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We, at the Grapevine, feel sure that the majority of our 
readers knew Bob Burns in some way.  Keith and Joyce Grant 
certainly remember him as a man in his fifties, who came 
knocking on their door, asking if they had a room in the cabin 
that he could rent to live in for a while because Bobõs 
accommodation at the time had started to leak.  For Joyce and 
Keith, òA whileó became 25 years.   

When  Joyce and Keith first met Bob, he was a working man.  
He was a man with a thirst for knowledge.  He loved books 
and he enjoyed sharing the knowledge he gleaned from 
reading them.  Back then, Bob was a good cook and even if he 
appeared a little scruffy at times, he kept his environment 
and himself spotlessly clean.  Flash clothes and having fancy 
gear were never Bobõs priority.  Bobõs priority was peopleñ
he loved people. 

When alcohol threatened to totally take over Bobõs life, Bob 
took the initiative and got himself referred to the Alcohol 
and Drug Clinic in Motueka.  He cycled to the clinic each 
week for his appointments and much to his delight, he was 
eventually told he was not an alcoholic.  This made Bob 
happy because he had been told that he could control his 
drinking if he chose to and Bob chose to.  He occasionally fell 
off the wagon from time to time but while he was still able, 
he took himself back to the clinic for more help and 
counselling.   

It was about this time that Bob began his daily bike 
expeditions into Motueka to visit the library, buy supplies, 
visit friends and have a beer or two on the way back home.  
Bob loved the new cycle ways and Riwaka often became an 
extension to his daily adventures.  Gone were the days of 
walking into the lamp post by his kitchen door or being 
picked up off the side of the road or out of the ditch and 
being taken to hospital because heõd been too intoxicated to 
safely ride his bike home from one of his many watering 
holes. Winemakers on the Moutere Hill was one of his 
favourites, earning himself the nickname of Old Mout.  

Bob enjoyed a 
few years, 
more or less, of 
sobriety but 
t h e n  h i s   
d e m e n t i a 
began to take 
over and at 
times, it was 
difficult to 
know if heõd 
had a few too 
m a n y  o r 
whether the 
dementia had 
h o l d  a n d 
sad ly ,  h is 
p e r s o n a l i t y 
b e g a n  t o 
c h a n g e 
dramatically.  

D e m e n t i a ñ
w h a t  a 
h o r r i b l e , 
s e n s e l e s s 
disease.  We all 
saw the havoc 

it played with Bob, on his mind, on his body and worst of all, 
his personality. We choose to remember Bob as the beautiful, 
caring man he was before the illness struck him.   

Joyce and Keith would like to thank and acknowledge the 
Upper Moutere community for the way it rallied around Bob 
and helped to look after him and keep him safe when he had 
forgotten how to take care of himself.  The people of Upper 
Moutere made so many kind gestures towards him, gave him 
gifts of food and hot drinks, blankets, backpacks, clothing and 
pointing him in the right direction when he couldnõt remember 
which way to get home.   Most importantly, the people of 
Upper Moutere offered Bob their hospitality and friendship. 
Many people may not be aware that Bob gave away most of the 
things he received to people he thought needed them more than 
him.   

Joyce and Keith are also  grateful to the pupils and staff of 
Upper Moutere School for the caring interest they showed 
toward Bob.  The children would talk to him or sit beside him 
in the village and share sandwiches with him, give him a pie or 
a drink and share their treats.  Bob loved the younger children 
and they often called him Santa.  Bob would regularly talk 
about this , always with a twinkle in his eyes and a smile on his 
face.  He was moved to tears more than once when he received 
handmade Christmas cards from the school.  Bob kept those 
cards from year to year and he almost always had at least one 
on display.  Those cards were precious to him.   

He wasnõt a teacher in the literary sense of the word but Bob 
taught us all how to be a community, how to care, how to 
laugh and to enjoy the simple things of life.  

 

Rest in peace, Bob.   

We will miss you.  
 

L o c a l  L i v e s 
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevineðyou help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month.  

P l e a s e  e m a i l  y o u r  p r i n t - r e a d y  a d  t oð
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere 
Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising : 

Ð  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

Ð  Business card size advertisement: $12 

Ð  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

Ð  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

Ð  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items  

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costsðsee above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available 
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the -grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff.  

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, 
Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Heather Eggers and Annabel 
Duncan. 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 
product or a service. 

The Grapevine has the right to refuse publication of 
advertisements or submissions that are inappropriate, 
offensive or defamatory. 
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The Grapevine Says..... 

This months front page says a lot about our community. It's been a while 

since Bob went into care but people often noticed his absence and ask of his 

whereabouts. This isn't limited to local people, visitors have grown used to 

seeing him on some part of his trek and miss his presence and know if they 

ask a local they ll know what s going on. This speaks volumes about us 

as  a community and about people helping people. We all have our place here 

and without everyone's valuable contributions of time and energy many of our 

local institutions wouldn t be a reality now. The more we do together as a 

community, the more we all stand to gain in quality of life.   

Moutere Community Youth are planning a revamp of the skatepark beside the 

Lutheran Church  with funding from the Sarau Trust. Many of the youngsters 

of the community use this, but you don t need to be a parent or grandparent 

to contribute to this community happening, any help is welcome and this is 

your chance to meet others and make new connections, it s happening on 

Sunday 10th November and with a sausage sizzle included this could be your 

most rewarding Sunday brunch ever. 

As environmental awareness hits a new high  worldwide, Moutere Catchment 

Group is launching an initiative to protect our waterways. Attendance at this 

meeting doesn t commit you to anything but will inform you on how your 

actions could make a positive difference. 

Make sure you get along to the community  meeting at Moutere Hills Commu-

nity Centre Tuesday November 12th at 6.45PM hear  how you can be part of 

keeping our community's environment thriving.  

None of us can do it all on our own and that is one of the bonuses of being 

part of a small community, by joining together, small contributions make a 

huge difference. 



 

4 

Community 

MAPUA BOWLING CLUB  
 

The Mapua Bowling Clubõs 2019-20 season is now in 

full swing.  Keen bowlers can again be seen arriving at 

the Mapua Bowling clubrooms with bowls polished, 

ready to take part in the roll -ups on Tuesday, 

Thursday and Saturday afternoons. Leisure Bowls 

which is held on Monday evenings begins on the 4 th  of 

November at 6:00pm.  

The Mapua Bowling Club members come from Mapua, 

Upper Moutere, Redwood Valley, Dovedale and even 

Motueka. The club is a great place to make new 

friends while enjoying a game of lawn bowls on a 

lovely spring or summer day.  

The club is located on the domain in Mapua, just 

behind the tennis courts.  

Ever think it might be interesting to give lawn bowls a 

go? New bowlers are warmly welcomed by the club. 

Just stop in on any of the roll -up afternoons which 

start at 1:15.  

Bowls are available for use and coaching is available. 

You just need to wear flat -soled shoes to protect the 

green. The club offers a free monthõs trial for new 

bowlers.  

For information about the bowling club or booking the 

clubhouse and facilities please call Secretary, Di 

Blanchet (540 2627).  

Or check out our web page:   

sporty.co.nz/mapuabowls  
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Recreation 
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Whole Barley 25 kg bags  
$19 per bag including GST.   

 

Phone 021 454 731  

or  

03  526 7004 

Recreation 

Kelly Bowater Rally Against Cancer  

Moutere folk of all ages donned their pink tennis attire to support the Kelly Bowater Rally Against Cancer on Sunday morning.  Local Tennis Coach 

Vanessa Mairs put the participants through their paces with her cardio tennis session. Judging by the shrieks of laughter, it  was a successful morning 

supporting a great cause.  


