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L o c a l  L i v e s 

Back in the 1980s and 90s, Rik Martin built up a good 
stock of vinyl records while doing a bit of DJing. The  
collecting didnõt stop there. òI donõt go for anything spe-
cific but Iõm always on the lookout for good quality items 
that catch my eye,ó he says. Original film and music post-
ers, authentic canvas bus lines, 1950s airline bags and 
vintage lamps are among the items heõs sourced at        
markets, fairs and auctions in the UK and NZ over the 
years.  

A carpenter by training, Rik also enjoys turning his hand 
to some upcyclingñadapting old ôPush Onceõ Bakelite 
bus bells into front door bells, for example. òI recently 
found two metal luggage racks from a decommissioned 
Metropolitan line train, which would make great towel 
holders now theyõre polished up,ó he says.  

Rik, his partner Netty Hine and their daughter Lily, now 
19, moved to New Zealand from the UK in 2006ñwith 
son Charlie, 12, arriving soon after they had settled in 
Upper Moutere. Following a brief stint working for a 
Nelson builder, Rik returned to his familiar self -employed 
lifestyle, mixing home renovation jobs with making bench 
tops, cupboards, chicken houses and anything carpentry-
related. 

For a while, he ran his own online vintage store, with the 

familyõs hallway doubling as a showroom for people 
wanting to see potential purchases. As the business grew, 
this was no longer an option, and he decided to take the 
next step and open a fixed base: The Vintage Room in 
Mapua. The funky black container store is open most 
weekends in the summer, spring and autumn months, on 
public holidays, and by appointment at other times.  

Netty, a teacher aide at Mapua School, has joined the 
venture by sourcing good quality, reasonably priced 
clothing labels of the vintage and retro kind, which have 
proved a real draw card.  

When heõs not working, or coaching Charlieõs 13th grade 
football team, or fulfilling his voluntary firefighting du-
ties for Mapua Fire Station, Rik is likely to be on the 
search for more vintage, salvage and reclaimed goods for 
their store. òWe bring back collectables whenever we go 
over to the UK, but Iõm also into Kiwiana,ó he says. òWe 
have a 1930s Kiwi boot polish kit in the shop at the mo-
ment, along with a 1950s New Zealand travel poster and 
some great Caltex maps from the same period.ó 

If youõre after unusual, good quality, well-made vintage 
pieces, you know where to head! 

www.thevintageroom.co.nz 

A love of collecting unusual, one -off items led Rik Martin to opening The Vintage Room in Mapua.   
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevineðyou help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month.  

P l e a s e  e m a i l  y o u r  p r i n t - r e a d y  a d  t oð
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere 
Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising : 

Ð  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

Ð  Business card size advertisement: $12 

Ð  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

Ð  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

Ð  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items  

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costsðsee above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available 
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the -grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff.  

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, 
Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Heather Eggers and Annabel 
Duncan. 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 
product or a service. 

The Grapevine has the right to refuse publication of 
advertisements or submissions that are inappropriate, 
offensive or defamatory. 
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MOTUEKA RECREATION CENTRE, OLD WHARF ROAD  

This show, started in 2003, highlights the work of its 38 members. Visi-

tors to the show are assured of seeing new and original works as none of 

these quilts has previously been shown in the area. Adding to the fla-

vour is an optional Challenge for members. This year the inspiration was 

òSomething Fishyó which should bring forth some creative and interest-

ing interpretations.  There will be two guest New Zealand wide travel-

ling exhibitions. The Hoffman Challenge is an annual challenge where 

participants have to include a particular new Hoffman patterned fabric. 

Spotting this fabric in the quilts can be like a òWhereõs Wallyó exercise!  

The second exhibition is this yearõs Art Deco Challenge from Aotearoa 

Quilters.  

Entry to the show is $5 and this includes tea or coffee and home baking. 

Motueka Quilting Connection will be having an Open Day on July 17 

and August 21 and offering a Beginners Class September 4 if your visit 

to the Show whets your appetite and inspires you to have a go and join 

this friendly group.  Meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays 

of each month in the Motueka Band rooms in Old Wharf Rd from 9.00ñ

3.00. A wide range of quilting takes place and often there are visiting 

tutors to teach a particular class or skill as well as mini classes and dem-

onstrations by  club members. 

As well as hands on quilting, club members are involved in a number of 

charity initiatives. Quilts are made for the NICU at Nelson Hospital 

where parents can choose a quilt for their baby. There is a raffle with 

prizes of a sewing machine, quilt and basket of goodies associated with 

our show where 100% of the proceeds are donated to charities, usually 

two each year. Since 2008, $15,350.00 has been donated to local commu-

nity groups and projects. This does not include the many quilts also 

donated to charities, groups and individuals.  

MOTUEKA QUILTING CONNECTION  

ANNUAL QUILT SHOW  

RECIPE: This month Sue Gee gives us a recipe to accompany soups and stews 

 
Potato Bread (makes two loaves) 

 
1 cup mashed potato, 2 eggs (beaten), ½ cup soft butter, ½ cup sugar, 1 teaspoon salt, 2 ¼  teaspoons dried yeast, ½ cup 
warm water, 5 cups flour (saving some for rested method and kneading etc) 
 
In a small bowl combine sugar, salt, yeast and warm water until it is foamy. In a large bowl mix together eggs, butter and 
mashed potato.  Add the yeast then mix in enough of the flour to make a soft dough that can be kneaded by hand. Turn out onto 
a  floured board and knead until smooth and elastic. 
 
Put dough into a greased bowl, cover the bowl and set it somewhere warm to rise. When it is double in bulk, punch down and 
pull the dough into the centre to make a ball.  Turn out onto a floured board and knead briefly. Divide the dough into two, shape 
into loaves and put into 2 greased loaf tins. Set them aside in a warm place, letting them rise again for approximately 40 min-
utes. 
 
Bake at 375F/170C for 40 minutes or until when tapped they sound hollow.   
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