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Each Friday morning a group of excited parents and pre -

schoolers gather at the Moutere Hills Community Centre 

to make new friends, share experiences and play. 

The Moutere Playgroup grew out of the Neudorf Play-

group which was established in the early 1970s as a 

weekly gathering for parents and children. Some of to-

dayõs parents attended when they themselves were pre-

schoolers. When the new MHCC was opened in 2005 

and the old Neudorf Hall sold into private ownership 

(now the wonderful MacMillan Gallery), the Playgroup 

moved to its current home. This group has therefore now 

been functioning uninterrupted for almost 50 years! 

Many in the community value their time in Playgroup as 

the opportunity to establish and maintain lifelong friend-

ships.  

The weekly session runs (as it always has) from 10am -

12noon each Friday and includes a hot drink for adults 

and healthy kai for the children. As someone who began 

to attend in the late 1970s, I know that this weekly event 

is one of the highlights of the week for many families 

(mums mostly!) If you were one of those earlier parents, 

drop by one week ð you will not believe the noise level 

issuing from the sports hall. Itõs also a chance to nostalgi-

cally look back at some of the early photos.  

With help from some recent Ministry of Education and 

Pub Charity funding the room, facilities and toys have 

been recently upgraded. Thanks to the MHCC staff and 

Board for a recent repaint, Learning Spaces Global (LSG) 

a local preschool furniture company in Redwood Valley 

has provided much of the new toy storage, tables, chairs 

and seating for the upgrade, and put a lot of time into 

the layout and design of the upgrade. When itõs all set 

up in the Rangers room itõs a fantastic space for both 

kids and parents.  

One of the major bonuses of Playgroup for country chil-

dren who grow up with bumpy sections and no sealed 

driveways is being able to learn to ride and drive 

wheeled toys and bikes about in the sports hall. How 

lucky are they to have this opportu nity?  

Playgroup would love to expand their activities and are 

on the lookout for grandparents or retirees who might 

like to run an occasional art session or read a story to 

give parents a brief break during this precious 2 hours. 

Playgroup also at times run a ônew baby groupõ to enable 

those who are new parents to get to know a few others in 

the same situation and share worries and parenting 

achievements (like managing to have a shower!)  

If you are a ônewõ parent, or even ônot so newõ and 

would like to bring your children along to the Moutere 

Playgroup, please just turn up ð you can be sure of a 

warm welcome. There is also a Facebook page "Upper 

Moutere Playgroup" or call or text Karen 021 252 2657 

but be patient in waiting for a reply ð she is a busy 

mother of 3!  

FRIDAY PLAYGROUP UPGRADES  
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevineðyou help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month . 

Please email your print-ready ad (jpg or png preferrable) toð
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere 
Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising : 

Ð  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

Ð  Business card size advertisement: $12 

Ð  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

Ð  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

Ð  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items  

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costsðsee above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available 
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the -grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff.  

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Rachel Field, Edith 
Bulle, Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Saree Dickson and 
Annabel Duncan. 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 
product or a service. 

The Grapevine has the right to refuse publication of 
advertisements or submissions that are inappropriate, 
offensive or defamatory. 

The Grapevine    April  2021 
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Community 

The Grapevine says..... 

...Well the days are definitely getting 
shorter, so if youõre looking for some 
help getting everything done, have a 
look at some of the services our 
advertisers have on offer. 

 

While April brings with it a few 
welcome holidays, we also have 
sombre remembrances.  Check out 
the services in your area. 

 

And if youõre not sure what direction 
your life is taking (or just want a 
good laugh!), see what Claire Voyant 
says the stars have in store for you on 
page 15. 

 

We hope you enjoy reading the 
articles keeping you up to date with 
whatõs happening in the area.  If you 
know of anything or would like to 
contribute we encourage you to email 
the grapevine with your news and 
ideas; umograpevine@hotmail.com. 

 

Sit back, relax and have a read while 
making the most of the last of the 
summery rays before daylight 
savings ends on 4 April. 
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Moutere Volunteer Fire Brigade  
 

Callouts for month of February  

6/2  Ute on fire, Sunrise Valley 

27/2 Car in ditch, Moutere Highway/Wilson Rd  
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Motueka Scottish Country Dance Club  

ARE HAVING A CEILIDH!  

When: Saturday 1st May 2021  

Where: Lower Moutere Memorial Hall Time: 7pm  

 

What is a ceilidh? (Pronounced Kay-lee) 

Ceilidh is a Gaelic word meaning visit, gathering or party. Originating from Scotland and Ireland. 

Traditionally, a ceilidh tended to be a fun social night of celtic folk music, singing, dancing, storytelling and card playing. Dating 
back to 1875, they have always been, and still are, very popular worldwide. 

 

The upcoming ceilidh will be the 5th one organised by the Motueka Scottish Country Dance Club, in recent years. They are often 
asked, ñWhen is the next one?ò Locals love these informal and fun gatherings, especially as they are run by locals, for locals to 
enjoy. 

 

As well as the fun and informal 'called' dances (similar to barn-dancing), often involving much hilarity, a variety of entertainment is 
organised for the night; including being welcomed by combined Motueka and the City of Nelson Highland Pipe Bands, items by 
local Motueka musicians, Morris dancers, storytelling by Alli Campbell of Upper Moutere, a demonstration dance performed by 
our own club members, a piper and a drum salute. 

 

The emphasis is on ñFUNò. A ceilidh is suitable for all ages, no partner necessary! The dances are mainly group dances, informal, 
social, relaxed, with easy to learn moves. They are called first, with a walk through beforehand so everyone can have a pract ice 
before the music starts! Prompts are called throughout to keep us all on track! The music is lively & upbeat, no prior experience or 
ability is required. Come along, join in the fun & laughter! 

And supper! No Scottish supper would be complete without a traditional haggis, along with plenty of other superb Scottish fare. 
There will even be a vegetarian version of the haggis! 

Everyone is welcome. Mark your calendar!  

Bring the family. 

Tickets will be available to pre-purchase. 

Adults $15.00, Students $10.00, Children under 10yrs Free 

For more information, Ph Fay (03) 5433650,  Mob 021 039 3559 or Beth (03) 5410685, Mob 021 209 3236 

Thank you for all the books 

donated to the Sarau Festival.   

Keep those donations rolling 

in.   

Phone or Text Sharon on  

027 4328145  

to arrange drop off.  
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COVID AND ANIMALS  

As the Covid -19 pandemic rumbles on, hereõs what we 

have learned about animals and Covid-19 so far. This in-

formation has come from the New Zealand Veterinary As-

sociation, the World Small Animal Veterinary Association 

and the World Organisation for Animal Health.  

There is still no evidence that companion animals have a 

major role in spreading disease. The pandemic continues 

to be driven by human -human transmission. It is thought 

that Covid -19 emerged from an animal source but there is 

still not enough scientific evidence to identify the source. 

Several animal species such as cats, rabbits, hamsters, deer 

have proven to be susceptible to infection with Covid -19 

while other animal species do not seem to be susceptible 

e.g. cattle, pigs, poultry. There has been transmission be-

tween animals in several species including cats and ferrets. 

International reports suggest the transmission of Covid -19 

from mink to humans is a possibility. Fortunately this is 

not relevant to our NZ situation but in time may require 

the development of vaccine for animals to limit disease 

and spread to their human handlers.  

Across the world, there have been less than 200 proven 

positive cases in companion animals (the majority being 

cats and dogs) and these have all been living with a Covid-

positive human. Meanwhile the number of human cases is 

more than 120 million.  

In the confirmed cases of Covid-19 infection of companion 

animals to date, clinical signs have been present in about 

50%. This is usually coughing, sneezing, discharge from 

eyes and nose, or vomiting/diarrhoea. There have been no 

proven deaths of a small companion animal directly re-

lated to Covid -19 infection. It has been questioned whether 

cases may have been missed due to restrictions on testing 

animals in most countries. We donõt know the answer to 

that at this time and it is likely it will vary between coun-

tries and regions. 

So there is no good reason to abandon, relinquish or harm 

animals in any way, based on fears they may spread the 

disease. With such low rates of active infection in the NZ 

population, the risk posed by animals is negligible. The NZ 

Government is proactively considering all information as it 

becomes available, with expert input from our profession 

and others. 

The precautionary advice to all animal owners is:  

For animal owners with Covid -19 (fortunately there have 

been very few of these in Nelson/Tasman!): Avoid pro-

longed contact with your animals (e.g. hugs, sleeping on 

your bed) just like you would avoid people when you are 

sick. Let someone else care for your animals. If this isnõt 

possible, always use good hygiene practices (washing 

hands before and after interacting with animals and wear-

ing a face mask). Keep your animals close to home. 

For animal owners without Covid -19: Avoid contact with 

unfamiliar animals if there is a Covid -19 risk in your com-

munity. Always practice good hygiene before and after 

interacting with animals.  

On a similar subject, the Canine Cough outbreak that has 

been affecting other parts of the country is now in our area. 

We are seeing a wide range of symptoms from mild, tran-

sient coughing and runny noses to more alarming loud 

harsh barking coughs similar to Whooping Cough in peo-

ple. Canine cough is a normal occurrence in NZ and is 

caused by microbes (bacteria and viruses) that have been 

present in NZ for a long time i.e. it is not a new disease, it 

is not related to Covid -19 and it is not transmissible to hu-

mans.  

And do not put masks on dogs!!  
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RECYCLED QUALITY LABELLED CLOTHING FOR MEN AND WOMEN  

LOCATED CORNER ARANUI ROAD AND RUBY BAY TURN OFF (OPPOSITE MAPUA SCHOOL)  

                                                                                     UPDATES 

AUTUMN/WINTER STOCK ï We have been moving OUT the summer items at 50% OFF and now introducing 

warmer stock for the cooler days ïsourcing denim jackets and merino for the cooler weather.  

APRIL HOURS - Friday to Sunday 11 -3 (closed Good Friday).  

EASTER FAIR - Coming soon; a fun time to get together with the community.  

SUPPORT LOCAL ï Recommend Mapua Fruit and Vege shop next to us and coffee from Java Hut and 

Lovina.  

HEAVENS TO BETSY EARRINGS AND GRACE AND AUGUST MASKS ï These are in store now and are a 

great gift for you or your loved ones.  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS ï If you are looking to have a get together with friends and family, we have private 

shopping nights - book out the shop.  Bring your wine and nibbles and spend time having the store to try 

on lots of clothes. No charge. Great for 60
th

 birthdays, hensô nights, baby showers, 21
st

 birthdays.  

CONTACT US - facebook/Instagram or message 027.322.3306    EMAIL ï brookstlounge@gmail.com  

Tasman District Council has had to delay construction of the planned shared walkway/cycle path that will connect 

the Village and the Recreation Centre in Upper Moutere.  

Following extensive consultation with residents and local community groups, a proposed route had been agreed, 

and construction was planned to start in the first half of the year. However, we have not been able to secure all of 

the land required for the pathway.  

While most of the pathway will be built on Council -owned road reserve, parts of the pathway require additional 

land for safety reasons. It had been hoped that negotiations would have been concluded by now. Unfortunately 

that hasnõt been possible, forcing the project to be paused. 

òWe were planning to start building soon,ó said Councilõs project manager, Graham Rimmer, òbut we simply canõt 

start [construction] without all the land for the full pathway.ó 

Mr Rimmer was resolute that the project will continue once the land was secured, but said it could take several 

months now before construction could start.  

òWe know the situationõs not ideal, but we are committed to the project and it will happen ð just not right now.ó 

Mr Rimmer was full of praise for the local community.  

òIõm really grateful for the support weõve had on this project and I just want to say a big thank you to the locals - 

and to everyone whoõs been involved.ó 

The revised planned start date for construction of the pathway is now February 2022. 

Upper Moutere shared pathway delayed  
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