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SCRIBE OF THE TIMES  

  Contributions to the September edition of the Grapevine will be in to win a free hot 

drink at the Old Post Office.  

Limited to the first 5 so get in quick! Contributions must be in by 15th of August.  

Email contributions to umograpevine@hotmail.com. Winners will be notified by email.  

òThereõs nothing sexy about typing, but thereõs never a dull 
day around here,ó says Miriam Lynch of Tasman 
Transcription.  

Based in Lower Moutere, Miriam Lynch runs Tasman 
Transcription, an audio digital transcription business, which 
provides typing services to clients from Dunedin to London.   

Back in 2016, with her children starting at primary and pre -
school, Miriam started thinking about what she could do 
with her time.  òMy last role had been in 2008 in London, 
where I was the Global Legal Business Manager for an 
investment bank. I didn't want to return to a corporate job, 

so thought about what I could do that would work in with 
the children, but also challenge me.  òI recalled my post-
high school days when I trained as a legal secretary and 
thought, well, I can still type.  That started me on the journey 
to upskill and eventually to set up Tasman Transcription in 
July 2016.  

òI began by myself, working for larger transcription 
companies and learning the skill of transcribing, which is 
different to just typing,ó says Miriam.  She saw a gap in the 
market, formed a plan, and the business grew from there. 

L o c a l  L i v e s 
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevineðyou help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month.  

P l e a s e  e m a i l  y o u r  p r i n t - r e a d y  a d  t oð
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere 
Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising : 

Ð  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

Ð  Business card size advertisement: $12 

Ð  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

Ð  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

Ð  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items  

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costsðsee above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available 
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the -grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff.  

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, 
Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Heather Eggers and Annabel 
Duncan. 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 
product or a service. 

The Grapevine has the right to refuse publication of 
advertisements or submissions that are inappropriate, 
offensive or defamatory. 
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Moutere Volunteer Fire Brigade   

Call Outs for June  

10/6 Alarm activation, Seaton Valley Road 

12/6 Alarm activation, Mapua School 

14/6 Rubbish fire reported as house fire, Seaton Valley 

Road 

15/6 Hut fire, George Harvey Road  

 
Whatõs Your Opinion ? 

School holidays are over and some days thereôs 
a hint of spring in the air, most of us will be 
looking forward to that.  This month we welcome 
gardening advice from Flora abundance who 
reminds us that if we want good looking shrubs 
and trees theyôre going to need some attention 
now.   

Good results usually involve a bit of planning and 
if you read the article on carbon reduction you 
might  want to note the dates in your diary and be 
inspired to get along to the Walking the Talk 
tours and talk, read all about it on page 11. 

On page 13 Hazel Ashton and Tasha Salmi 
introduce their blog - Transition Monday, a 
project they started over lockdown, this may also 
interest many of you. 

Itôs heartening to finally  have some contributions 
from others in the community and just a reminder 
that The Grapevine rewards our  new 
contributors with a voucher for a hot drink from 
The Old Post Office. If youôve got something to 
say or share, send it our way - weôll get it out 
there for you. 

The annual Sarau Winter Sale is on at the end of 
the month so make sure to spread the word - 
could be a great day out for some of your town 
friends and what a great way for them to be 
introduced to our place. 
 
Take care and stay warm 

Have you been caught short in the village - needing a loo 

but not needing to make a purchase and not wanting to 

impose on your local shopkeeper? Visitors in the 

village  are usually unaware that our closest public loos are 

at the community centre which is a bit of a hike, especially 

if you ve just unloaded the kids from the car and why 

should local shops be expected to provide a public 

toilet?  If there was a public toilet in the village where would 

it be located and who would maintain it?  

 

Any ideas or solutions or opinions?   

WINNERS  

Thank you for all the great new 

contributions this month. The winners of 

our hot drink competition for August are 

Steph Drewery, Sue England, Fiona 

Nelson,  and Hazel Aston will send you 
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SCRIBE OF THE TIMES continued from cover page. 

.  òThere are many small transcription businesses in New Zealand and 
very few large ones. I wanted to structure the business to fill the gap in 
the middle, so we are big enough to handle the larger contracts, but not 
so big that the quality of our transcripts suffer.ó  The business now has 
contracts with government agencies and clients as far as London. 

Miriamõs company provides both a typing service to professional 
clients and also transcription of interviews.  òI once spent half the day 
typing medical letters, and the other half transcribing an interview 
with Winnie Mandela,ó says Miriam.  òWe are transcribing peopleõs 
stories; itõs a privilege to do it, and itõs important we get it right,ó 
Miriam says.  òItõs always interesting seeing the end product of the 
interviews we transcribe, some of which are advertisements running 
on TVNZ at the moment.ó     

One wonders whether the business would be competing with voice 
recognition software but Miriam says, òI get asked that a lot, but 

despite being in development for more than 30 years, voice recognition 
software is nowhere near being capable of doing what humans can.  It 
doesnõt recognise homophones or more than one person talking.  Itõs 
painfully slow and is fine for short notes, but for documents and 
interview transcripts, it simply wonõt work.ó   

Thereõs a minimum typing speed required, and an excellent command 

of the English language is essential.  òFinding the right staff can be 

difficult, but w hen you build a business with a team who are each in 

the right seat and focusing on their unique ability, you have a reliable 

organisation that will also be resilient  when conditions become 

difficult.ó  The COVID-19 pandemic has seen many businesses having 

to work remotely and Miriam says, through this, many are now 

realising the benefits of outsourcing.  The last three months have been 

extremely busy for Tasman Transcription and they are recruiting for 

new members to join the team. 

RECIPE  

This month Soo Gee reminds us to eat plenty of greens - the shops are full of them at the moment and possibly your garden tooé 
 
BROCCOLI cut into florets, steam until bright green but not soft.  Put into a bowl, add rings of red onion and sprinkle with feta cheese. 
I also serve broccoli with sour cream and horseradish. 
 
BRUSSEL SPROUTS - a couple of different ways to serve up this much maligned vegetable 
 
Roasted Sprouts - oven at 190c.  Trim and halve. Place in a roasting dish along with shallots or a small onion, drizzle with oil and salt and 
pepper to taste. Tuck in some sprigs of fresh thyme and roast for around 35 minutes, tossing as they cook. Serve with a squeeze of lemon. 
 
Saucy Sprouts - trim and prepare, boil until tender, make a white sauce, add some blue vein cheese. Drain the sprouts and transfer to a 

shallow ovenproof dish. Pour the sauce over and sprinkle with breadcrumbs.  Grill until lightly browned and serve. 

 
CABBAGE Heat a little oil in a large pan and add some finely chopped bacon to it, cook lightly then add some shredded cabbage, salt and 
pepper, a teaspoon of cider vinegar, and a teaspoon of brown sugar. Cook over a high heat, tossing until done to your liking. 
 
CAULIFLOWER - as seen on Master Chef! Is it a sauce or is it a vegetable? 
Cut cauliflower into florets, cook and season.  Drain well, pop it into the kitchen whizz, until it is pureed, stir in a little cream Spread this on 
your serving plate in a decorative manner then place your intended meal on top.  Now youôre living the high life at home! 

SARAU WINTER SALE  
WE NEED YOU!! 

If you would like to be part of this great community 

fundraiser event  

we would love to have 

ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΧΦtƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜΧΦ 

Times: Friday 28 August 4.45pm for one hour 

unloading boxes of books 

Sunday 30 August 3pm for one hour packing away 

books 

No experience needed, just willingness to be part of 

the team 

Enquiries: jenny@saraufestival.co.nz or 021 231 3947 
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