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S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E  

Welcome to the “Greatest Hits” version of the 
Grapevine.  Traditionally because of tight delivery and 
printing Christmas  deadlines we skip the January issue and 
do a combined January /February issue but this year, you 
can take a look back over the year and see how the people 
who live here bring a unique flavour to our district. 

Over the years, The Grapevine has had several 
incarnations, all with the goal of bringing the residents of the 
Moutere Hills area an overview of what’s happening or has 
happened in our district. 

If you search online for Upper Moutere, the most regular 
images to pop up will be that of the Lutheran Church or The 
Moutere Inn, closely followed by various vineyards, Upper 
Moutere School and the Moutere Hills Community Centre, 
but we are so much more than that and that is what this 
version of The Grapevine is all about - the people who make 
up our small village. 

Behind the scenes of the Grapevine is a small team of 

six.  We are all volunteers and all in our own way, active in 
the community.  We’d like to send you our best wishes for 
the holiday season and to remind you that if there’s anything 
going on that you think others would like to know about, 
we’re only an email away - umograpevine@hotmail.com.  

MOUTERE MAGIC  
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevine—you help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month. 

P l e a s e  e m a i l  y o u r  p r i n t - r e a d y  a d  t o —
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere 
Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising: 

∞  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

∞  Business card size advertisement: $12 

∞  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

∞  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

∞  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items 

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costs—see above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available 
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, 
Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Heather Eggers and Annabel 
Duncan. 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 
product or a service. 

Many a Story Told 

Many of you will have seen the story about Bob Burns 

last month (reprinted on page 15). Bob's memorial 

plaque has now been installed on tbe edge of 'Rose 

Glen' in the 'Millennium' area of the Upper Moutere 

Public Cemetery, Gardiners Valley Road, Upper 

Moutere. 

Rose Glen is, the teardrop-shaped garden, near the top 

of the drive that goes up to the left from the main car 

park.  This garden is used for burying Ashes and it is 

surrounded by special curbing for displaying memorial 

plaques.  
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February  2019 

Care, time and patience go into each of Tanya 

Doty’s willow baskets—and she loves sharing 

Weaving Wonder 

From a little vintage caravan at the end of her garden, Tanya Doty 

makes willow baskets in an array of styles and shapes. Shopping bas-

kets, log baskets, milk bottle carriers, plant baskets and egg baskets all 

count among her creations—no two of which are ever exactly the 

same.   

The caravan is filled to the brim with various weaving materials and 

dried basketry willow, along with a collection of secateurs and awls. 

The only limit on Tanya’s creativity within the caravan s getting the 

baskets out the door. 

“I started making willow baskets about 12 years ago after attending a 

basket course with Peter Greer in Golden Bay,” she says. “Peter was 

selling baskets at The Sarau Festival and was thinking about offering  

classes. I had been wanting to make baskets but wasn’t sure how to 

start or where to get willow from, so I was ecstatic to have finally found 

someone who could teach me. After the first course, I went down to the 

Appleby river and collected crack willow (not the best for basket mak-

ing) and made my first basket with a lid.” 

Tanya works at the Old Post Office in Upper Moutere four days a week, 

and says owner Joanne Costar has been extremely supportive in help-

ing her get started with selling her baskets under the Heartstone label.  

“If it weren’t for her, we would have a very large collection and not 

much living space in our tiny cottage,” says Tanya. “It’s pretty special 

being able to talk to the people. who are buying your basket and know 

where it’s going to end up.  

It takes many hours to make them, and I can get attached to some and 

keep them for a while until I’m ready to part with them.” Much of her 

knowledge has come from reading, watching You Tube videos and 

experimenting—and she’s lost count of the times she’s been over the 

Takaka Hill to Peter’s courses, counting herself lucky to have such 

generous mentor.  

“I’ve experimented with many different fibres and types of basket mak-

ing, but I’m firmly addicted to willow,” says Tanya. “I love the smell, and 

the sound it makes when I’m weaving. I love that it takes strength to 

construct a basket and that most of the willow I use is from my own 

small willow bed. I grow four varieties that have traditionally been culti-

vated for basket making.” 

Whilst it’s possible to buy willow from a few places in the Nelson re-

gion, she plans to increase her own beds to keep down the cost. “Also, 

if there’s no willow available, you have to wait until after the harvest at 

the end of winter.”  

Basket making is a labour intensive process and forward planning is 

essential. The harvested willow canes are left to dry for four to six 

months, then rehydrated before use by leaving them to soak for several 

days. It can take six to eight hours to make a log basket and once be-

gun, needs to be finished in one or two goes before the cane dries out. 

Achieving natural shades of brown, green and white also takes time, 

with the bark left on for green and taken off for brown and white. “We 

have an old outdoor bath in the garden, which I use to boil the willow 

rods for 12 hours before stripping the bark to get the brown shades.”   
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March 2019 
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April   2019 
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Continued from page 3 Weaving Wonder 

White takes even longer, as it involves cutting the rods and leaving them 

to stand in tubs of water until they sprout in spring, then stripping the 

bark. 

Tanya is now passing on her own knowledge, having recently run a 

series of pine needle basket making courses at The Old Post Office and 

at Thistle Hall in Wellington. “The technique is quite different from willow 

basket making,” she explains. “It’s an ancient coiling technique used by 

many cultures, and the materials used will usually be dictated by what-

ever is available locally.  

“I was first introduced to this style of basket making 20 or so years ago 

at a course run in Motueka by Willa Rogers. I enjoy sharing what I have 

learned and it was an absolute pleasure to have several talented crea-

tors emerge from those courses.” 

For Tanya, the real joy of basketry lies in making something that’s both 

decorative and practical. “It’s a good feeling having made a very 

permanent useful household item from something that has sprung 

up from the earth, and when it’s finally had its day, it can go back to 

where it’s come from.” 

You can see Tanya’s creations on her Instagram 

page @heartstonewillow. She is planning more basketry workshops 

in 2019. Keep an eye on the Old Post Office Facebook page or 

email 84baskets@gmail.com to register your interest. 

mailto:84baskets@gmail.com
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May 2019 
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June 2019 

UPDATE  

December 2019! 

Tasteology has just 

opened a second 

premises at Winelord  

Brightwater. Find them 

at 97 Livingston Road 
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July 2019 
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August 2019 
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Handy Hairdressing 
L o c a l  L i v e s  

A qualified hairdresser, Karen Rhind moved to Upper 
Moutere village with her family in 2013, setting up her own 
professional salon in the smart new barn adjacent to their 
home. “I love being a one-woman-band as it means I can 
give clients my full attention and no one has to sit and wait 
to be seen,” she says.  

Over the years, Karen has co-owned a number of busi-
nesses in the region, including a kayak building business 
and a café, so she came to her new venture with plenty of 
know-how. Her hairdressing skills, meanwhile, have been 
honed over 30 years of working in salons in Motueka and 
Nelson. 

“The longer you do the job, the more you can see what 
styles suit people and I’m always happy to give advice if 
someone wants it. I offer a full hairdressing service at the 
salon and also do occasional house calls to cut hair for local 
residents who are unwell.” 

She says she loves the creativity and sociability of the 

work. “Giving people a lovely experience can change their 
perspective on the day or the week—and even how they 
feel about themselves. I see a lot of women with young 
families and when they come in to the salon they can start 
breathing again!” 

For Karen, the joy of working from home and being her 
own boss is the flexibility it brings. There’s no time spent 
travelling to and from work and there’s always time to feed 
the horses or hang out the washing in the middle of the 
day.  

The other real pleasure is living on a flat, easy-care section 
with all-day sun. “Before we moved here, we were living in 
an off-grid house in Brooklyn Valley, which lost the sun in 
the early afternoon. We’d look out on the Moutere, bathed 
in sunshine, and I always wanted to live here.” 

Country Cuts is open by arrangement from Tuesday to Saturday. 
Call Karen on 03 543 2297 or 027 472 8863 to make an appoint-
ment. 

Busy farmers, local families and business owners don’t have to travel far to get their hair cut with Karen 
Rhind’s Country Cuts operating in the Moutere.  

September 2019 
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October 2019 



 

15 

November 2019 
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December 2019 

L o c a l  L i v e s  

In mid-November 96 Moutere residents turned up to the 

local community centre to mark the launch of the Moutere 

Catchment Group. 

The Moutere Catchment Group launch event was organised 

by NZ Landcare Trust, a national trust dedicated to land and 

water sustainability throughout the country. The evening 

was all about getting like-minded locals together to join the 

new Group to preserve and protect our region’s land, rivers, 

streams and wetlands for future generations—“from the 

ridgetops to the sea”. 

At the end of the evening, NZ Landcare Trust regional 

coordinator Annette Litherland divided participants into 

eight sub-catchment groups to discuss what was good about 

where they lived and what could be done to improve 

things—whether it be creating wetlands, protecting river 

banks, fencing waterways, controlling pests or planting more 

native species. 

A leader was chosen for each sub-group, with the next step 

being for the Trust to apply for funding for the community to 

get hands-on and make desired improvements happen. The 

Trust will continue to support project coordination and 

initiatives along the way. 

The Moutere Catchment Group (the 65th to be launched by 

the Trust) comprises 14,680ha of 2,700 land parcels, 

consisting of 62% pasture, 24% exotic forest, 12% horticulture 

and 2% native vegetation. 

Our region faces several environmental issues, and Tasman 

District Council (TDC) representatives spoke at the event 

about some of these. Historic land drainage has left only a 

tiny percentage of natural wetlands, and low levels of 

riparian planting are causing bank erosion, sedimentation 

and depleted fish numbers due to a lack of shade and 

resulting high water temperatures. 

To date, the Moutere Catchment Group has acquired 3,900 

trees from Trees that Count for planting on eight properties 

in the catchment in 2019, with another 2,500 for 2020. TDC 

has provided 1,360 new biodegradable plant covers, along 

with second-hand covers and stakes from Waimea Nursery, 

and has also provided trees to landowners. 

Upper Moutere School principal Grant Watson told the 

audience at the event how Appletons had supplied the 

school with 500 totara, with students planting many of them 

at Lancewood Villa on Kelling Road, and Whenua Iti 

Outdoors’ Nettie Stowe explained how this local charitable 

trust was there for the community and keen to support the 

Group’s future activities. 

As the launch meeting showed, the Moutere Catchment 

Group is already making progress and the evening marked 

the start of bigger things to come. 

If you would like to be part of the Moutere Catchment Group, 

contact Annette itherland: annette.litherland@landcare.org.nz; 027 

724 4445. 

Caring for the Moutere 

mailto:annette.litherland@landcare.org.nz
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