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Members of the Kai Collective at their first cook-up
in July.

sum of them can individually.

L O C A L L IV E S
The idea for the Kai Collective developed one morning
when two local mums were sharing a cuppa and
discussing ways in which they could support their
friends and community with their existing skills and
yet limited time. The idea grew and grew until the Kai
Collective was formed, and it’s now becoming a very
cool little community project. The Kai Collective is a
group of valley locals who get together in the kitchen
at the Moutere Hills Community Centre and cook-up a
large number of simple home-cooked-style meals,
which are then frozen. The plan is to distribute them
throughout our Moutere Hills community and if
possible, into the wider Nelson/Tasman community.
Quite simply, they’re intended for anyone and
everyone in need of a little break, in the form of a
home-cooked meal.
Effective time use is the goal for those involved, so by
cooking en masse and with many helping hands,
they’re able to create substantially more food than the

The Kai Collective enjoyed their first cook-up in the
middle of July – and it was a huge success! The team
of 14 volunteers slayed massive quantities of onions
and garlic, peeled entire sacks of potatoes and stirred
pots you could lose an arm in! Their freezer, kindly
donated by Kevin Thomas, is now half full of meals
needing homes. The antennae are out for; new parents,
families experiencing illness or loss, or anyone in need
of a little support.
The Kai Collective are incredibly thankful to all those
who have believed in their goal so far, with thanks also
going to the others who generously offered freezers.
An enormous thanks to the Sarau Trust for the initial
kick start funding, to NBS Motueka who paid for the
bamboo food packaging, to Specialised Print for
creating the labels, Vic Gardens and Talley’s for
helping with vege and New World Motueka for
offering ongoing food supply.
Queries? Contact: Anna on haddonanna@gmail.com or
Melody on 022 648 7751

PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT
Thank you for advertising in the Grapevine—you help us
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free
community newsletter each month.
The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the month.
Please
email
your
print -ready
ad
to—
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print
-ready copy to Moutere Motors.
The following prices apply for advertising:
∞ Births, marriages, deaths and giveaway notices: free
∞ Business card size advertisement: $12
∞ 1/4 page advertisement: $25
∞ 1/2 page advertisement: $50
∞ Full page advertisement: $95 (if space available).
Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16.
Sending us editorial items
We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the
Grapevine from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman
regions. You make the newsletter an interesting read!
There is no cost to having your articles published but if
you are telling the community about a commercial or
fundraising venture, we do appreciate a small donation to
help us cover our costs—see above for bank details.
Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are
available at www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\thegrapevine courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community
Centre Staff.
Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has
been constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya
Doty, Beverley Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Avril Stephens
and Heather Eggers.
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the
voluntary editors and no responsibility is taken!
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MAPUA PLAYCENTRE
The stars shone beautifully on the crisp Saturday night as
Mapua Playcentre started its Matariki celebrations. Matariki
or the Pleiades star cluster has 7 prominent stars or the
seven sisters which appearance in late May or June each
year and mark the start of the Maori new year. It celebrates
new growth and the beginning of the next harvest and is a
time to gather with friends and family and reflect on the
past and plan for the future. At Mapua Playcentre a casual
fish and chips dinner was held, followed by a torch
expedition outside exploring the grounds. Playcentre
Tamariki squealed and giggled as they explored this area
they know so well but which is usually only seen during
daylight. While the actual Matariki star cluster cannot be
seen at night, as it is only able to be seen at dawn, the clear
night gave the children the opportunity to lie back in the
sandpit and spot other stars and the moon until the cold
drove them home.
Matariki celebrations continued into the following week.
Children used their creativity and made numerous starshaped ginger biscuits, listening and following instructions,
and continuing their coordination and cooperative
development. A treasure hunt, popular with many ages
was set outside where small collections of 7 stars were
hidden throughout the grounds. The session finished with a
star-ginger biscuit eating feast outside enjoying the Mapua
sun while the story of Matariki was read to the children.

with a focus on learning, and how we all contribute to
society and support each other.
Mapua Playcentre has been a prominent place for families
in the Mapua community for over 60 years. We have a
qualified supervisor on each session and we love having
visitors so please feel welcome to drop in at any time and
find out what Kiwi families have been embracing for
generations.
We offer a term of free sessions for first time families and
all children under two are free. Session times are Mondays
and Fridays 9:30am – 12 noon during school terms. You
can find us at 84 Aranui Road (behind the tennis courts by
the scout den). Alternatively, please contact us with any
questions you have either by phone: Liz on 021 998899,
email: mapuaplaycentre@gmail.com or find us on
Facebook.

Thank you Tawhirimatea, the kaitiaki of the weather, for
ensuring both our celebrations were so successful and able
to be held outdoors.
This highlights the importance of Playcentre. Not only as
high quality early childhood education but as a community
support network for families and their children. It is a
wonderful place for parents and children to work and play
alongside one another learning about so many things; New
Zealand and other cultural celebrations, child development

DRY FIREWOOD
for sale
BEECH - split
$250 cord
Free delivery locally
Telephone 03 543 3670
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Local band blows their trumpet
On 26th August, the six-piece local band
‘Sons of the Moutere’ have been invited to
perform their much acclaimed single ‘Marr
Station’ as well as their rock/country covers at
this year’s Country Kids Wild West Party.

Lower Moutere School news!

With three of the band members having
children currently enrolled at Country Kids
this is a great opportunity for them to support
the preschool. The band’s January summer
tour was well received nationally, but this is a
chance for local fans to get out in winter and
see their favourite band.

If you have been driving past Lower Moutere School
recently, you will have been casting your eyes over an everchanging landscape at the school as we enter the tenth month
of renovating and modernising our school. 80% of the school
buildings have been ‘significantly improved’ to give our
students and staff far more aesthetically appealing learning
spaces, and our admin building a major overhaul. We are
nearing the end of all the developments with only a few more
tasks to tick off before we sign the final cheque.

The ‘Sons’ have been looking for an
opportunity to give back to the community so
they have decided to play for free thus
increasing the event’s fundraising potential.
The Wild West Party is open to the public and
‘Sons of the Moutere’ will be getting the
festivities rolling early with a follow up band
also appearing.

However beyond the fence, our school has been an exciting
place to be for both students and staff. Our focus last term
saw the school community exploring the local region and the
foods that we can readily get from the land. Then we asked
the question: how can we make this fresh food go beyond the
life of the fruit bowl? This led us to finding out more about
the art of preserving, making jams and chutneys, dehydrating
fruits and curing meats. With great support from a group of
parents, and loads of generous donations, our students (and
staff) are nearing expert status at preserving using both
traditional and modern methods.

So, buy your tickets, get your outfit sorted and
let the good times roll. See you all at the
MHCC on Sat 26th August.
Need a band to soup up your next gig?
Bookings can be discussed on the night.

This term, we are exploring the rights and responsibilities
that we can celebrate as New Zealand citizens. With the
elections coming up, this will form part of our learning as we
explore how these work in New Zealand, and compare tour
system to life to other times such as the Middle Ages. As our
students learn and ask more, this study will continue to
unfold.

The Social Group
Meets at the Sunday School Hall (Upper Moutere
Lutheran Church) on Thursday afternoons at
1.30pm each fortnight.

We welcome Mr Paul Shand to the school staff this term, to
cover for Mr Mike Lynch. Mr Lynch is taking a term out to
work with a number of Nelson and Wellington schools in the
areas of Physical Education and Science. We wish Mr Lynch
well.

Join in games and cards. Enjoy our afternoon of
fun and fellowship. All welcome.
Contact Brian or Lois Eggers ph 5432 871

If you would like to know more about Lower Moutere
School, we have a Facebook page – even better, call in.
Many thanks
Chris Bascand JP
Principal
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“All of the children practised really hard in the weeks
leading up to the show and it was amazing to see it all
come together.
“The kids have a great time on stage and it is exciting for
them to perform in front of a big audience,” she says.
Tasman Gymnastics Club may be a local organisation but “Each year we manage to come up with a completely
it has gone global in the search for new equipment.
different story and work has already begun on next year’s
The club, which runs classes at Moutere Hills Community production.”
Centre two days a week, spent $7500 on a collection of Sam Lowe says it’s not just their gymnastic skills we
colourful items from England that will allow children to work on, but their confidence, coordination, strength and
swing, climb, jump and develop other skills.
flexibility. Gymnastics is about crossing midlines, getting
This term has seen club members, whose ages range from both sides of the brain to work. Children can’t learn to
2 to 16 years old, start to fully explore the Niels Larsen ride a bike or learn to swim properly until they’ve built
the neural pathways that are needed to cross the midlines
equipment that features ladders, benches and boxes.
and enable the arms to do one action while the legs do
The purchase of the equipment was funded by grants
another.
from the Sarau Trust, CTNZ and Network Tasman
Some children do gymnastics for a term, others stay with
Charitable Trust.
us for years, then we offer them jobs as
Another range of apparatus, including rings, bars and
coaches!
mats, has also recently arrived all the way from China.
To find out more about term 3 classes contact Sam on 021
Head coach Sam Lowe says the new gear has been a great
069 5991
addition to classes and can be adjusted to suit a wide
range of ages. Our previous bar wasn’t suitable for the
older gymnasts, but these new ones means they can
practise harder bar routines and will be more adequately
prepared to take part in gymnastic competitions. The pre
school gymnasts are also going to love this new
equipment. Swinging is an important skill for children to
master. It builds strength in the upper body, core, it works
the vestibular system and eye muscles, but most
important of all….it’s good fun.
The club is also celebrating another successful
gymnastics show, which starred more than 150 children
and was held at the Motueka Memorial Hall in July.
This year’s performance was called Toy Room Terror and
told the tale of three toy box friends – Jack in the Box,
Rubik’s Cube and Minnie Mouse  who go on a quest to
recover items stolen from them by Star Wars villain Darth
Vader.
Sam says it was fun putting together the display, which
attracted an audience of nearly 500 people and has
become an annual fundraiser for the club.
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COASTAL GARDEN CLUB
Coastal Garden Club meets at 1pm on the first
Thursday of the month at the Tasman Bible
Church opposite Jesters Cafe.
Both men and women most welcome.
Ph 03 528 5405
The Ministry of Education has just
introduced the updated Te Whāriki,
our curriculum document.

Upper Moutere
Volunteer Fire Brigade

The Country Kids team have attended a
seminar to help us with the document
and had us all buzzing with excitement
about how we can make our tamariki’s
time at Country Kids more fun and
educational. Don’t be surprised if you
hear your children talking about their
learning and that they have to do more
for themselves. This is just part of
learning and working things out. They
might

even

have

to

set

up

Callouts from 16 June to 15
July:





20/6 Permitted burn, Kelling Road
22/6 Medical assistance, Upper
Moutere Highway
30/6 Car fire, Old Coach Road
1/7 Tree over road, Wills Road/
Moutere Highway

the

playground climbing equipment now and
again too. It will still be very safe but
based on what they consider fun and
what has challenges too.
These tasks are all about helping
children with decision making, good
choices and working together as a team
with healthy debate and discussion.
Just like their kaiako (teachers) do.

1-2 bedroom cottage unfurnished for
single, non-smoking, mature working
lady. Long term and with some outside
storage if possible. References available.
Ring Sue 543 2859

We look forward to any comments you
have following these discussions.
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Rosenthal at Neudorf
by Ruth Russ
I’m not a huge fan of alliteration.
I married a man with the surname Russ, and my first
name is Ruth. That’s fine. My dream has always been to
build a house on my parents’ farm and call it Rosenthal
(the original German name for Rosedale, meaning “Rose
Valley”. A little concerning, but I can live with it. But
when the possibility of building a house looked set to
become a reality on a subdivided sliver of Mum and Dad’s
farm in Rose Road, that became alarming. It seemed I
might end up being “Ruth Russ from Rosenthal in Rose
Road”. It was somewhat of a relief when Dad considered
buying the Neudorf School section that had come up for
sale.
The oddly-shaped 1.8ha section is long and narrow.
With its school building shifted, at its closure, to the Upper
Moutere School in 1997, the site has lain fallow ever since.
At its smaller, northern end is the old teachers’ cottage and
the old rugby field, dubbed the “House Block”. The
“Forest Block”, the wider southern end, is covered in a
rather rubbishy collection of standard pines, Douglas firs
and eucalyptus trees. And right in the middle of the section
is the rather spooky, abandoned “School Block”. Mossy
concrete steps lead up to where the school building once
sat. The rugby field is overgrown. A dilapidated toilet
block houses vandalised toilets and glittering shards of
glass from empty window panes. Blackberry vines snake
up the tennis court fence, spikey natives pop up in every
crack they can find, and the swimming pool is full of
smashed bottles. On the roadside, a barrier of unkempt
trees fifteen metres deep shuts out much of the noise from
traffic sailing down Neudorf Road. The place could be
pretty, but it’s eerie.

RECIPES
BY SOO GEE
Hawaiian pizza muffins
Oven temp 180 to 200 degrees

With Dad’s plan to subdivide the section, my husband
and I feel very blessed to have suddenly found ourselves
the new caretakers of an historic site so close to the land I
grew up on. As an unashamed sentimentalist, I would love
to build a house as a replica of Neudorf School’s second
incarnation, demolished in the 1970s. Unfortunately my
husband is far more practically-minded and never hesitates
to remind me that the building was small, cold and lacking
in the windows we would want to utilise the beautiful
views of Neudorf's hills and valleys. But he has no issues
with my dream of calling a home Rosenthal. So, the site,
already imbued with history, could in time take on a new
yet historic name, and I may end up being Ruth Russ from
Rosenthal at Neudorf.

12 regular muffin tin, greased
Ingredients:
3 rashers of bacon, grilled, lightly cooled, chopped or microwave
between paper towels for 2 minutes.
In large bowl, mix 2 cups of self-raising flour, 1 tsp baking
powder, ½ tsp of salt and 1 cup of grated cheese. Add
approximately 200gm of chopped, tinned pineapple, which has
been drained. Add the bacon. Lightly beat 1 egg, milk and 100gm
melted butter. Pour into dry ingredients and mix lightly. Spoon
into muffin tins and cook for 15 minutes until golden. Herbs can
also be added

BEER BREAD
Mix 375gm self-raising flour and 3 tsp sugar. Add 330 ml beer
mix and place into a well-greased loaf tin. Cook at 180 degrees
for 50 minutes. You can add herbs, top with cheese, sunflower
seeds, etc. It is a wet mix.

I think that’s an acceptable amount of alliteration.

.
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Sharing table at the Moutere Hills
Community Centre.
From the 18 August a new community project will start at the
Moutere Hills Community Centre. Every Friday from 9am till
5pm there will be a “sharing table” on the veranda at the
Moutere Hills Community Centre.
The idea of a sharing table is not new. For example, Fielding
township boasts a permanent sharing table to which the
community can bring surplus fruit, vegetables, preserves,
plants and seeds .
.
A sharing table is a drop off point where produce is freely
given and received by the community. There is no payment,
labour or swapping,. Everyone is welcome to leave fruit,
vegetables, preserves, plants, and seeds on the table and then
to take what he or she needs.
More information
Phone Marijke Lups 03 5432130
More

information

on

swapping

tables

www.transitionfielding.org.nz sharing table
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Pastel Artists of New Zealand, Nelson Region
“Inspiration for creating works of art come from all aspects
of life. I am regularly amazed at the subjects that my fellow
artists use to put paint to canvas ... Everything from a
delicate flower to a beloved pet, a beautiful landscape or
even an old rusty car sitting in a paddock. We are all
moved by something and we want to capture that moment
or thing with our pastels.”
Coming Events - Mark your calendar! Impressions
National Art Awards 2017 is coming to the Mapua
Community Hall from 7 October to 15 October. This is
for paintings (wet and dry media), drawings and original
prints. The Exhibition opens at 1:00pm on Saturday, 7
October with the Awards Ceremony from 3 to 4:30pm.
Starting from Sunday, 8 October, the Exhibition will be
open from 9:30am to 4:30pm and entry is free. All
artworks will be for sale. Artists who are interested in
entering their paintings can contact Impressions Picture
Framers & Art Supplies in Richmond at 03 544 5756 or email
impressions@actrix.co.nz for the Conditions and Entry
Criteria.
You are welcome to come on a Tuesday morning from
9:00am to 12:00pm at the Mapua Community Hall on
Aranui Road, Mapua to chat with our members and see
what they are creating.
We hope you might become
inspired to give pastels a go!
For additional information please contact our Area Rep,
Glenys Forbes at 03 540 3388 or by email
gmforbes@ts.co.nz.
Gloria Anderson
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MAPUA BOWLING CLUB
THE WRITE BIAS
Ragtime and Swing music of the 1920’s filled the club room as members of
the Mapua Bowling Club celebrated the Club’s 90th birthday on Sunday the
16th of July. A glass of bubbly welcomed each as they arrived for the
special birthday lunch. Around 40 members, many dressed in a 1920’s style,
enjoyed the fabulous hot lunch which included chicken and baked ham.
There is always room for dessert and the selection was mouth-watering.
Dessert bowls were brimming with pavlova, brownies, lemon tarts, apple
and black currant crumble, trifle and bread & butter pudding.
Sequins and glittering dresses, beads, boas and feather headbands were
the style of the day for the ladies. Black and white were the colours of
choice of a number of the men, with some sporting classic hats, vests and
braces. Denzil and Kate Stephenson of Redwood Valley won the prize for the best-dressed.
In the after-lunch speech given by the club president, Dave England, looked back over the history of the
club which was first established in 1927. It was first located on the corner of Toru and Iwa Streets in
Mapua. In 1933 the club shifted to the corner of Seaton Valley Road and State Highway 60. Several of
the members at the birthday lunch were members when the club was
located at this site: Joy Scott, Sylvia Peters, Nancy Coleland, Judy March
and Les McAlwee.
In 2004 the Club sold its club rooms and grounds on Seaton Valley road to
Network Tasman. The company had plans to build a substation on that site.
So, the Mapua Bowling Club then moved to its current location on the
Mapua Domain, returning to within 400 metres of its original 1927 site.
Following Dave’s speech the birthday cake was cut by Dave England and the
Club Captain, Sue England. Hillary Brown played the piano as all joined in to
sing a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday as a salute to the past and a
toast to the future of the club.
Barbara Brown

Rangers RFC Quiz Night
9th September 7pm
Moutere Hills Community Centre - $15pp
More info at http://bit.ly/2t6mjri
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Moutere Community Youth

PUMP TRACK

August

The pump track has been worked

Junior Youth

come and use it. It is next to the

Fridays/3.30-5.30pm/Year 5-Year 7/$2/meet at UMO

skate ramp behind the Church hall

Church hall

in Upper Moutere. We will plan a

on slowly and is operational so

4 Gloopy Afternoon
11 Crafty Clay
18 Dovedale Event ‘Photo Scavenger
hunt’
25 Masterchef

Intermediate Youth

working bee for September (to
improve drainage, finish up jumps
and tidy the surroundings), plus
have an official opening at some
point, when it gets a bit warmer.

2nd & 4th Fridays/6.30-8.30 pm/Year 7-Year 9/$2/

Thanks

meet at UMO Church hall

11 Come along to UMO School music
show
25 Sports night

Senior Youth
1st & 3rd Fridays/6.30-8.30 pm-ish/Year 9-Year 13/
$2/meet at UMO Church hall

4 Sports at MHCC
25 Bonfire
Questions?
Tessa: 022 101 2276/Billy 021 027 28825
moutereyouth@gmail.com
Facebook—Moutere Community Youth

TOUCH RUGBY
Touch rugby will be starting in October so we need
to know if you are interested. The plan is to get 2-3
youth teams from the Moutere area to play in the
Riwaka touch competition on Thursday evenings
through the summer. We would provide transport to
and from Upper Moutere if required. Contact Billy if
you are keen on 021 027 28825.
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to

those

who

have

supported it so far, with digger and
spade work—it looks amazing.
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Whole Barley 25 kg bags
$19 per bag including
GST.
Phone 021 454 731 or 03 526 7004
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Nitrate toxicity
Nitrate is naturally present within plants and generally
doesn't cause issues however, given the right set of
circumstances; it can be a life threatening problem. All
commercially farmed ruminant species (cattle, sheep,
deer and goats) are susceptible.
Nitrate is taken up by plants from the soil and is
converted into protein for plant growth. Under certain
growing conditions these levels can build up high
enough to be dangerous to grazing animals that can die
from lack of oxygen supply. These conditions include
drought followed by rain, cloudy weather with active
growth and the addition of nitrogenous fertilizer. Plants
that have been associated with nitrate problems include
rape, choumoellier, turnips, ryegrass (particularly new
grass and short rotation Italian types), wheat, barley,
sorghum and oats.
When animals graze plants high in nitrate, nitrite builds
up and binds to the hemoglobin in the blood. This
interferes with the blood's ability to carry oxygen and
turns the blood a brownish colour. Symptoms generally
occur within one to twenty four hours following
ingestion, and range from sudden death through to
increased breathing rate, gasping, increased heart rate,
incoordination and salivation.
If you are concerned that this profile fits your animals,
remove them from the offending material quickly but
quietly, and call your us at the clinic immediately. This
is one toxin for which we have a specific antidote and, if
given early, methylene blue can minimise losses.
However, as always, prevention is better than cure! If
you have paddocks that you are concerned about, bring
in a supermarket bag of the suspect feed to your
nearest clinic to send for laboratory testing. Nitrate
levels can be analysed and we can give you advice on
how safe it is to feed.
There are several management strategies that can be
employed to reduce the risk of grazing potentially
dangerous crops or pastures. These are essentially
concerned with reducing the time grazing these
paddocks, managing the amount of gut-fill prior to being
introduced onto the paddock or new break, grazing in
the afternoon rather than morning, and careful
observation.
If you have any concerns, or would like further
information, ring at Town & Country Vet - 5441200
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Hello Animal Lovers
When is the right time to let a beloved animal go
peacefully? I have always said that if an animal is in pain or
has no quality of life, it is much easier to make that decision
than if the animal is just old and slowly
deteriorating. Humans find it very distressing to make the
ultimate decision especially after sharing often many years
close relationship with their pet. However from the animal’s
perspective, they accept a peaceful death but have trouble
with long term suffering.
There are many considerations to making the ultimate
decision, the weather, food, shelter and attention. Also of
course the animal’s ability to eat and toilet itself. Too many
pets are left too long in a sad and suffering state for too long
when it can be alleviated painlessly at the vets. I have
recently had to make the decision for my lovely 12 year old
dog, Charlie who had failing hearing, sight and energy. It was
prompted by moving to a new property that Charlie did not
know and he was quite distressed and disorientated. As hard
as it was, Charlie had had five good years with me and loved
to follow me anywhere but in the past few weeks it was
becoming much more difficult for him.
It is a sad fact that most humans outlive their beloved animals
and have to make difficult decisions at the end but it is very
important to see it from the animal’s perspective. If you can
be there for them as they peacefully depart it is a gift to them
for their loyalty and companionship over the years.
I am always happy to answer any animal behaviour questions
but due to moving I do not have a phone number as yet. I
may be contacted through email on
wilowsprings@slingshot.co.nz
Sue Mott
Animal Behaviourist

Hay, Hay, Hay!
Sweet, dry hay for sale.
This year’s cut, 250+ bales ready now.
$6.90 each at Upper Moutere.
Call Teena on 021 080 60 150
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FOR SALE
Kowhai Trees
2-3 yrs old,1m tall
$10 each
Ph: 022 4259 355
Cnr Old Coach Road & School Road,
Mahana

PEA STRAW
“The ideal garden mulch”
Suppliers of quality Pea Straw for the past 15 years

Autumn special, $12 per bale
1290 Main Road, Upper Moutere
Please phone to arrange collection
Ph: 03 5432890 or 021 496 557
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