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There are two men living in the 

Moutere who are prominent and 

enthusiastic Freemasons.  Both Dave 

Stenning and Athol Allan hold senior 

positions in the South Island District of 

English Masonry.  

2017 is an important year which marks 

the tercentenary (300 years) since the 

formation of the United Grand Lodge 

of England and this is being celebrated 

in London at the end of October.   

However the English lodges in New 

Zealand are also acknowledging this 

momentous occasion with their own 

charity project.                                                             

Over 10,000 small teddy bears have  

 

 

been purchased and are being 

distributed throughout the South 

Island to Emergency Services, with the 

intention that they should be given to 

any child who is in need of comfort 

following a traumatic event.  There 

should be a teddy in every Ambulance, 

Fire Service vehicle and A & E facility 

waiting to be cuddled by a youngster 

who is feeling sad.  The local 

distribution started with a visit to the 

Upper Moutere Volunteer Fire Service, 

where Fire Chief, Fred Ewers and some 

of his crew accepted a quantity to place 

in the cab of the Fire Truck. 

 Continued on page 3 

Charity Begins at Home 

Freemasons Athol Allan  (left) and Dave 

Stenning  — local men involved with a 

major South Island charity event 
L O C A L   L I V E S 
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT 

Thank you for advertising in the Grapevine—you help us 

cover the cost of producing and delivering this free 

community newsletter each month. 

The deadline for  each issue is the 15th of the month. 

P l e a s e  e ma i l  y ou r  p r i n t - r ea d y  a d  t o —

umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print-

ready copy to Moutere Motors. 

The following prices apply for advertising: 

∞  Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free 

∞  Business card size advertisement: $12 

∞  1/4 page advertisement: $25 

∞  1/2 page advertisement: $50 

∞  Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available). 

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to 

our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16. 

Sending us editorial items 

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine 

from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions.  You 

make the newsletter an interesting  read! 

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you 

are telling the community about a commercial or fundraising 

venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover 

our costs—see above for bank details. 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available at 

www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine 

courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been 

constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, 

Beverley Sellers, Sharon Beuke,  Avril Stephens and Heather 

Eggers.  
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Community 

Continued from front page 

Usually the Master of each individual 

lodge selects a charity each year for which 

funds are raised and allocated.  However 

this year, being a special one, the charity 

funds have been combined throughout the 

South Island to make this significant 

donation. 

Athol and Dave are both members of the 

Southern Star Lodge in Nelson.  This is the 

oldest Masonic lodge in New Zealand, 

having been formed in 1853. Members 

have been meeting in the now historic 

building in Collingwood Street since 1885.  

There are also other forms of lodge 

meetings, one of which is purely for the 

pleasure of joining with friends and  

partners for a social gathering and evening  

meal, four times a year.  

If you have family connections with Freemasonry,  

or just curious to find out what it’s all about,  

a contact with either of these men would be most  

welcome.  Athol can often be found  

at the Moutere Store enjoying a coffee and loves  

to chat, or email Dave at dave@stenning.co.nz 

Upper Moutere   

Volunteer Fire Brigade  

Callouts from 16th July - 15th Aug 

 

18/7 House fire, College St  
Motueka 
 
27/7 Animal rescue, Wilson Rd/McKay 
Rd Lower Moutere 
 
7/8 Garage fire, Old Coach Road 

 

mailto:dave@stenning.co.nz
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Nelson Tasman Civil Defence Emergency Management Group 

Plan Review 2017 

Nelson Tasman Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) has reviewed its group plan and is 
now calling for public feedback on the revised draft. 
The vision of the group is a resilient Nelson Tasman community, and we are keen to engage our 
communities around the region in understanding our hazards and considering how we will respond 
to them. 
The plan, reviewed every five years, identifies the region's hazards and risks and how Civil Defence 
will effectively manage these across the four key activities of risk reduction, readiness, response and 
recovery. It has been updated by the Nelson Tasman CDEM Group, a partnership between Nelson 
City and Tasman District Councils, and its key partner agencies who are involved in the delivery of 
emergency management. 
The main sections of the plan include: 

 An assessment of the region's hazards and risks 

 A description of the group's plans to prepare for emergency events and ongoing recovery 

 An outline of operational arrangements for responding to emergency events 

 The group's plans to ensure a strategic approach to recovery 

 The group's structure, financing and decision-making processes 

 How the group monitors and evaluates itself 
Once approved, this plan will replace the previous group plan 2012 and will remain in effect until 
reviewed and/or amended by the group, for a period of no more than five years. 
The plan takes account of learnings from significant emergencies around New Zealand in recent 
years, including flood and earthquake events that have affected our own region. Changes from the 
current plan approved in 2012 include greater emphasis on planning for recovery and the role of 
communities towards this, transitional periods and transitional powers available during a transition 
period, boosting the role of the Lifeline Utilities group, and providing further options to support 
outlying communities in the event of civil defence events. The primary goals for the CDEM Group for 
the next five years have also been updated to include; 

Building strong, safe, resilient communities 
Reducing the risk of hazards 
Enhancing response and recovery Capability 

All feedback on the draft group plan is encouraged however we are also interested in your thoughts 
on the following areas; 

 Have we got the right emphasis in our plans 

 Are you aware of the natural hazards in your community? 

 What information do you need during large emergency events (such as floods and earthquake) 
and 

 How do you access this information? 

 Is there one thing you think we could be doing differently? 

Feedback is open from 4 August 2017 – 4pm 4 September 2017. 
 
Feedback can be made on the Nelson City Council website. 
 Contact Us 

 General Inquiries +64 3 546 9500 (Nelson Tasman Emergency Management Office) 

 After hours +64 3 546 0200 

 Motueka +64 3 528 2022 

 Richmond +64 3 543 8400 

http://nelson.govt.nz/council/consultations/consultations/
http://nelsontasmancivildefence.co.nz/contact
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Mapua Playcentre 
 

We’re running a series of family profiles over the 

coming months to introduce some of our 

playcentre families and what they love about 

playcentre. This is from Mel and her son James. 

“James is about to turn five and head off to school. 
When I look back he couldn’t walk when we first 
started play centre at the tender age of 14 months. 
Playcentre has assisted him in developing his 
confidence, exploring in a safe environment whilst 
teaching him the social skills of playing with 
others. The 'mess' and fun activities (gym visits, 
baking carpentry, painting, sandpit) all stay there 
too! 
As a new mum to Mapua it was also my first social 
outing to the area and I have developed some 
strong friendships as a result.  Both James and I 
will miss our play centre sessions but as a parent I 
am happy knowing he has learned many valuable 
skills which he will now take to school.” 
 
 
Our new veranda blinds are now up and look very 

smart. A big thank you to Pub Charity for their 

contribution of $750 towards the blinds. 

Playcentres are Ministry of Education-registered, 
the difference being parents’ input into their 
child’s learning, development and fun. At 
Playcentre, we follow the Early Childhood 
Curriculum ‘Te Whariki’ which is unique to New 
Zealand with an emphasis of child-initiated play 
and parent education. It’s a great way to really 
have hands-on play with your child, while you 
also get the benefit of having social interaction 
with other adults. 
 
Mapua Playcentre has been a prominent place for 
families in the Mapua community for over 60 
years. We have a qualified supervisor on each 
session and we love having visitors so please feel 
welcome to drop in at any time and find out what 
Kiwi families have been embracing for 
generations. 
 
We offer a term of free sessions for first time 
families and all children under two are free. 

. Session times are Mondays and Fridays 
9:30am – 12 noon during school terms. You 
can find us at 84 Aranui Road (behind the 
tennis courts by the scout den) 
 
 Alternatively, please contact us with 

any questions you have either by 
phone: Liz on 021998899,  

 email: mapuaplaycentre@gmail.com or 
find us on Facebook. 



 

9 

Community 

A date for your diary: Tuesday 

31st Oct 5-7pm 

Mapua Community Costume 

Carnival : 

Hills Community Church is holding its annual 
Costume Carnival at Aranui Park, Mapua on 
Monday 31st of October.  The carnival has 

been running for more than ten years and is 
a highlight in the calendar for families in 
Mapua and the surrounding districts. It is run 

as a free gift to the community, a positive 
trick-or-treating alternative at Halloween. 
Children, (and adults too if they like) are 

encouraged to come dressed as fairies, 
superheroes, princesses, animals, All Blacks, 
etc. (No scary costumes please). Prizes are 

given for the most creative costume to boys 
and girls in each age group (preschool, 
primary and teenagers, and adults). There 

will be a range of fun-filled games and 
activities to participate in. Bring your children 
for a fabulous, fright-free evening of old 

fashioned games, sled rides, jumping on the 
bouncy castle, and a free sausage 
sizzle.  Each time you have a go; earn a 

silver token to swap at the prize tent. http://
www.hillscommunitychurch.org.nz/ 
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MAPUA BOWLING CLUB 

THE WRITE BIAS 

Spring is in the air with a sense of anticipation for 

the lawn bowlers of our club.  With a buoyant membership 

a full bowling programme is on the cards and this year with 

a couple of exciting additions. 

The two club coaches are looking forward to 

spending Monday afternoons with some of the children 

from Mapua School.  This will be fun for us all and a 

fantastic opportunity to teach the elements of bowling to a 

group of young people.  There is still that perception that 

outdoor bowls is a sport for the elderly.  Sure, the older 

generation is able to participate but the future lies with 

the children and most of the top Kiwi bowlers are YOUNG!  

Shannon McIlroy, the Nelson-based singles world champion 

started to play when he was 6 years old.  Mapua School, 

bring it on! 

 The second exciting opportunity is extended to 

all members of the Mapua, Ruby Bay and Tasman 

community who may have any aspect of visual impairment, 

slight problems right through to complete blindness.  Lawn 

bowls is a wonderful game played by all ages and abilities 

and the pleasure, satisfaction and excitement a player 

receives from participating in the game is there for 

everyone. 

 Come and check us out at Mapua Bowling Club.  

You don’t have to be a member of the Blind Foundation. 

 Bowling equipment is provided with the 

exception of heel-less shoes to protect the green.  

Coaching is available at no cost in a group situation or one-

to-one.  We enjoy lovely club facilities where you will be 

made to feel extremely welcome by all club members.  We 

don’t expect you to commit to any initial financial outlay. 

 If this is of interest to you and you would like 

to know more, please feel free to contact either of the 

coaches: 

Sue England: 03 540 2934 

Mike Turnbull: 021 08376695 

We hope to enjoy your company and welcome you to our 

bowling green soon. 

 For general information about the Bowling Club or 

booking the clubhouse and facilities please call 

President, Dave England (540 2934). 
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Arts and Crafts 

September 2017 

Newsletter 

Pastel Artists of New 

Zealand, Nelson Region 

We are not alone in the world.  Pastel Artists of New 

Zealand is a member of a much wider organization.  We 

belong to the International Association of Pastel 

Societies (IAPS) which has member societies from all 

around the world; England, Scotland, France, China, 

Canada, the United States and many more.  There are 

71 in total.  That makes for a very large representation 

of pastel artists using pastel paints to create some 

amazing pieces of art.  We were fortunate to have two 

of our PANZ members representing us at the IAPS 

convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA this year.  

They were Glenys Forbes, our Nelson Area Rep and 

Judith White, former President PANZ from the Taranaki 

region. 

We have had a few successes in our local group recently.  

Congratulations to Sharon Platt who won our most 

recent National Pastel Online Challenge for her painting 

“A Good Catch.”   Also, many of our locals will 

remember Tony Allain, a former resident of the region 

but still a member of PANZ, now living back in England.  

Tony has achieved the level of Master Circle Pastelist 

with the International Association of Pastel Societies.  

This is a very high achievement and a first for New 

Zealand. Well done to our members! 

A reminder of coming events - Mark your calendar!  

Impressions National Art Awards 2017 is coming to the 

Mapua Community Hall from 7 October to 15 October.  

This is for paintings (wet and dry media), drawings and 

original prints. The Exhibition opens at 1:00pm on 

Saturday, 7 October with the Awards Ceremony from 3 

to 4:30pm.  Starting from Sunday, 8 October, the 

Exhibition will be open from 9:30am to 4:30pm and 

entry is free.  All artworks will be for sale.  Hopefully you 

will have time to come and enjoy this national art 

exhibition sponsored by Impressions Picture Framers & 

Art Supplies retail shop in Richmond.  Artists interested 

in entering this exhibition can contact Impressions 

directly by email:  impressions@actrix.co.nz. 

We welcome you to come on a Tuesday morning 

between 9:00am to 12:00pm at the Mapua Community  

PANZ

Hall on Aranui Road, Mapua to chat with our members 

and see what interesting pieces of art they are working 

on.  

We hope you might become inspired to give pastels a 

go.  Many of our members had never held a pastel in 

their hands before and are now hooked. 

For additional information please contact our Area Rep, 
Glenys Forbes at 03 540 3388 or by email 
gmforbes@ts.co.nz.  You can visit our FACEBOOK page: 
PANZ Pastel Artists of New Zealand to see what our 
pastel artists are creating. 
Gloria Anderson 

mailto:gmforbes@ts.co.nz
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Moutere Youth 

Rangers RFC Quiz Night 

9th September 7pm 

Moutere Hills Community Centre - $15pp 

 

More info at http://bit.ly/2t6mjri 

 

 

 

 

 

Look no further 

Spaces available now! 

Quality care and Education for 

0-5 year olds 

 

We offer: 

Age appropriate Programmes 

Respectful Relationships 

Family Focus 

Rural Enviroment 

Rich in Literacy and Numeracy 

 

Come and visit us at 

1519 Moutere Highway 

Email:office@countrykids.org.nz 

Phone: Nickie  or Anne 

035432819 

http://bit.ly/2t6mjri
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Weekend Working Wasp (or Bee, rather) 
Rosenthal at Neudorf 

by Ruth Russ 

 

When the settlement date for the Neudorf School site 

finally came around, my husband Isaac and I threw a 

weed-eater, a shovel, a chainsaw and the kids’ bikes 

onto the back of the ute and headed up to the School 

Block. After clearing the foliage from the driveway to 

make it wide enough for trucks and tractors, I 

shovelled moss off the tarmac while the adorably 

polite Isaac uttered frequent exclamations of “fudge 

biscuits” and “fiddlesticks” as he repaired the weed-

eater’s auto-feed every 1-2 minutes. He eventually 

gave up and hefted Dad’s old, blunt chainsaw, cutting 

down neglected, mostly-dead trees and dragging the 

branches away with the tractor until it got too dark to 

see. We experienced a brief moment of horror thinking 

we had cut down a kauri tree, but Dad—lover of all 

things native—confirmed it wasn’t. 

The next day, we spent the afternoon pushing over 

a huge wooden wall at the edge of the tennis court, and 

demolishing one of the sheds by the swimming pool. 

My intention has always been to salvage some of the 

wood from the old buildings to use in our eventual 

house. Isaac has never been in favour of this, as all the 

buildings are made out of pine and painted bright teal. 

Much to his chagrin, however, after he had chainsawed 

the wall of our newly-demolished shed in half, he 

discovered the buildings are in fact not all made of 

pine, and announced unwillingly, “Honey, I think this 

might be rimu.” Bless him; he could have kept quiet 

and I’d have been none the wiser. 

We salvaged the cladding whilst trying to avoid the 

resident wasps we had met previously at the open 

home in April. Although the nest had been destroyed 

soon after, a few of the persistent suckers had shifted 

into the rimu shed. Isaac poured petrol on every little 

nest he found, and we carried on. Most of the timber 

was in surprisingly good condition, aside from the 

rotted southern wall which has never seen the sun. 

After studying old photos of the Neudorf School 

building (the second one, built in 1910), I now suspect 

it to be the weatherboards’ original home, as their first 

two coats of paint match the first two colours of the 

1910 school building, which really tickles the 

unashamed sentimentalist in me. 

Despite our buzz of enthusiasm, for that first 

working bee we knew we weren’t going to make much 

of a dent in the section without heavy machinery. But 

luckily, Isaac’s father has a collection of oversized 

toys in his shed… 
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Food 

 

 

 

 
 

  

A n   U p d a t e 

Due to a huge amount of interest in the newly formed 
Moutere Kai Collective we thought we’d share some 
more information to help answer some of your 
queries.  

Firstly, we’re stoked that nearly half of the meals 
created at our July cook-up have gone out into the 
community already. However, there are still plenty 
waiting to find homes. 
We’re not equipped to deliver meals (yet!), so we need 
your help. The idea of the Kai Collective is to create 
meals that people then collect to give to people they 
feel would appreciate them.  So here are a few ways 
you can help us get them to where they need to be… 

Meals can be picked up from the MHCC every 
Friday between 10am and 12 noon: see Anna 
or Melody in the Playgroup room  

There are meals in the freezer at the Church 
hall – see Tessa Werner 

The staff at MHCC can access the Kai 
Collective freezer and give you a meal if 
they have time – please be respectful of their 
other work though, thanks. 

Our main stockpile is held in a freezer at the MHCC.  
We also bulk deliver to various organisations such as 
Country Kids, Salvation Army, Widows Network who 
then distribute meals for us.  

We need more helpers to get these meals out and 
about.  Meals are freely available;,no prerequisites: 
they are simply there for anyone in need of a little 
love. 

If you would like to support our work, please feel free 
to donate via our Give-a-little page,  

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/
themouterekaicollective 

or just search ‘Kai’ on Give-a-little to find us.    

Thank you for all the support so far. 

 

Braised Ox Cheeks 

Soo Gee cooks up a cheeky winter dish 

Two Ox Cheeks—about 800g, trim and cut in half

(available at Raeward Fresh in Richmond) 

 

One or two days beforehand make up a marinade of the 

following; 

300ml stout/beer, 4 star anise, 2 teaspoon coriander 

seed, 1 teaspoon chilli flakes, 1 teaspoon ground ginger.  

Mix together and add ox cheeks.  Cover and refrigerate 

up to two days. 

Remove ox cheeks from marinade and pat dry (save 

marinade). Heat some oil  in a heatproof casserole dish 

and brown the cheeks, remove when you’re happy with 

the colour.   

Add more oil if needed and gently fry 2 chopped onions, 

1 teaspoon garlic ( from a jar if you like) and 150g fresh 

chopped ginger. 

Return the cheeks to the dish, add the stout marinade 

along with two cups of  beef stock. Cover with lid and 

place in oven at 150c  for 3 hours. 

Best cooled overnight so you can remove the set fat.   

Reheat gently, taste for seasoning, adjust if needed and 

serve with creamy potatoes and green veg  - or make 

some herb dumplings which you can add on top of the 

dish in the last 15 minutes of cooking. 

 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/themouterekaicollective
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/themouterekaicollective
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Recreation 
 

 Nelson Botanical Society 

Field Trip Report  

Sunday 21 May  

Moutere Remnants, Upper 

Moutere  

 

A sunny day saw fourteen Nelson Botanical Society 

members welcomed, firstly, to Lancewood Villa, the 

home of Fiona del Bosco and Alastair Wilkinson, and, 

later in the day, to a neighbouring property owned by 

Susan Moore-Lavo and Tony Lavo. For the purpose of 

this field trip these two locations were titled "Moutere 

Remnants". But what remnants!  

Also joining us for the day was Martin Heine. 

Previously a manager with the Department of 

Conservation, Martin now works with the Tasman 

Environmental Trust and has been closely involved 

with advising on the restoration work that has taken 

place on the properties we were visiting. Martin 

explained that following the transformation of 

forested areas into pasture and the occurrence of 

beech dieback, the remnants are two of perhaps only 

ten remaining mixed beech-podocarp areas in the 

Moutere Ecological District - a district which at one 

time would have been almost entirely covered in 

forest.  

One hectare of Lancewood Villa land is QEII 

covenanted. After checking out Fiona and Alastair' s 

plant-purified swimming pool, it was towards this 

rabbit - (and dog-) proof fenced area we first headed. 

The way led though a native garden with many of the 

plants originating from Jack Walls, Fiona's father and 

an inveterate propagator of native species. The 

temptation to linger and ascertain the exact identity of 

the garden contents was resisted only by the promise 

of greater things to come.  

In the QEII area proper we were soon joined by 

fantails, enthusiastic to make short work of any 

"grubblies" we might disturb. Alastair and Fiona took 

over the property some five years ago at a time when 

its previous primary purpose as a place of formal 

retreat had somewhat diminished and the walkway 

 

 through the bush had suffered the advances of 

invasive weeds such as blackberry. Our unhindered 

pathway owed much to the hard work of our hosts in 

ridding the area of the invaders.  

The presence of the larger trees, such as Dacrydium 

cupressinum (rimu), Fuscospora solandri (black beech) 

and an impressive Podocarpus totara, seemed to 

emphasise the enduring nature of the bush. 

Consideration of the lower-level vegetation soon saw 

the original plant list, drawn up during a survey by 

Michael North, receiving ticks against the more familiar 

species. However some of the other less well-known 

entries needed a "Cathy clarification" to aid their 

identification. Two examples - Melicytus micranthus 

(swamp mahoe) sports leaves with a distinctive "Mrs. 

Simpson haircut" (think the TV series not the 

abdication) and a pale blotch at the base; and the fern 

Asplenium flaccidum, which is usually epiphytic while 

A.appendiculatum (previously A.terrestre) is 

predominately ground growing, has secondary pinnae 

that vary little in width compared to those of the latter 

which appear triangular in shape.  

Observation of a Mairie sparked a discussion on the 

differences between the four species of Nestegis - N. 

apetala (coastal maire) a North Island coastal tree, N. 

montana (narrow-leaved maire) N. cunninghamii (black 

mairie) and N. lanceolata (white maire). The two most 

obvious differences between black and white maire 

seem to be firstly, in the leaf midrib which is sunken 

below the top surface of black maire leaves but flush 

with the top surface in the case of white maire ; and 

secondly, in the veins on the underside of the leaves, 

which in black maire are visible whilst on white maire 

they are not. This species turned out to be white maire. 

 Even those members exhibiting a lamentable lack of 

enthusiasm for the intricacies of grasses and the like 

must surely have been impressed by the sedge Carex 

flagellifera with a flower stem that was nearly 2 m in 

length. Other additions to the plant list included 

Coprosma areolata with its strongly-veined and pointed

-tipped leaves; C. tayloriae with its distinctive layered 

branches; C. x cunnighamii showing resemblance in its 

various sizes to its parentage of C. propinqua and C. 

robusta; Cordyline australis (cabbage tree); Leucopogon 

fasciculatus (soft mingimingi); Pittosporum eugenoides 
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Continued from previous page 

(lemon wood) and Prumnopitys ferruginea (miro). Among 

the ferns added to the list were Lastreopsis glabella and 

L.microsora ssp. pentangularis and the impressive-

sounding shield fern Polystichum neozelandicum subsp. 

zerophyllum.  

After emerging from the bush we found ourselves in a 

paddock area that Fiona and Alastair are enthusiastically 

planting up with more native species. Various storms over 

the years have taken their toll on trees in the reserve but 

perhaps the most significant loss occurred in this boundary 

area between the bush and the paddock. Here we saw the 

remains of a most substantial Lophozonia menziesii (silver 

beech) blown down along with the considerable growth of 

the mistletoe Peraxilla colensoi that had once flowered 

prolifically on its branches.  

After lunch, in the sunshine and next to the swimming 

pool, we headed across the paddocks to be met by Susan 

and Tony who showed us around their land. Although 

consisting of a number of separate areas of bush and not 

under a QEII covenant, this larger site once again 

impressed with its mature trees. Dacrycarpus dacrydioides 

(kahikatea), Fuscospora solandri (black beech) and 

Podocarpus totara evidenced the age of the bush. Also 

impressive was the amount of native planting that Susan 

and Tony have accomplished - along with species such as 

white maire, black beech seedlings were making 

encouraging growth in areas of the now ungrazed pasture.  

Lack of time precluded the production of a comprehensive 

species list update but among the additions made to the 

existing list were the tree fern Dicksonia fibrosa with its 

beautiful skirt of old fronds, Pseudowintera colorata 

(pepper tree) with its distinctive red blotched leaves, the 

ferns Pyrrosia eleagnifolia (leather-leaf fern), Asplenium 

polyodon which is mainly epiphytic and distinguished by its 

serrated, glossy fronds, the interesting Asplenium 

hookerianum x bulbiferum, Senecio glomeratus and S. 

hispidulous (fireweed).  

An area that aroused considerable interest amongst our 

members was a large pond surrounded by yet more 

plantings. The pond is currently home to a red pondweed 

named Potamogeton cheesemanii. Tony related to us his 

not inconsiderable, ingenious, strenuous and ultimately 

successful efforts to rid the pond of its original growth of 

an invasive, exotic weed. Both he and Susan were relieved 

to know the name of the now flourishing, replacement red 

pondweed and to be assured that it is a native species.  

The last section of Tony and Susan's bush that we visited 

was a real favourite with those who viewed it. To 

describe it as resembling a cathedral of rimu (Dacrydium 

cupressinum) is no exaggeration. The feeling 

experienced in looking up at the beautiful towering 

podocarps might well be compared to the thrill 

experienced upon first seeing inside the famous historic 

churches of Europe. There were also delights on the 

ground with a number of members pointing their 

cameras at various fruiting bodies of fungi (see June 

2017 Bot. Soc. Newsletter for the results).  

Our sincere thanks go to Fiona, Alastair, Susan and Tony 

for allowing us to view their properties. Their generosity 

enabled us to enjoy a great day of botanising.  

 

Contacts for those who may want to join the Nelson 

Botanical Society, wish to seek advice on native forest 

protection or restoration, or would like to know more 

about QEII National Trust Covenants: 

 

Nelson Botanical Society information: Dave 

Grinsted (President) davidgrinsted@gmail.com 

 

Local protection and restoration advice: Martin 

Heine 0274305273 or martin.heine@xtra.co.nz 

 

QEII National Trust Regional Field Officer: Tom 

Stein  0274 453 890 or tstein@openspace.org.nz 

 

COASTAL GARDEN CLUB 

 

Coastal Garden Club meets at 1pm on the first 

Thursday of the month at the Tasman Bible 

Church opposite Jesters Cafe. 

Both men and women most welcome.  

Ph 03 528 5405 
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Whole Barley 25 kg bags  
$19 per bag including GST.   

 

Phone 021 454 731  

or  

03 526 7004 

 

Animals 

 

PEA STRAW 

“The ideal garden mulch” 

Suppliers of quality Pea Straw for the past 15 years 

$12 per bale 

1290 Main Road, Upper Moutere 

Please phone to arrange collection 

Ph: 03 5432890 or 021 496 557 
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Animals 

SPRING HEALTH CALENDAR 

SHEEP & GOATS 

 

Foot care 

Wet feet weaken the skin and allow the entry of Footrot 
bacteria. The result is weeping sores between the claws that 
may spread into the hoof and create abscesses and 

damaged soles.  

Often, in soft, soggy pasture the hoof doesn’t get worn and, 

therefore looses shape. 

TREATMENT: clean and trim the area and check for stones 
and sticks. Apply ointment or spray to the feet and hold until 

dry. 

Foot bathing in zinc sulphate, copper sulphate or formalin 

solutions or formalin spray can control outbreaks! 

  

Tailing and Drenching lambs 

Lambs born to ewes given long-acting drenches pre-lambing 

will not usually drench at tailing time. 

If the ewes have not been given a long-acting drench pre-
lambing they can be given a drench at tailing, but the lambs 
generally are not likely to benefit directly from a drench this 

early in life.  

The benefit of drenching ewes at tailing lies in reducing the 

output of worm eggs onto pasture, to infect the lambs.  

  

Fly Prevention  

Use of a fly prevention product such as Cyrex, will prevent 

flystrike related to tailing. 

  

Lamb Vaccination 

Lambs born to ewes not vaccinated pre-lambing should be 

given Lamb Vax (Tetanus, Pulpy Kidney) vaccine for 

immediate protection at tailing time. At weaning time a   

sensitiser 5 in 1 should be given followed by a 5 in 1 booster 

4—6 weeks later.   

CALVES 

Vaccination 

Calves should be vaccinated from three months of age with 
5 in 1, two injections four weeks apart to protect against  

black leg amongst other diseases.  

We also highly recommend vaccinating against Lepto. This 
must be administered by a vet, so if you have not yet 
vaccinated any of your stock for Lepto or want to arrange 
for Lepto vaccinations for your claves, please contact the 

clinic. 

Calf Disbudding 

 Disbudding of calves should occur when they are between 
two and six weeks of age. Call the girls at the clinic to 
arrange for your calves to be disbudded. If you know of 

several calf mobs in your area, look at booking as a group. 

 Calf Drenching.  

There will be no need to your drench calves until they are 
weaned and eating pasture. Give us a ring at the clinic to 
discuss the best and easiest options for your farming 

situation. 

 

TOWN & COUNTRY VET – 5441200 

LAMB PROLAJECT 1000 B12 

  

Weaned Lambs are the most susceptible class of stock to B12 

deficiency. 

They inherently have higher requirements than any other stock type. 

B12 deficiency symptoms are poor appetite and hence poor growth 

rates, sometimes with very watery eyes. 

Prolaject 1000 is the vaccine of choice. 
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Animals 

Hi my name is Leah and I'm looking for 
a chicken coop that will hold 2 hens, 
and be able to move around my 
garden. If you've got one 
lying about it would be 
really appreciated.  

Ph 03 5432 079  

Hello Animal Lovers 

  

Well, Spring already!  I am sure it is a great relief for animals and 

humans alike after a very wet and challenging Winter.   Spring grass and 

warmer temperatures often have an effect on animal behaviour.  There 

is more energy and a spring in the step as well as new life such as calves 

and lambs.  It is a time to watch stock carefully as they can be affected 

by the spring grass and not forgetting an increase in the insect 

population.  It is very important to make sure grazing animals are 

wormed and dogs and cats protected from fleas or it can be miserable 

for them.   An increased parasite burden can significantly affect an 

animal’s behaviour which is often overlooked as a cause for 

unpredictable behaviour. 

  

New life is particularly susceptible to changes in temperature or 

parasites.  So adequate shade and shelter should be provided.   Most 

animal mothers do a wonderful job protecting their young but 

sometimes need help and some are more maternal than others.  There 

are some remarkable stories of animals raising the young of a different 

species.  Often a dog will suckle kittens but when I lived in Australia a 

few years ago my neighbour had a little dog that suckled a baby wallaby 

which was pretty remarkable.   In some cases however a young animal 

has to be bottle raised which is always difficult and very demanding, 

even if it is successful the young animal grows up to relate to whatever 

raised it which can cause problems when introducing that young animal 

back to its own kind. 

  

A thought should be spared for animals that lose their young.  They 

certainly can grieve and will call and call sometimes for days.  I once had 

a sheep that would not leave her dead lamb for a week; it was heart 

breaking to hear her calling and trying to get the lamb to stand 

up  There are even animals that lose their young and try to pinch one 

from another mother, instinct is so strong. 

  

This a cycle that has been played out over hundreds of years and will 

continue to do so.  With the right support we can always look forward to 

greeting new baby animals in Spring. 

   

Pet tip for the month: 

 Be cautious around animals that have just had young, as they can be 

very protective and can be aggressive.  Children should be supervised at 

all times as their instinct will be to pick up the young animal which can 

be dangerous. 

 

I am always happy to help with any animal behaviour issues. 

  Sue Mott 

Email:  willowsprings@slingshot.co.nz 

8 Ply Wool Needed 

Ali Davis of Dovedale  would appreciate  any 
8 ply wool you  might have any have hiding 
away as a forgotten project (or just left over) .  
She is crocheting blankets for Nelson Plunket 
and it sounds like she isn’t going to stop 
anytime soon!  So far  she has made 23 for 
Plunket and 40 for Starship.  She is happy to 
come and collect it and can be contacted by 
email  at davisfamily237@gmail.com  

mailto:willowsprings@slingshot.co.nz
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Thank You From Dovedale 

 

A warm shout out to all of those who attended the 

recent Lifestyle Blockers Hands-On Farm Skills Day 

held recently in Dovedale. Participants were so 

thrilled to learn how to build a fence from scratch, 

how to crutch/shear a sheep, how to manage their 

pasture, how to use and maintain a chainsaw, how to 

carve up their home kill, how to weld, just to mention 

a few activities. Others learnt how to make amazing 

compost and vege gardens; not to mention the mass 

of information gleaned from our local vet with regards 

to animal health and husbandry. If you missed out 

this time, Dovedale school PTA will be organising 

another fundraiser event on these and other topics in 

the not too distant future. If you wish to be kept in the 

loop please email your interest to 

dovedale.pta@gmail.com. We will also continue to 

advertise in/support this community newsletter. 

The Social Group  

Meets at the Sunday School Hall 

(Upper Moutere Lutheran Church) on 

Thursday afternoons at 1.30pm each 

fortnight.   

Join in games and cards. Enjoy our after-

noon of fun and fellowship. All welcome. 

Contact Brian or Lois Eggers   

ph 5432 871 
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FOR SALE  

Kowhai Trees 

2-3 yrs old,1m tall 

$10 each 

Ph: 022 4259 355  

Cnr Old Coach Road & School Road, Mahana 

 

Gardening 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Couple and Individual 
counselling available  
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Thank you to those who came out to support 

this year’s very successful Sarau Winter Sale.  

Both the Sarau Trust and Country Kids benefitted 

from this lively mid-winter fundraiser.  Shoppers 

spent many happy hours browsing the huge array of 

books and beautiful work of the local Embroiders 

Guild.  Visitors to this year’s sale also enjoyed yummy 

soup and baking while sipping delicious coffee 

supplied by Tasman’s “The Grind” : all while listening 

to Sarau Scholarship recipient Stuart Gordan and 

friend, both talented young musicians.  In the Hyatt 

room bargain hunters found many treasures amongst 

the clothing 

and shoes on 

sale.   

A great 

weekend for 

all! 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Community Sharing Table 

“Leave what you like , take what you need” 

The first community sharing table has been held 

and it will continue to run each Friday at the 

Moutere Hills Community Centre.  This great 

initiative was organised by Marijke Frowijn who is 

confident the sharing table will continue to grow 

and will benefit families that need a bit extra and 

the elderly and is a lovely way of sharing anything 

extra that you may have. 

Pop down any 

Friday and 

help Upper 

Moutere to 

continue to be 

one of the 

most sharing 

communities 

in New 

Zealand. 
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