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MOUTERE MAGIC

Wel c ome to the AGreatest SXH\Vgasal Voweﬁfé @ng "f”“ in OWPW” W?‘yh getive in
Grapevine. Traditionally because of tight delivery and thé community. We nd you
printing Christmas deadlines we skip the January issue and ! he holida y season an d to remir

do a combined January /February issue but this year, you 90ing on that you think others would like to know about,
can take a look back over the year and see how the people W€ 0T € only a omograpaviné@hatmed.gom.
who live here bring a unique flavour to our district.

Over the vyears, The Grapevine has had several
incarnations, all with the goal of bringing the residents of the
Moutere Hills area an overview
happened in our district.

If you search online for Upper Moutere, the most regular
images to pop up will be that of the Lutheran Church or The
Moutere Inn, closely followed by various vineyards, Upper
Moutere School and the Moutere Hills Community Centre,
but we are so much more than that and that is what this
version of The Grapevine is all about - the people who make
up our small village.

Behind the scenes of the Grapevine is a small team of




PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevined you help us
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free
community newsletter each month.

The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the month.

Please email your print-ready ad tod
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere
Gold.

The following prices apply for advertising

P Births, marriages, deat hs an www. hardyardsnelson.co.nz
Facebook: hardyardsnelson
b Business card size advert|ise
b 1/ 4 page advertisement: $§25
; . We are Hardyards Water Delivery and Lifestyle Property Ser-
b 172 page advertisement: §s50 vices. We live in Galeo Estate in the Redwood Valley so as local
D Ful | page advertisement: $95 lifestyle property owners we know and understand the joy, stresses

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16.

Sending us editorial items

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions. You
make the newsletter an interesting read!

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover
our costsd see above for bank details.

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the  -grapevine
courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff.

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies.  This issue has been
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty,
Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Heather Eggers and Annabel
Duncan.

Disclaimer

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any
consequences of reliance on this information. Publication of
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a
product or a service.

HARD YARDS

'WATER DELIVERY AKND LIFESTYLE PRCPERTY SERVICES

Nigel and Michelle.
Ph 027 280 5966 or 027 288 5780
Redwood Valley, Tasman
info@hardyardsnelson.co.nz

and work that owning a lifestyle property brings.

Need water?
*  Ministry of Health certified.

If your need is mare lifestyle property
management. We aiso do

» 12,5000 per delivery guaranteed «  BOOMor SPOT SPRAYING
»  Stock water o MOWING or TRIMMING —
«  We can even fill your swimming EDGE/HEDGE

* FERTILISER

MICROBE
EMNHANCERS/IGROWTH
BOOSTERS

poal,
* 7 day daelivery — just call us *

Just ask us we are happy to discuss your requirements

Do you want to be part of the fantastic team
that make our biggest local festival happen?

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

for the first few days in Feb 2020.

A great way to support our beautiful community and meet more lovely locals!
All hands welcome!

Contact: Jenny - jenny@saraufestival.co.nz or 021 231 3947

Robert Alexander Burns
20 June 1941 ~ 2 Oct 2019

Loved by his family
Cherished by our local community
and known as - Old Bob

Many a story told.

Many a Story Told

Many of you will have seen the story about Bob Burns
last month (reprinted on page 15). Bob's memorial
plague has now been installed on tbe edge of 'Rose
Glen' in the 'Millennium' area of the Upper Moutere
Public Cemetery, Gardiners Valley Road, Upper
Moutere.

Rose Glen is, the teardropshaped garden, near the top
of the drive that goes up to the left from the main car
park. This garden is used for burying Ashes and it is
surrounded by special curbing for displaying memorial
plaques.
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Care, time and patience go into each of Tanya
Dot ybés wi | | dbamnd shen Isvies gharing

From a little vintage caravan at the end of her garden, Tanya Doty It takes many hours to make them, and | can get attached to some and

makes willow baskets in an array of styles and shapes. Shopping bas- keep them for a while until I6m
kets, log baskets, milk bottle carriers, plant baskets and egg baskets all knowledge has come from reading, watching You Tube videos and
count among her creationsd no two of which are ever exactly the experimentinggand sheds | ost count of 't
same. Takaka Hill to Petero6s courses,

- . ) . ) ) enerous mentor.
The caravan is filled to the brim with various weaving materials and g

dried basketry willow, along with a collection of secateurs and awls. il 6ve experimented with many diff
The only Ilimit on Tanyads creatibvN8y Bt nli&mtfhier M ayr aavdadnd cd edet i Y

il started making willow baskets C?PB”H%? ba%«azt aqu I:,h%tmg_St Oz; eowillgw Itu%e_riS frgr’? WVEG]){V?, i
basket course with Peter Greer i r?ma&W'IIIO‘H %feﬂ' I qgogv)ljoyrélanean:‘s hat gag%/trsaqmc\mﬁllpg %e?necwt"

selling baskets at The Sarau Festival and was thinking about offering vated or basket making.o

Whi | st itds possible to buy wild!l
cl asses. | had been wanting to m@ﬁ%nbagh%t%|gHg WagSPALr s&sEE how
start or where to get willow from, so | was ecstatic to have finally found  ; + t hereds no willow avail abl e \
someone who could teach me. After the first course, | wentdowntothe { e end of winter. o

Appleby river and collected crack willow (not the best for basket mak-

ing) and made my first basket wit ﬁask&t rqalldng .iséa labour intensive process and forward planning is

o essential. The harvested willow canes are left to dry for four to six

Tanya works at the Old Post Office in Upper Moutere four days a week, .
q 3 Costar has b S« | five in hel months, then rehydrated before use by leaving them to soak for several
and says owner Joanne t.ostar has been extremely supportive in help- days. It can take six to eight hours to make a log basket and once be-

ing her get started with selling her baskets under the Heartstone label. gun, needs to be finished in one or two goes before the cane dries out,

ilf it werendét for her, we woul dAchesingenatural skades yf brown ggeen asdowhile @lsottdkes timea
much |iving space in our tiny cotwiadce,tohes ayasr kT dneyfa. ofnl tflosr pgrreetetny
being able to talk to the people. who are buying your basket and know  have an old outdoor bath in the garden, which | use to boil the willow
where itdéds going to end up. rods for 12 hours before strippin

baskets out the door. the sound it makes when |1 ém weavl
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THE WONDERFUL...

...Is back, with all your
MOUTERE FAVOURITES!

2"4 Feb 2020
from 3pm

e Great local Music and Entertainment
e Moutere Produce; fresh, frozen & growing
With all our beloved local Food, Wine, Beer & Ciders
e Local guest chef — Miles Drewery
e Moutere Artisans & History
e Sarau Cream Teas & our Huge Book Stall
e a fun packed KidsZone & Animals
e And masses of stalls, workshops & displays

DON’T MISS OUT!

Festival news & competition details - www.saraufestival.co.nz
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CROWD PLEASER

People came from far and wide to this year's Sarau
Festival for a celebration of all things Moutere

"SARAU
L

“Seeing everyone enjoying the music and just chilling
blew me away,” says Sam Lowe. This was Sam’s first
year as the Sarau Festival organiser, with big shoes to
fill after Jenny Leith's many successtul years in the
role —and she admits she was just a little nervous. “I
was definitely stepping outside my comfort zone but it
all went like clockwork, thanks to all the wonderful

wvolunteers. It was fantastic from start to finish.”

About 100 people offered to help in some way, whether
it be with setting up, packing down, or being there on
the day itself. Some put their hands up for multiple
jobs and some for one, but every extra pair of hands
made a huge difference, says Sam. “One lady even
delivered a cake on the Monday as morning tea for the
volunteers, which was such a lovely thought.”

With festival activities including a silent auction,
photography competition, cream teas, book fair, photo
booth and NBS kids’" zone, plus car parking space,
there was plenty of organising to be done behind the
scenes and volunteers for each task often had their own
group of helpers making it all run smoothly. “It was
great to see many new faces among the volunteers, and
also nice to catch up with people I hadn’t seen all year,”
says Sam.

Moutere artists, craftspeople and food and drink

producers were well represented at the event, giving
locals and out-of-towners a great opportunity to see the
richness and variety of our region. Musical
entertainment was provided by Nelson Rockquest
winner Johnnie Cameron and his Cameron & Co blues
and jazz group, with local teenager Bella Shand also
delighting the crowd with her songs, many of which
were her own.

Proceeds from the festival are distributed to
community groups and in the near future the Sarau
Trust will be asking local individuals, groups and
organisations to submit applications for grants from the
money raised. Keep your eye out for that in an
upcoming Grapevirne.

So, would Sam do it again? Despite having laryngitis
on the day, which meant she had to whisper
instructions to volunteers, she says she thoroughly
enjoyed the experience.

“T'd like to say a big thank you to our principal
sponsors — Cold Storage Nelson, NBS and Ricoh—and
the
sponsorship or silent auction donations, which were so
much appreciated,” she says. “It was amazing to see

to many others

who provided generous

happy, smiling people everywhere and to be part of
such a good team.”
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Feeling the Heat

N

Local

4

Lives

b | Volunteer firefighters Kelly Le Frantz, Susan Ewers and Fe Bryan in the Level 1 vegetation firefighting
overalls they wore during the wildfires.

We talked to three Upper Moutere volunteer firefighters
about their experiences during the recent wildfires.

Susan Ewers, Kelly Le Frantz and Fe Bryan are part of the
Volunteer Fire Brigade operating out of Upper Moutere
Fire Station.

There are currently 13 in the brigade, though the search is
on for more volunteers—especially people who live and
work in the local area and can drop everything at any time
of day. Susan is an orchard supervisor, Kelly a vineyard
supervisor and machinery operator, and Fe the director of
a charitable trust—all three of them working in the
Mahana area and grateful to their employers for letting
them attend call outs during business hours.

On Tuesday 5 February, when the Pigeon Vvalley fire
started, the brigade was called out several times as the
smoke drifted across the region. It was the next morning,
however, when their real work began. At Sam, Chief Fire
Officer Fred Ewers told his crew to be at the station at 6am

and ready to respond. It turned out to be a 12-hour day,
with almost the entire brigade plus fire truck and tankers
called into action.*wWe began by dampening down around
the houses in Eves Valley,” recalls Kelly. “Then we saw big
flames from a bush fire further up the valley and went to
extinguish those, whilst the bulldozers came up behind us
to create a fire break and the helis flew overhead using the
nearby water supply.”

As the flames roared up the forested hillside, the crew
climbed their way through gorse, blackberries and tree
stumps, carrying their heavy hose packs—each containing
three lengths of forestry hose. “That was the longest day
and we got through eight hose packs in total,” says Susan.
The week that followed was all shift work with other vol-
unteer fire fighters, forestry crews, DOC and the NZ De-
fence Force, some who had previously worked on the Port
Hills fire. The volunteers worked in the ‘black zone’—the
burnt area—making sure the fires didn’t reignite.




Fe describes how they dug holes with axes, grubbers and spades to
locate underground ‘hotspots’, which could reach up to 1500°C, and
extinguished them with foam. Hotspots were often in tree roots and
under skid sites where the forastry logs are loadad.

The most challenging part of the job was dragging the ever-longer
hoses uphill through the pines, the three say. “You can't do it alone, as
the hose constantly gets stuck on stumps, logs and thorns,” explains
Susan.

The continuous nature of the work was also exhausting, with the first
real stop for food not until 2pm on the day of the “big push”. To keep
them hydrated in the heat of the fires and the hot weather, they drank
loads of water containing hydrating fluid from sachets. They were
grateful to have young new recruits Jacob Bryan and Mat Booth with
them to run up and downhill as needed, says Fe.

When the second fire broke out in Redwood Valley, the Moutere and
Appleby brigades were the first responders. “When it's a live fire and
the wind changes, you're right in the smoke,” says Susan. “With flames
up to 50 metres high, you've got to act fast and urgently to extinguish
it. The fire officer assesses the situation for factors such as vegetation
type, wind direction and other hazards, with risk of life to the public
and the firefighters the top priority.”

This second fire was quickly extinguishad, thanks in large part to the
continuing presence of firefighters and helicopter crews from outside
the region. “We were called to the fire at 1pm and were home by
7.30pm, having refueled and tidied the appliance and refilled it with
water,” says Susan.

The volunteer brigade is like a big family, says Kelly, and there's great
camaradarie between them and the other brigades in the region. “We
get the job done, but there's time for banter and laughs too."

All three are quick to praise the wider community for showing many
acts of kindneass, small and large, during the Pigeon Valley fire. “People
dropped food round to the fire station and a whole lot of baking was
done at MoTEC in Motueka—enough for two or three meals each,
ready to eat,” says Fe. “The local youth group gave us loads of muesli
bars and the Lower Moutere school kids made cards for us. The support
from the public was huge.”

Huge credit must go, of course, to the amazing professional firefighters
and helicopter crews who, in Susan’s words “saved Redwood Valley
that night” and continued to do so over the following days.

“It was like a dance in the sky,” says Fe of the constant coming and
going of the helicopters carrying buckets with up to 1,000 litres of wa-
ter from local dams, swimming pools and rivers until the 2,100-hectare
fire was successfully brought under control.

|5 iy - RCT—"

Fe, Kelly, Jacob and Susan enjoying a
] much-needed lunch stop.

A brief wait for water to arrive.

WANT TO JOIN?

Both the Upper Moutere and Mapua Vol-
unteer Fire Brigades are looking for volun-
teers to join their crews., New recruits com-
plete a 7-day training course in Christ-
church or Rotorua to learn core skills, such
as hose runs, rural firefighting and first aid.
From there, you undertake regular upskill-
ing and can develop further to become a
qualified firefighter or senior firefighter —
with station officer, senior station officer,
deputy chief fire officer or chief fire officer

at the top levels of command and control.

You will need a good level of fitness, and
the ability to attend call outs 24 /7.

Contact CFO Fred Ewers in Upper Moutere on
021 031 6615 or CFO Ian Reade in Mapua on
027 445 7049 for more information.




Continued from page 3 Weaving Wonder at a course run in Motueka by Willa Rogers. | enjoy sharing what | have

learned and it was an absolute pleasure to have several talented crea-
White takes even longer, as it involves cutting the rods and leavingthem t or s emerge from those courses. 0
to stand in tubs of water until they sprout in spring, then stripping the

bark. For Tanya, the real joy of basHotht
decorative and practical. Altoés
Tanya is now passing on her own knowledge, having recently run a  permanent useful household item from something that has sprung
series of pine needle basket making courses at The Old Post Office and |, p from the earth, and when ité
at Thistle Hall in Wellington. ﬁTr‘Nehetreechnt|61§1 co?neqlf'romdo'fferent f
basket making, 0 she explains. iltds an ancient coiling technique u
many cultures, and the materials used will usually be dictated by what- Y O U can see Tanyabds creat.i
ever is available locally. page @heartstonewillow. She is planning more basketry workshops

Al was first introduced to this S{n2P19 KegpaBeye ]EheOIdE’ostOfﬂc%%aeebookgageor
emall 84baskets@qmall com to register your interest.

Rubbish on our roadsides

Last week | decided it was time to do my bit to tackle the rubbish
constantly accumulating along our Moutere Highway. | selected the
stretch from A & A Snacks to Harley Road. And shockingly, along this
800m stretch | collected 4.5 sacks (approx. 35 kgs) of rubbish.

| plan to do more, but | wanted to get this into the next Grapevine to
help increase our local awareness of the quantity of roadside rubbish
(mainly single use plastic), in the hope of inspiring others to tackle this
problem alongside me. And fingers crossed, discouraging travellers
from heaving it out the window.

What did | find? Lots of drink
containers —alcohol and
energy cans and bottles and
single use coffee cups and
lids. Cigarette packets and take away food containers. Then
there was also lots of industrial waste — plastic, polystyrene and
card which | assume has come off trailers and trucks.

A word of warning to anyone wanting to ‘get out there’ — our
roads are narrow, and many drivers whizz by. 1I'd like to
encourage you to wear your high viz and work towards on-coming
traffic. If you are a driver and see someone out there — please
slow down.

Can you do better than 4.5 sacks?
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