
 

  

 

 
 
 

Six years ago, Murray Gott started growing vivid 
Pacific Blue and Grosso lavender on the five acres 
directly in front of his Upper Moutere home.  

Originally from Oamaru, Murray had worked for 
many years in hospitality—a job that had taken him 
all around the world—before settling here 15 years 
ago.  “I had seen lavender growing in countries like 
South Africa, Argentina, France, Japan and Italy, and 
decided to create a lavender farm, as I was looking 
for a lifestyle change.” 

In the first year, his 12,000 plants provided flowers 
but no oil, and in the second the oil hadn’t yet hit the 
right notes. “The first real production harvest wasn’t 
until the third year,” he says. 

Harvest time is around Christmas time for the 
Pacific Blue, with Grosso following in mid-January. 
The oil is extracted from the flowers through a steam 
distillation process. For every 100kg of Pacific Blue 
flowers, Murray makes 1.5 to 2 liters of oil, with 
100kg of the larger Grosso flower making 3 to 3.5 
liters. 

The oil is then bottled and cellared at a constant 
temperature for at least six months until the 
fragrance is just right. From there, it can be 
transferred to small bottles of essential oil or turned 
into other products.  

Murray says he makes a wide range of different 
products under the Moutere Lavender Company 
brand. These include lavender soy candles, massage 
oil, room spray, linen spray, bath oil, hand cream, 
bath salts and lavender honey. He also works with 
Nelson’s Global Soaps to produce a range of 
lavender soaps, lip balms and shampoo bars. 

Most of these he sells at the weekly Nelson and 
Motueka markets, and at seasonal fairs, such as the 
Founders Christmas Market and Mapua Easter Fair. 
The next step is online sales, with a website 
currently in development. 

When he’s not handcrafting his lavender products, 
Murray is busy tending to his plants, weeding and 
mowing between the rows. Lavender loves hot 
summers and cold winters, when it lies dormant, he 
says. This is the season to fertilise the lavender with 
seaweed, in preparation for the first bright shoots of 
spring. 

You can find the Moutere Lavender Company on 
Facebook. 
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LAVENDERS BLUE 

At his Upper Moutere lavender farm, Murray Gott 
makes fragrant oil for use in a range of products.  
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 
Thank you for advertising in the Grapevine—you help us cover 
the cost of producing and delivering this free community 
newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month. 

P l e a s e  e m a i l  y o u r  p r i n t - r e a d y  a d  t o —
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-
ready copy to Tanya Doty at the Old Post Office/Moutere Gold. 

The following prices apply for advertising: 

∞  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

∞  Business card size advertisement: $12 

∞  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

∞  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

∞  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to our 
account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items 

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 
make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 
are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 
our costs—see above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available at 
www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine courtesy 
of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, Beverley 
Sellers, Sharon Beuke,  Avril Stephens and Heather Eggers.  

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the voluntary 
editors and no responsibility is taken! 
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Community 

FREE doTERRA Essential Oil 

Talk & Sharing  

at Mapua Community Hall.  

An open and fun forum for learning effective health 

tips, with potent remedies for an array of ailments!  

FREE Giveaways.  

Thursday, 3rd May   

6pm-8pm.  

Enquiries: Ph Molly on:  Molly on: 027 4540663  

tel:027-4540663
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Art 

Competition and Exhibition 
The Motueka Arts Council are holding their competition 
and exhibition again in 2018 with this year’s theme 
‘Create to Celebrate.’  This can include any item that is 
used for a celebration, festival, parade, or any other event 
that is important to you.  There are classes for fibre and or 
yarn, fabric and materials or combinations from the earth 
and a class for persons aged 16 years or under.  This is a 
good opportunity for crafts people to let their creative 
imagination run wild, try things they have only dreamed 
of but most importantly have fun.  There will be a 2 day 
exhibition on in August 17th and 18th where all entries will 
be displayed so this will give you, the entrant, a platform 
to show your work.  This competition is free to enter. 

Funding support for this event is from Creative 
Communities Tasman. 

 

Entry form are available now at Potters Patch Motueka, 
Cushla’s Village Fabrics Mapua or Cruella’s Natural Fibre 
Boutique Nelson or email 

motuekaartscouncil@gmail.com 

 

Shirley Wallace  
Competition Convenor 

mailto:motuekaartscouncil@gmail.com
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Art 

 

May 2018 

Newsletter 

 

 

Pastel Artists of New Zealand, Nelson Region 

It gives me great pleasure to start out the newsletter arti-
cle with accolades for our Nelson Region Pastel group.  
Several members of our regional group just returned 
from the 2018 Purely Pastel Convention & National Exhi-
bition held in Timaru.  Seven of our pastel artists artwork 
were accepted into this juried show and they were: Bill 
Burke, Anny de Groot, Glen Davenport, Glenys Forbes, 
Judith March, Sharon Platt and Nicola Reif.  Of these 
entries, Bill Burke won a Merit for his work entitled, Maria 
of Eclectic Antiques. The three judges of the artwork 
spoke of how difficult it was to choose the winners due to 
the quality of all the work presented.  Congratulations to 
Bill Burke for his Merit award and to all the members who 
had their artwork accepted into the Exhibition.  Well 
done! 
Those members who attended the exhibition and confer-
ence enjoyed the weekend of art, a day out in Oamaru, 
workshops, and camaraderie with our fellow artists from 
throughout New Zealand. 
By the time this article is published about 15 of our mem-

bers will have attended a 2-day workshop tutored by 

Leoni Duff of Tasmania, Australia. The workshop “Silver 

and Lace” was a study in still life.  We are always learn-

ing and improving our painting skills.  It is never too late 

to learn new things! 

PANZ Nelson meets every Tuesday morning 9am to 

noon at the Mapua Hall. We welcome visitors so do call 

in and see what we are doing. You may even decide to 

join us. We learn with laughter. 

For additional information please contact our Area Rep, 

Glenys Forbes at 03 540 3388 or by email 

gmforbes@ts.co.nz.  You can visit our FACEBOOK 

page: PANZ Pastel Artists of New Zealand to see what 

our pastel artists are creating. 

Gloria Anderson 

Interlude 

Rosenthal at Neudorf 

by Ruth Russ 
 

Having a new baby in the house is not conducive to side projects, 

like clearing land and restoring old toilet blocks. Instead, I have 

found myself sitting down a lot, recovering and reading. Merlene 

Bensemann and Clive Perry’s history of the Neudorf Valley caught 

my interest, particularly their impressive history and photographs of 

the old school and I have poured over those pages several times. 

Later, when I considered how much research must have gone into 

writing such a book, it made me think of the family history research 

I have conducted over the years and how people often shake their 

head at me when I tell them I’ve spent the day paging through 

digitised parish records, squinting at hundreds of scrawled, 

monotonous entries for baptisms, marriages and burials. 

What some people may not know, however, is that these records are 

often not monotonous at all. Put aside even the thrill of the chase - 

the hope as you turn every page that you might find one of your 

ancestors in the data. Some of these tomes also offer surprising 

insights into not only the lives of the individuals whose names are 

written on the pages but also into events that affected the wider 

parish. 

I found this was particularly so for the record books kept in Wells-

next-the-Sea, a coastal town in Norfolk, England. ‘The 1 yere of 

Quene Mary’ stretches in large, bold calligraphy across the column 

of scrawled entries for 1554, marking the beginning of Mary I’s 

bloody reign. In 1620 ‘a gwrait tempest of wind’ is described: a 

terrible storm that sank a ship and claimed the lives of several 

sailors of Wells. Tallies are given of the dead to calculate the 

increase or decrease in burials from year to year, the finding of 

which was a shocking increase of 117 in 1758 due to a smallpox 

epidemic. 

A rather astonishing and grisly occurrence in the Wells records is 

the habitual arrival of corpses that washed up on the shores of the 

Wells area and were, unavoidably, buried with no identification. All 

that could be listed on the burial records were distinguishing marks, 

if a body still bore any, such as this one in 1821: ‘Corpse from the 

Shore. Name not known. JB. marked on left arm.’ 

The parish record-keepers also added a surprising sense of 

cheerfulness and humour to their volumes. The bottom of the page 

in one such volume reads, ‘Vide Hy leaf, for some Marriages in 

1750, the Register of which wd seem to have been cut out here!’. 

Another example appears near the end of a volume beneath a list of 

burials. The rector noted, ‘See 2 pages Back for Burials 1754’, and 

tongue-in-cheek added the Bible verse, ‘For He who seeketh shall 

find’. Another record-keeper later added to the side note, ‘He will 

[rather] find them in pag.1 Vol. 6th’. 

So, all this to say, there are many things occupying my life and 

mind at present and unfortunately the lowest on the priority list is 

our little plot of land at Neudorf, but I’m hopeful we will get up 

there for a working bee or two before winter sets in. 

mailto:gmforbes@ts.co.nz
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Youth 

 

Mapua Playcentre 

Another successful Mapua fair took place on Sunday the 1st of 
March. The 36th year of the fair saw 13,000 people through the 
gates to enjoy the wide selection of stalls, food, rides and local 
music. Visitors to Mapua commented on the impressive variety of 
things on offer for all age groups, and also the relaxed and posi-
tive nature of the crowd. The fair is one of the many reminders of 
all this region has to offer. 

The parents of Mapua Playcentre and school joined forces, with 
other volunteers from the surrounding community, to bring the 
fair to life and continue the tradition of this important fundraiser 
for the tamariki of Mapua. Our strong community spirit was evi-
dent in many aspects of this event; including the planning and 
organisation leading up to the fair, the skills and talent contrib-
uted by locals on the day , and the consistent family focus 
throughout. This year the fair managed to raise even more money 
than last year and both Mapua school and Playcentre were very 
happy with the amount they will receive from it. 

Mapua Playcentre was open to the public during the event and 
this provided a pleasant chill out spot for many families to enjoy. 
The biggest hits of the day there were the playdough table, the 
swings and the sandpit. It was notable also that it provided a 
welcoming place for the whole family to relax and play together. 
The Playcentre space was able to add to the atmosphere of the 
day and the team members present really enjoyed meeting new 
families.. 

Mapua Playcentre has been a prominent place for families in the 
Mapua community for over 60 years. We have a qualified supervi-
sor on each session and we love having visitors so please feel 
welcome to drop in at any time and find out what Kiwi families 
have been embracing for generations. 

We offer a term of free sessions for first time families and all 
children under two are free. Session times are Mondays and Fri-
days 9:30am – 12 noon during school terms. You can find us at 84 
Aranui Road (behind the tennis courts by the scout den). Alterna-
tively, please contact us with any questions you have either by 
phone: Kathryn on 021 2534264, email: mapuaplaycen-
tre@gmail.com or find us on Facebook. 

From the mouth of a playcentre babe: 

Mum: “ Shall we take a hot cross bun to munch on when we play 
today?” 

Master 4: “ Sure, but is Munchon very far away?” 
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Food 
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Whole Barley 25 kg bags  
$19 per bag including GST.   

 

Phone 021 454 731  

or  

03  526 7004 

 

Animals 
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Animals 

 Mycoplasma bovis 

You may have heard about Mycoplasma bovis on the news.   

Mycoplasma bovis is a bacterium that causes illness in cattle, including 

udder infection (mastitis), abortion, pneumonia and arthritis.  It was first 

detected in New Zealand in July 2017 on a dairy farm in the South 

Island.  It is not a disease that can be passed on to people including 

through milk and milk products.  

The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) developed a nationwide 

surveillance programme and testing shows that Mycoplasma bovis is 

confined to about 22,000 cows in localised areas of the South Island and 

Hawkes Bay.  Mycoplasma bovis has not been detected in the Nelson/

Tasman region. 

MPI are now planning to eradicate Mycoplasma bovis.  Unfortunately this 

means culling all the confirmed cases.  This will be a planned process 

that will take weeks or months to complete.  For some farmers and vets it 

will be a challenging time – some farmers will know their cows 

individually, others will be losing genetics they have developed for 

generations. Ongoing screening will be necessary to ensure the disease 

is completely eradicated. 

This disease outbreak has been a useful test run for New Zealand’s 

biosecurity systems particularly NAIT (National Animal Identification and 

Tracing) which links animals, people and property. Farmer compliance 

with NAIT is imperative to provide fast, reliable and accurate information 

about stock location and movement whenever necessary – whether it’s 

for managing an existing disease in NZ such as bovine tuberculosis or an 

introduced disease such as Foot and Mouth Disease.  

If you own livestock particularly cattle or deer and want more information, 

the website is:  www.nait.co.nz 

Tail docking 

A reminder that as of 1 October 2018, tail docking in dogs will be illegal 

in New Zealand.  From October, it will be an offence under the Animal 

Welfare Act 1999 to remove a dog’s tail unless it’s done by a vet using 

general anaesthetic for therapeutic reasons to manage an existing injury 

or disease.  Dew claw removal is currently under discussion but as this 

also involves unnecessary cosmetic removal of healthy body parts, it is 

also likely to be banned unless done by a vet using anaesthetic for the 

treatment of injury or disease. 

Rabbit vaccinations 

Only a few days after writing last month’s article about the new strain of 

rabbit calicivirus, we were given information that the virus would be 

released in the Nelson area.  Therefore it is even more prudent to have 

your rabbits vaccinated as soon as possible, as well as implementing the 

other methods suggested for minimizing the risk of exposure to 

calicivirus.  Phone the clinic for more information or if you want to book in 

for our Rabbit Vaccination Days. 
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Sunday Meditation  
With Geshe Tharchin 

 
Begins Sunday 25th February 10 to 11.30 am 

and every Sunday following. 
 

Join us for the free vegetarian lunch  
 

Chandrakirti Centre 
289 Sunrise Valley, Upper Moutere 

 
Call 5432021 
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Gardening  

COASTAL GARDEN CLUB 
Meets first Thursday of the month in the Tasman 

Bible Hall ( opp. Jesters) at 1pm 

Men and women most welcome to share their 

love of gardening . Guest speakers, workshops 

and garden visits  

Ph.03 528 5405 

  
 

PLANT AND PRODUCE STALL  
8 SUNRISE VALLEY ROAD, Upper Moutere 

 
Jams- Marmalade-Chutneys 
     Small jars  $ 3 
     Medium jars  $ 4 
Vegetable seedlings    $ 2 
Plants- Herbs-Flowers $ 2 
Lavender wheat bags   $5 
Lavender bags            $5 
Organic vegetables and fruit 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Yoga Classes 

 
Wednesday mornings 9.30am – 10.45am 

Thursday Evenings 6pm – 7.15pm 
Begin Wed 24 January and Thurs 25th January 

 
At  Chandrakirti Centre 

289 Sunrise Valley , Upper Moutere 
 

Call Sue 0273912431 
 

$10 at the door. 
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