systems, 2 children, extension 
projects and much more.  Eventually Annette decided it 

was time to get some practical knowledge and she spent 
time on 6 different sheep and beef farms working for food 
and board, developing skills as a shepherd and running 
her own team of dogs.  She studied farming systems and 
methods and ended up on Lockinvar Station in the central 
North Island for 4 years as a farm technician focusing on 
pasture cover and animal health issues.    From there to 
Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre in Masterton where 
she helped to set up and teach the Massey Diploma of 
Agriculture.  This background in applied science and in 
teaching has helped Annette as she has offered us in the 
Moutere workshops on environmental planning and plant-
ing, seed collection, preparing environmental plans and 
holding zoom trainings on how to map our properties 

And what is next for Annette ï she has now stepped back 
(at the end of May 2021) and passed over the Moutere 
Project management to Elliot but she remains willing and 
able to help.  Annette still has her work 3 days a week 
with NZ Landcare Trust and is focusing on building her 
new home in the Motueka Valley, planting out her land, 
and thinking about how she can develop skills, start more 
catchment groups and help farmers through this tough 
time with pressures coming on around water quality and 
greenhouse gases.     

Watch this space and keep an eye on what is happening 
in this region by googling Moutere Catchment Group.   In 
years to come generations of Moutere folk will be grateful 
to the work and energy of Annette in helping to re-
establish the bush and wetlands which once before filled 
the valley - providing home to myriad wildlife. 
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevineðyou help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month . 

Please email your print-ready ad (jpg or png preferrable) toð
umograpevine@hotmail.com.  The following prices apply 

for advertising : 

Ð  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

Ð  Business card size advertisement: $12 

Ð  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

Ð  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

Ð  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items  

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 

from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 

make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 

are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 

venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 

our costsðsee above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available at 

www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine courtesy 

of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 

constructed by volunteers: Rachel Field, Edith Bulle, Beverly 

Sellers, Jenny Leith, Sharon Beuke, & Saree Dickson  

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR ACCOUNTS 

AND LAYOUT ð PLEASE CONTACT US!  

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 

necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 

every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 

information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 

no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 

consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 

advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 

product or a service. 

The Grapevine    July 2021 
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What are the opportunities for catchments from reducing 
climate emissions? 

Moutere Hills Community Centre, 1539 Moutere Highway, 
Upper Moutere 7175. 

1 July from 6 pm to 8.00 pm 

Speakers 

Rod Oram, award winning business journalist and author. 
Climate change speaker. 

Guy Salmon, Ecologic Foundation (Nelson). Officer of the NZ 
order of Merit for services to the environment. Climate 
change 

Annette Litherland, NZ Landcare Trust regional coordinator 
Nelson/Marlborough. Farm systems Scientist. 

Topics covered. 

Why methane is an important driver of the climate crisis? 

Are there opportunities for catchment zero carbon certifica-
tion? 

Can we work with nature and restore ecosystems and help 
the climate crisis? 

Can we find win-win farm systems changes, that make more 
profit and reduce methane? 

The Grapevine    July 2021 

From the Editors: As always, things move on in our 
community ς it is with grateful thanks that we fare-
well Miriam and Annabel from the editorial Team ς 
they have both done an amazing job in the last few 
years to keep this monthly newsletter going to print, 
and reaching your households. 

URGENTLY we need someone to take over the 
monthly accounts ς this is a great voluntary job for 
someone ς lots of responsibility and no pay! 

We would also like someone to consider compiling 
the Grapevine each month ς if you have good com-
puter skills this can be a fun task. Saree would like to 
step away from this in the next few months so needs 
to share her experience with a replacement. 

Finally -we would like others to join the writing team 

from time to time ς new ideas and new energy. 

Please get in touch at umograpevine@hotmail.com 
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All the Fun of the Ford 

Floating fifty-dollar notes, a dramatic flower delivery and a kick 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧΧ  

Stories abound about folks who have run aground in the Wills 
Road ford over the years. A lot of the time the Moutere River is a 
peaceful little stream, but it can be deceptively dangerous, espe-
cially after heavy rain. The water rises and subsides quickly but 
leaves lots of soft silt and loose stones, and is always changing. 
We talked to some nearby residents ς and here are some of their 
ǘŀƭŜǎΧΦ 

A bunch of flowers sent by a local lad living in London to his Mum 
for her birthday were being delivered by a TNL truck and trailer. 
A big enough rig for a flower delivery, and a big enough rig to 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΗ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
farmer who towed it out with his tractor found the flowers were 
ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀƳǳǎŜŘΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ά.ƭƻƻƳƛƴΩ ōƛƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦέ 

Then a salesman from Southland in his half-submerged car re-
fused to contribute to the cost of his rescue. The tractor driver 
helped himself to one of the fifty-dollar notes that were clearly 
visible floating in the water inside the car, towed it out and drove 
away. He chose not to wait until the driver discovered that his 
car would not start due to water in the distributor. 

Following one flood there was so much sand in the ford that it 
was treacherous for a tractor, but one determined van driver 
ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨCƻǊŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ 
ŦƻǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǾŀƴǎΩ - ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǿŀƴ ǿŀǎ ΨƘŜŀǾȅΩΗ ²ƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ 
the windscreen he had to dive down into the river to attach a 
tow hook. Then, after being hauled out he ignored advice not to 
try to start the van, promptly blew up the motor and split oil all 
over the road. During a chance meeting a few weeks later with 
the farmer who had rescued him, he said it was the best thing 
that ever happened -  his furious boss  fired him, so he joined a 
band, something he had always wanted to do, and was loving his 
new life! 

Neighbours alerted by loud yelling in the middle of the night 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƘŜǊ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƭƻǿ-slung 
boy racer down the river, believing it to be the road. Ouch! The 
ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ōŀŘ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŎƪ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀπ
ǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΧΦ 

An English tourist who had total trust in his GPS flew down the 
road, past the warning sign and straight into the water. He man-
aged to slither out a window and arrived soaking wet to ask for 

help to retrieve his elderly father from the 
submerged car. Safely wrapped in blan-
kets, with hot drinks in hand, clothes in 
the dryer and cash drying in the sun, he 
remained terrified of calling his wife. They 
had opted not to take out insurance on 
the brand-new rental car. 

Another time it was an embarrassing date 
for a sugar daddy in a Jag ς some very wet 
expensive clothing and a very wet bedrag-
gled girl mopping mascara off her face.  

One resident invited a friend who needed some R & R for a 
peaceful stay in the country, only to be woken before dawn by a 
loud expletive echoing through the still morning air. Soon fol-
lowed by shouting and loud banging on every door as a very dis-
gruntled truckie circled the house demanding help. The two 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ Ψƴƻǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΩΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǘƻ 
console her terrified friend. The out of town truckie had driven 
his truck and trailer load of hop poles into the river and the 
wheels were embedded on the bottom  ς ΨL ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ Dt{ΗΩ 

A confident character in a flash 4WD, who chose to ignore the 
sign and the flooded river, quickly found himself mired in the 
ƳǳǊƪȅ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ŀƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
the locals, who opted not to retrieve his stuck truck. The local 
bush telegraph meant that there were soon several amused ob-
servers on the swing bridge above, while he refused to call a tow 
truck and one of his friends tried, but failed, to pull him out. He 
ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜ άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦǳƴƴȅέΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊȅ ǊŜǇƭȅΣ ά!Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛǘ ƛǎΗΗέ 

And a local had seen Dad take a tractor through high water sev-
eral times with his feet resting up high to stop the gumboots 
ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎΦ IŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ΨƛŦ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘ L ŎŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǿŀπ
ter coming up over the cab, he put his head under to change the 
hydraulics from rear to front to lift the front end loader out of 
the water, was swept 100 meters downstream, lost the load of 
hay, and had gumboots very full of water! Luckily the back tires 
grabbed onto some terra firma and he crawled back up to the 
ford with the pressure of the water keeping the tractor upright. 
He calmed his nerves by smoking two cigarettes in quick succes-
sion, which, by some miracle, were still dry. 

Of late such fun in the ford has become less common, thanks in 
ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ψƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΩ ǎǇƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘ ǊŜŀŘ ΨCƻǊŘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
ǳƴŦƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊǎΣΩ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴƛƴǳǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǳǎǳŀƭƭȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ΨǳƴŦƛǘ 
ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊǎΦΩ .ǳǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
river, overestimating vehicles, underestimating floodwaters, 
waving away the warning, and blindly following GPS. 
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Randal in the old off licence, the original press in the background  

 
 
Whole Barley  
25 kg bags  
$20 per bag  
 
 
Phone 021 454 731  or 03  526 7004 
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Native & Tree Lucerne 
Plants 

for Sale 

$2.50 each 

Approximately 500 mm High  

in 7cm pots  

 suitable for reveg. plantings  

 

Contact Kƺtare Liners 

Upper Moutere  

on  

021 244 8155 

for more information  

Desperately seeking our 

new home sweet home to 

buy. Anything considered.  

Please contact Sylvia and 

Rick 021 1289675  

Help Required for casual housekeeping. 
Pleasant conditions approximately 6 
hours per week. Tidy house in Upper 
Moutere. 
Flexible times. Ph 5432 928 

Moutere Volunteer Fire Brigade 

Call outs for Month of May; 

2nd;  Medical Call, Neudorf Road (stood down before 
arrival) 

26th;  Powerlines down, Gardener Valley Road. 

 

Letter to the Editors: 

Loved that article written by Randall McMurtrie 

in the May edition of the Grapevine ς more 

from that man please!   Vck 


