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L o c a l  L i v e s  

Got a bag of horse ribbons and rosettes in your tack shed? Or a 
box of A&P show ribbons in your attic? Upper Moutere’s Sue 
Tonge has come up with a clever way of turning them into bed 
quilts, cushions, wall hangings, tote bags and more. “The bright 
colours and silky fabrics make beautiful quilts,” she says. 

For Sue, sewing, crochet and embroidery are a relaxing hobby 
for when she’s not out digging fencepost holes or clearing gorse 
on the 74-acre property she and husband Dave have lived in for 
the past 12 years since moving to New Zealand from the UK.  

“We’d always loved New Zealand and had been here a number 
of times before we moved,” she says. “We both had busy corpo-
rate jobs in London—Dave was a chartered accountant and I ran 
an HR restructuring consultancy—and we were ready for a 
complete change.” 

Sue has only positive things to say about their new lifestyle, 
which has included getting heavily involved in the local com-
munity.  

The sewing began after she visited the Motueka A&P show one 
year and noticed there were no entries for the charity class of 
the handicrafts section. “I used to make my own clothes many 
years ago, and I still had my old sewing machine. So, I turned 
our sleep-out into a sewing studio and made some toys.”  

“It’s something I’d never have done in London and it’s become 
this wonderful way to get away from the grubby jobs for a 
couple of hours, listening to music as I sew.” 

As a youngster, Sue had also had horses and, though she says 
she’s a novice herself, she has got to know some extremely 
talented horsewomen in the local area through keeping a couple 

of rescue horses on her land. “I’m not very good at riding but 
horses keep you so active and I feel I’m doing something posi-
tive by looking after them,” she says. 

It was this connection with fellow horse lovers that led to the 
ribbon quilts. “I make a lot of exhibition items for A&P shows 
and also like to make things for friends and neighbours. For 
children, in particular, winning ribbons is a tremendous 
achievement and it’s lovely to give them something to showcase 
their successes.” 

The two quilts in the photo are typical examples: the one on the 
left containing some of the ribbons won by Ayla-Lee Martin, 
and the one on the right by Libby Ker. “Both of these young 
women are expert horse riders and have won a huge amount of 
awards—these are just some of their achievements,” says Sue. 

Her ideas for what to make with prize ribbons know no bounds 
and include large toy animals and brightly striped tea cosies. 
Several of her creations have won sewing competitions, includ-
ing first prize for her quilts in one of the sewing sections at this 
year’s Golden Bay A&P show. This contributed to her winning 
the hotly contested overall Trophy for Most Points in the 
show’s industrial section.        

“It’s a hobby rather than a business, and if it helps someone 
that’s marvellous,” she says. 

If you’d like to contact Sue about getting something made from your 
show ribbons, call her on 0210 251 0273. 

Upper Moutere’s Sue Tonge turns show ribbons into beautifully colourful quilts—and much more be-

See more examples of Sue’s creations on page 7. 
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevine—you help us 
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 
community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month. 

P l e a s e  e m a i l  y o u r  p r i n t - r e a d y  a d  t o —
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere 
Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising: 

∞  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

∞  Business card size advertisement: $12 

∞  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

∞  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

∞  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items 

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costs—see above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available 
at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, 
Beverly Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Heather Eggers and Annabel 
Duncan. 

Disclaimer 

Views expressed in articles in The Grapevine are not 
necessarily those of The Grapevine team or its editor. While 
every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information included in this publication, The Grapevine takes 
no responsibility for errors or omissions or for any 
consequences of reliance on this information.  Publication of 
advertising material implies no endorsement of either a 
product or a service. 

The Grapevine has the right to refuse publication of 
advertisements or submissions that are inappropriate, 
offensive or defamatory. 
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JUNE 2019 CALL OUTS 

 

15/6 Investigate smoke, area of old coach road/maisey road 
 
19/6 Hot air balloon landed on power wires, Davey Rd. 
 
24/6 Stove top fire, Aranui Rd Mapua 

 

The Grapevine Says..... 

Upper Moutere Village has times in the day when anyone passing 

through would think there’s not a lot happening around here, but boy 

are we spoiled for choice at times.  By the time this goes to print, the 

Sarau Winter Sale will have seen the carparks at Moutere Hills 

Community Centre chockablock with visitors from all parts of the 

region.  No doubt there’ll be a flow on effect throughout the village 

from the two day event, so parking could be at a premium up there too. 

August 25th will see car enthusiasts gathering for The Moutere Hop 

that was featured on last month’s front page. Proceeds from the event 

will go to The Cancer Society Daffodil Day, always worth supporting. 

When it comes to culture,The Old Post Office is hosting workshops 

for the arty and crafty. The Moutere Inn has regular events that 

cover a broad range of interests, so be sure to take a look at their ad 

in the Grapevine or check out their Facebook page for upcoming events 

- whiskey and cigars anyone? Quiz night’s good for the brain cells and 

seems to get the friendly rivalry going and you can’t beat a good old 

sing along on folk music nights. Tasteology at Kahurangi Vineyard is 

treating locals to a bit more variety on regular basis with their food 

cart night once a month.  It’s a popular occasion and worth booking 

ahead for. 

There’s so much kids sports and adults sports and fitness happening at 

The Moutere HIlls Community Centre, none of us should have any 

excuses for being unfit.  There’s not many villages of our size that have 

such a well equipped gym and function centre either. 

So, while most of us like the fact that we’re a little off the beaten 

track, we really do have the best of both worlds - don’t we? 

Thank you from the Upper 

Moutere  

Volunteer Fire Brigade 

 

Our brigade would also like to give a huge thanks 

to Shena, Dave and all the people involved in the 

fundraising at the Moutere Inn for the (TIC) 

thermal imagery camera.  

 

We are so humbled by all the support we have 

been shown and are proud to be a part of such a 

great community. 

 

Thanks Kelly. 
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Community  

MOUTERE HILLS COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Phone:  543 2516 

Email:  enquiries@mouterehills.org.nz 

Website:  www.mouterehills.org.nz 

 

Dear Community 

The shortest day has been and gone but the nights are still drawing in early, so having the chance to do some indoor activi-

ties at the centre at this time of year is a great option when trying to keep active in the winter months. It’s been a busy month 

with a number of meetings taking place during the day and  

Cindy has been cooking up some yummy lunches to keep them fed. There has been lots of JAB rugby and football action 

taking place on Saturday mornings out on the fields. It is great to see our local young kids getting active on the fields on 

these cold winter mornings, and supporters cheering them on from the  

sidelines. Our fitness classes are continuing to be popular and we haven't had to turn on the heaters yet as Marv , Karl, Vicki, 

and Cindus soon have hearts beating, and the blood pumping getting participants nice and warm. Classes are open to the 

general public as well as fitness centre members so if you feel like coming down and joining in on any of our classes all fit-

ness levels are welcome!! 

Book Your $5 Spot Today! 
Rain or Shine 

Saturday 21st September  

9am — 12 noon 

FAMILY FATHERS DAY DINNER 
  

  Enjoy a delicious buffet meal with friends and family. Play some 
ball with the kids and hydrate with a cold beverage from the bar  

               

                Saturday 31st August 2019 

Doors open 5pm 

Dinner served at 6pm 
 

Adults $25  

Children $12.50 (5 to 12 years) 

Pre-Schoolers ($1 per year)  
 

Bookings Essential 
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Community 

Recipe: Kumara Gratin with Ginger 
 

This easy recipe from Sue Gee will have those 
around the table asking for more… 
 

Turn your oven to 180c, grease a 1.5litre baking 
tin. 
 

Peel and slice 1.4kg kumara into 1cm slices and 
put into the baking tin along with 2 cups of ginger 
beer, 1 dessert spoon of  grated ginger and salt 
and pepper to taste. Dot with 50grams butter cut 
into small cubes. 
 

Bake for about an hour or until cooked. 
Serve with a main meal -this will also make a nice 
lunch with salad. 
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Whole Barley 25 kg bags  
$19 per bag including GST.   

 

Phone 021 454 731  

or  

03  526 7004 

Chooks for Sale 

Hylines, regular batches 

$28 at POL. Heritage breeds. Fertile eggs. 

John McFadgen 021 234 4990 

For sale and wanted 

 

FARM WORKER WANTED 
 

With some mechanical and engineering skills. 

 

Contact Mike 0274432526 or Kem 0276577525 

 

Permanent position  

Eggers Hops,  

Moutere Highway 

 

 

Weaner pigs for sale - ready now.   

Philip 021 372 282 
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Tel 03 540 3208  treks@highplaces.co.nz 

HIGH PLACES 

www.highplaces.co.nz 

trekking worldwide 

 A day in the life….High Places 

DAY 5—CERRO TORRE 

 Sunrise on this east facing Fitzroy skyline 

is unforgettable and there is time to savour 

the moment. We rejoin the main trail where 

some easy walking alongside the small 

lakes of Lagos Madre y Hija (Mother and 

Daughter) leads into the valley of the Fitz-

roy River and our sheltered camp. Stand-

ing on the moraine ridge a few minutes’ 

walk from camp we hope to enjoy another 

of the great views of the trip.  

 Beneath us in the foreground is the glacier 

fed Laguna Torre and piercing the skyline 

beyond rise the famous pinnacles of Cerro 

Torre, Torre Egger and Torre Stanhardt, on 

whose walls some of the greatest moun-

taineering and rock climbing epic dramas 

have been played out. 4-5 hours. 

High Andes of Patagonia 

Mon 18 Nov—Thurs 5 Dec 2019 

Continued from the cover story... 

More examples of Sue Tonge’s horse ribbon creations. 
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Recreation 

COASTAL GARDEN CLUB 

Meets first Thursday of the month in the Tasman 

Bible Hall ( opp. Jesters) at 1pm 

Men and women most welcome to share their love 

of gardening. Guest speakers, workshops and 

garden visits  

Ph. 03 528 5405 Join us in the Sunday School Hall at 1.30pm for 

cards, bingo, scrabble, etc and some afternoon 

tea. 

 

Social Group meets fortnightly at the Sunday 

School Hall, Supplejack Valley Rd, Upper 

Moutere for fun and friendship.  

Everyone is welcome. 

 

For further information, contact: 

Beryl (03) 5432 438 

Shirley (03) 5432 122 
 

Craft n Connect 

Craft n Connect at the Old Post office in Upper 
Moutere the second and last Wednesday of the 
month from 1.30 till 3.30 pm.  

Bring your knitting, crochet, drawing, embroi-
dery or any craft and enjoy the company with 
others and have a lovely tea or coffee with cake 
from the cafe.  

Info: Marijke Lup 021 0231 9489 
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Oh! Dear, it’s raining! 

Good for the garden, good for writing and good for get-
ting cracking with our pastel winter challenge. Well the 
first two are underway but I have yet to start on the 
third, the challenge! As a group we have selected two 
pictures; one is a tree in glorious orange, autumnal Tech-
nicolor and the other is bees buzzing in blossom. They 
were chosen to inspire rather than copy.  

At first glance the biologist in me saw nerves and neural 
pathways in the branches of the tree; this might be a step 
too far but I have until August 6 to put my pastels to 
paper and then reveal my creation.  

It is always surprising and amazing what our group of 
artists devises from simple beginnings and the big reveal 
is a day to look forward to. Members of PANZ Nelson 
meet every Tuesday in Mapua Community Hall.  

Sometimes it is all about our personal painting (with a chat 
and cup of coffee, obviously!) but every so often a task will 
be thrown in that challenges thinking and skills. These are 
optional but well worth doing for fun and to throw up new 
ideas.  

As I write, the ‘Big Picture’ will be the next event in the 
‘challenge calendar’. The Tasman National Art Awards and 
Exhibition, to be held in our own community hall in October, 
is a prestigious event for work in all forms of media and the 
organising committee will welcome visitors and entrants 
alike.  

Information can be found on the art awards website or Face-
book page www.tasmannationalartawards.nz  

For any information about our pastel group please contact 
our Area Representative, Glenys Forbes on 03 540 3388 or by 
email gmforbes@ts.co.nz.  

You can visit our Facebook page: PANZ Pastel Artists of 
New Zealand to see national and international pastel art-
work.  

Sue England  
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Youth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s been happening MOA at WIO 
We’ve been loving having our MOA MEA (Mini Outdoor and 
Mini Environmental Adventurers) onsite. Years 1-4 (5-9 year 
olds) have been experiencing the fun of WIO and it’s wonder-
ful hearing and seeing them embrace the challenges we put in 
front of them. The Whenua Iti Foundation has committed to 
supporting 1000 places and we are looking for local busi-
nesses to collaborate with us and sponsor a class to attend – 
please let us know if this is something that interests you. 
 
What’s coming up – holiday programmes 
We now have holiday programmes galore in the planner – 
there are programmes for all ages and abilities including a 9-
day extravaganza focused on outdoor skills for 15+ year olds, 
Senior and Junior Journeys, Go Wild and Duke of Edinburgh 
Adventurous Journeys. You can fundraise to pay for your WIO 
experience so now is the time to plan your car washing, raf-
fles, quizzes and book your spot on the adventure of a life-
time!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus on… Duke of Edinburgh! 
WIO is now an Open Award Centre for the Duke of Edinburgh. 
This means you can enrol and take part in the Duke of Ed with 
our support. We have a meeting once a month where you can 
meet fellow award participants and find out more about the 
strands of the award. We also offer the Adventurous Journey 

at all levels and opportunities for Gold residential 
 
Outdoor Wanderings – Kaiteriteri 
This has to be the best time of year to visit Kaiter-
iteri if you are a local. The mountain bike park is 
nearly empty and has awesome rides for the 
whole family. There is a wide variety of walks 
along the coast and also inland from the back of 
the camp ground where you quickly climb to see 
some wonderful views. Still winter days provide 
calm seas so a kayak adventure exploring the 
coast is also an option and there are great deals 
on the ferries if you fancy a day in the Abel Tas-
man. Finish off with an ice cream or coffee and 
we reckon it’s a winner for a winter day out! 
 

 We’ll see you out there!  
www.wio.org.nz    info@wio.org.nz   

 Trades Academy Environmental Science students learnt all about our natural envi-

Look out for the MOA at WIO!! Mini Outdoor  
Adventurers having a blast . 

http://www.wio.org.nz
mailto:info@wio.org.nz
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03 526 7882  

021 102 9098 

Environment 

Professor James Renwick will speak on climate change in 

Mapua on Friday 9 August. An internationally recog-

nised climate scientist, he is well known for communicat-

ing with warmth, humour, and positivity, while being 

clear about the seriousness of climate change.  

He received the Prime Minister’s 2018 Science Communi-

cation Prize. His down to earth messages of individual 

and collective responsibility for climate action are di-

rected at everyone, from individuals to governments and 

all in between. His language is clear and straightforward 

and when he states ‘the most important thing we can do 

is talk about climate change’ few could think ‘he doesn’t 

mean ME...’. Besides his many speaking engagements he 

communicates climate science in the context of art 

through an initiative called Track Zero. Track Zero ac-

tively seeks collaboration with artists, scientists and 

other sectors to tell the climate story in ways that engage 

people’s hearts and minds so they feel empowered to act 

on climate change. Professor Renwick has worked in 

weather and climate research for 39 years and is Victoria 

University’s Head of School in Geography, Environment,  

and Earth Sciences. He has contributed to the work of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 

which informs global agreements on climate change ac-

tion, and is cur-

rently a conven-

ing lead author 

for the next IPCC 

Assessment Re-

port due in 2021. 

At Mapua he will 

address the cur-

rent state of the 

changing climate 

and what future 

climate would 

look like with 

global tempera-

ture warming of 

1.5oC-2 oC and beyond, and look at how much time we 

have and what’s required to stop warming at 1.5o or 2 o . 

This is a vital message to hear and empower us to spread 

the commitment for urgent action amongst all our net-

works.  

Professor Renwick is hosted by Motueka Greens on 

Friday 9 August at Mapua Community Hall, 7:30 pm, 

$10, includes supper. Door sales only; students free 

with ID. Further information, Heather 03-522 4458.  

Professor James Renwick 

Climate Emergency - What’s the Story?  
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From the ridgetops to the sea, nurturing the mana and mauri of the Moutere estuary, its 

connected waterways, its biodiversity, and its people is our collective responsibility. 

Recently two separate groups of landowners have mobilised to help support the 

Moutere.  One focusing on the freshwater catchment and the other on the Moutere 

Inlet.  These groups are working on a collective plan including a vision, objectives, 

actions and funding opportunities. 

We will soon be looking for other like-minded people from our community to join 

the initiative to support in planning, leading sub-catchment initiatives, volunteering 

for activities, or registering their land for potential remediation or restoration op-

portunities.  The aim is to build on and support the great work currently being done 

by the Tasman District Council, community groups and  landowners.The Moutere 

inlet environment 

The Moutere Inlet is a shallow tidal estuary (760 ha) surrounded by land developed 

for roads, horticulture, forestry and residential use.  The development has led to the 

loss of original shorelines - the western side is bordered by SH 60 isolating most of 

the western bays (loops), loss of the original vegetation, and a general degradation 

in the overall environmental “quality” of the estuary. Measurements at selected 

sites (Stevens and Robertson, 2013) reveal high and increasing sediment content, 

reduced sediment oxygenation, nutrient enrichment and reduced biodiversity.  

There is also the likelihood of legacy pesticide residues, and pollutants from indus-

trial plants and former Motueka and Tasman dump sites. 

Despite the modification, the estuary is a significant feature of the district, is very 

accessible, attracts a variety of birdlife and provides an entrance to Motueka.  There 

is a strategy in place for the inlet which we can build on. 

The Moutere River Catchment 

The Moutere River catchment is 14,680 ha with the majority in pasture (62%), exotic 
forest (24%) and horticulture 12%.  I has some of the poorer water quality in the 
region.  Only 5% of the original wetlands on the flats remain.  It has been the subject 
of a recent ecological and water quality survey (James, 2018).  Sections of the river 
have been straightened and modified.  Sediment in the river is an issue largely 
stemming from forestry harvesting in the upper reaches, land development 
(particularly large areas converted from pine forest to rural-residential from 2007) 
and stream bank erosion (Gibbs and Woodward, 2018).  Lack of tree cover along the 
river is contributing to eroding banks, lack of shade, elevated water temperatures 
and growth of filamentous green algae and  a predominance of pollution-tolerant 

macro-invertebrates.  Low flow in the river during summer is also a significant 
issue.  The Moutere River catchment is close to the sea and is important for native 
fish.  Riparian planting could provide a biodiversity link between stands of remnant 
native forest in the catchment. Riparian planting is limited by the width of riparian 
margins and flood control practises. It is hoped that with this project compromises 
can be obtained that ensure both flood control, bank stabilisation and river ecosys-
tem health. 
With collective action we can a create a river that the Moutere community can be 

proud of for future generations. 

Anyone wanting to be involved can contact Annette Litherland from NZ Landcare 
Trust Annette.litherland@landcare.org.nz  027 72 44445 

Restoring the Moutere: Ridgetops to the Sea 

mailto:Annette.litherland@landcare.org.nz
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Animals 
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Animals 

 
 New cattle dehorning regulations 

Are you a beef or dairy cattle farmer or do you have cattle on your lifestyle 

block?   

Did you know that as of 1 October 2019, new rules will require local anes-

thetic to be used when disbudding and dehorning cattle? 

These new rules are part of The Animal Welfare (Care and Procedures) 

Regulations 2018. 

Now is the time of year when many farmers meet with their vet to make a 

health plan for the new season.  Make sure you’re informed of the require-

ments if you have any cattle on your property. 

Why do we dehorn cattle?  

Horned cattle are dangerous to both people and other animals.  Ingrown 

horns are painful.  It’s always worth considering horn management when 

purchasing cattle.  Dehorning adult cattle is stressful to the animal which 

can result in a significant growth/production check.  You can avoid having 

to dehorn cattle buy using polled breeds.  Another option is disbudding 

young calves – this procedure stops horns from growing.   

Dehorning and disbudding are painful procedures.  As of 1 October 2019, 

all cattle of any age will need “an appropriately placed and effective local 

anesthetic that is authorized by a vet for the purpose of the procedure”.  

Note this procedure is not limited to vets – clients can be trained to use 

local anesthetic and do the procedure themselves, under veterinary super-

vision. 

 

We strongly recommend disbudding calves under sedation with local an 

aesthetic.  This allows for complete pain free removal of the horn buds.  

Other procedures can be done at the same time such as removal of extra 

teats, ear tagging, castration of bull calves and vaccinating.  Calves are 

also given extra pain relief which lasts 24 hours.  Treated calves recover 

more quickly, spend less time head shaking/ear flicking and are less prone 

to bleeding. 

Many dairy farmers already comply with these new regulations and choose 

to have a vet out to do all their disbudding every year.   

The legal requirement to provide local anesthetic is not only more humane 

and long overdue, but there will be steep penalties if the rules are broken: 

If you disbud calves without using effective local anesthetic you could 

face a criminal conviction and a fine of up to $3000 for an indi-

vidual or $15000 for a business 

If you dehorn cattle without using effective local anesthetic you could 

face a criminal conviction and a fine of up to $5000 for an indi-

vidual or $25000 for a business. 

If you allow horns to become ingrown, you can be fined $500.  Horns 

are considered to be ingrown when either the tip or the side of 

the horn pierces, inflames or causes abrasion to any part of the 

body.   

Check out www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide

-to-the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/.   

 

 
 

http://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide-to-the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide-to-the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/
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www.markcareycontracting.co.nz  

Contractors 

http://www.markcareycontracting.co.nz/
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Health and Wellbeing 
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Essay 

 

In the late 1990s I turned a corner in my life. Actually, I 

turned quite a few because I became a driving instructor in 

Belfast. It was a job that I swore to myself that I would never 

do, even though it was suggested to me by family and friends. 

My reason for not wanting to be a driving instructor was that I 

felt I would become bored very easily and before I knew it, I 

would be teaching my customers handbrake turns and 360-

degree skids. These were the skills I possessed after spending 

time as a reckless teenager with my parents’ car and years in 

the army perfecting these manoeuvres in land rovers. 

My driving instructor career was only ever going to be a stop 

gap until I figured out what I really wanted to do with my life. 

Ten years later I was still trying to figure it out and by this 

time I had put hundreds of people through their driving test. 

It’s a common misconception that you need nerves of steel to 

do this job. As the instructor, it was up to you to be in control 

by using good teaching methods. Hence, I was never scared of 

other vehicles and general traffic. It was more my customers 

who had the ability to make me worried, not their driving 

more their personality traits. 

I taught people of all ages from 17 to 64 years old, both gen-

ders and across the social and work spectrum. To give you a 

few examples, there was a 20-year-old women called Angela. 

After the first couple of lessons I realised we had a slight 

problem. Angela would close her eyes (whilst driving) when-

ever I gave her instructions, so I was faced with a dilemma. 

Give her instructions, she would close her eyes and we would 

potentially crash or not give her any instruction and we 

would still potentially crash. 

 Jack was 17 and eager to pass his driving test as soon as 

possible. Although more than capable, Jack failed his test 7 

times. As soon as an examiner sat beside him, Jack’s mind 

(against his will) would leave him and float off to the far side 

of the moon. Hence, when he was asked to turn right at the 

roundabout, that’s exactly what he would do. The problem 

was he didn’t attempt to go around the roundabout to do 

this, he just would turn right into on coming traffic. He just 

took a short cut, I guess. It was with great relief to me and 

the examiners (he was on their Christmas card list) to see 

him pass on his 8th attempt, just a week before his 18th birth-

day. Apparently, it took him 8 times to get his 18th birthday 

party right too.  

Kerry, a 40-year-old women passed her test first time and in 

some ways was my biggest challenge. When I met her for her 

first lesson, I asked her the usual question, “have you had 

any driving lessons before?”  “Yes” she replied I’ve had 25.” 

Seeking more info, I repeated, “25 lessons?” To which Kerry 

replied “no, not 25 lessons, 25 instructors.” My brain 

screeched to an emergency stop. Twenty-five instructors. She 

began to reel off the names of every other instructor in the 

area. I was the only one in the area that she hadn’t tried. 

Somehow, I managed to get her through her test. 

One day I took a call from the Probation Service. They had a 

customer for me who was due to be released from the Maze  

 

 

 

prison. This infamous prison was home to Northern Ireland’s 

hardened criminals and terrorists from both sides of the sec-

tarian divide. The prisoner called Terry was in his early 40s 

and he had day release every Monday. I would collect him 

from his house in the heart of the republican area of Belfast 

at 2pm. He would have his lesson, get dropped off again at 

his house and have a couple more hours of freedom until he 

was returned to the Maze prison. 

The places that you took learner drivers to and routes for 

the driving test itself spanned across the city. You could 

find yourself doing a parallel park in a place that had kerb 

stones painted red, white and blue. Union Jacks hanging 

off lampposts alongside red hand of Ulster flags. Just in 

case you hadn’t picked up on the clues there would also be 

a mural on the gable end of a house depicting a man wear-

ing a balaclava and pointing a gun. The words above him 

would read ‘Welcome to Loyalist South Belfast’. I’m no ex-

pert on advertising and marketing but I think they could 

have injected a bit of warmth into that welcome by maybe 

dropping the balaclava at least. Of course, it was the same 

in other parts of the city but different colours (green, white 

and gold), different allegiances.  

One of Terry’s lessons took us into a loyalist part of the 

city, and whilst he was executing a perfect 3 point turn 

between the red, white and blue kerb stones, he stopped 

looked, at me and said, “can we get the hell out of here and 

quick?” 

He was visibly shaken, and he told me that he would be 

recognised as a republican in a loyalist area. So off we sped 

at 30mph, having of course checked our mirrors and blind 

spot.  

He asked me at the end of the lesson if I wanted to know 

what he had done to be locked up for a considerable length 

of time. Acting nonchalantly, I said, “It doesn’t bother me, 

you are just a customer that I am teaching to drive”. Of 

course, I was very interested about why he was inside, so I 

let him continue and tell me. Terry had robbed a bank at 

gun point. This would have been an order from the republi-

can army as all criminal deeds were controlled by the para-

militaries on both sides. He continued  and told me the key 

elements to robbing a bank were, maximum terror, mini-

mum time. I would have thought that not getting caught 

would’ve been an element too, one maybe Terry had over-

looked. To Terry’s credit he did say that at the time he 

thought it was a victimless crime i.e. nobody gets hurt and 

the bank can handle losing the money, but when he went 

to court and heard how terrified the staff had been, he real-

ised the awful impact it had on them. 

Terry went on to pass his driving test first time. My job was 

done. At least I knew that if he robbed a bank again he 

would drive safely as the getaway driver. 

By L.M 

The paintings on the walls of release 

Are colourful but are no Matisse And I'm divided between 

penguins and cats…….”    

Essay: Prisoner of the White Lines on the Roads 
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