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RECREATION 

The Social Group meets at the Sunday School Hall (Upper 

Moutere Lutheran Church) on Thursday afternoons at 1.30pm 

each fortnight.   

Join in games and cards. Enjoy our afternoon of fun and fel-

lowship. All welcome. 

Contact Brian or Lois Eggers  ph 5432 871. 

MAPUA BOWLING CLUB - THE WRITE BIAS 
 

The sun has shone on the season so far with members  
being able to bowl regularly with wet days few and 
far  between. May the good weather continue for our 
next club tournament, kindly sponsored by the Jelly-
fish Café, which is scheduled for Wednesday the 9th of 
December. The members are looking forward to this 
triples tournament. 
The club’s ‘Bowling Babies’ photo competition has 
concluded. Members were challenged to identify 
baby photos of 22 club members. There was plenty of 
laughter and banter as the names of the babies in the 
photos were revealed during a social at the            
clubhouse. Winner of the competition was Sue        
England and taking second prize was Jean Daubney.  
Thanks again to Vickie Turnbull, a Richmond based 
photographer, for donating the first prize. 
League Bowling started again on Monday 2nd        
November and has proved to be popular. These Mon-
day sessions which begin at 6:00pm are open to new 
and existing bowlers with both friendly and competi-
tive play. There is no need to pre-book; just turn up 
on a Monday evening and give it a go. Flat-soled 
shoes are essential to protect the green, but there are 
plenty of sets of bowls to borrow at the club and the 
bar is always open. Come and give it a try! 

 

For information about bowling, coaching or booking 

the clubhouse and facilities please call Michael or 

Margaret Busby (544 6325) 



 

 

           COMMUNITY 

Upper Moutere Volunteer Fire Brigade Call Outs 

15th Oct to the 15Nov 

29th Oct MVA Woodstock 

11th Nov Westdale Road smoke showing in area 

We would like to remind every one that any  

outdoor fire needs a fire permit. Please ring the 

Waimea Rural Fire Authority 



 

 

St Paul’s Lutheran Community Church 
 
We’ve had a busy month at St. Paul’s Lutheran Commu-
nity Church, having the opportunity to host three groups 
of visitors to our village. First we welcomed the spouses 
of Lutheran Church of New Zealand pastors for their an-
nual Spice Retreat. Why is it called Spice Retreat? Well, 
if the plural of mouse is mice, then the plural of spouse 
is spice. This was a well-attended weekend where their 
adventures took them to local artisans, the Riwaka re-
surgence and gave them a chance to sample the 
Moutere Inns fare. 
Next we welcomed 31 people from the Church in Klutz, 
Mecklenburg, Germany. It is at this church that many of 
the early settlers of Upper Moutere gathered before 
they journeyed to Hamburg to board their ships bound 
for New Zealand. It was great to worship with them on 
the Sunday morning that they were here, and it was 
cool to struggle our way through a couple of verses of 
songs in German. We want to thank all the people who 
visited with us on this weekend. 
And finally in November we welcomed the Council of 
Synod, The Lutheran Church of New Zealand’s governing 
body. We were able to show them around our beautiful 
village and they were able to understand why so many 
of us talk so highly about this area we live in. 
But now we look forward to December and the Christ-
mas events that we’ve been planning. We offer a variety 
of times and places that we can gather together to share 
some Christmas joy and make the Birth of Jesus, and 
that great gift God has given us through him, just a little 
more special. 
 

Our events this year are: 
Carols in the Church St Paul’s Lutheran Community 
Church, Upper Moutere 
Sat Dec 12th 7pm Supper Provided 
Carols in the Vineyard Neudorf Vineyard, Upper 
Moutere 
Sun Dec 20th 7pm Bring a picnic and rug. Cellar Door 
open. If wet: Moutere Hills Community Centre. 
Christmas Eve Family Service St Paul’s Lutheran Com-
munity Church, Upper Moutere 
Thur Dec 24th 7pm 
Christmas Eve Reflective Service St Paul’s Lutheran 
Community Church, Upper Moutere 
Thur Dec 24th 11:15pm 
Christmas Day Service St Paul’s Lutheran Community 
Church, Upper Moutere 
Fri Dec 25th 9:30am 
For more details of these events, check out the cover 
story in this month’s Grapevine. 
We pray you have a great summer and a very merry 
Christmas. 
Pastor Chris and St Paul’s Lutheran Community Church 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GRAPEVINE 

 
So… The Grapevine – what is it?  Back in December 
1983 Joy Bawtree and Pam Gardener decided it was 
time we all knew what was going on in the valley and 
from there the Grapevine was born.  Printed on the 
school gestetner, it was sold at the Upper Moutere 
Store for 20c. 
Stories were told, events reported on and advertise-
ments placed.  When Joy and Pam ran out of steam a 
new group re-established the paper with energetic and 
fun evenings (by all accounts) once a month. The 
Grapevine was literally cut and pasted together before 
being photocopied in those pre-computer days. 
Into the 90’s we went and a new group of volunteers 
took the Grapevine to new strengths. 
After a recess of 10 years or so a further group of    
volunteers took up the baton and we were away and 
flying again. 
1300 households receive the Grapevine free of charge 
in  their letterboxes each month. 
Now we find ourselves doing so well with our            
advertisers that we need to balance it out a bit more 
with good stories and local news.  What about the 
book your book group has just finished reading?  And 
what happened this month with your community 
sports group? Is there a local wine that everyone 
should know about?  Did you and your friends enjoy 
the meal at the last place you ate out at?  Is there 
something going on locally that pushes your buttons? 
Or do you have an idea that would be of benefit to our           
community? Could you share stories from the 
Moutere’s recent history? 
If you’ve got a story just email us, give us the bones 
and we can flesh it out.  Or even better, write it up and 
email it in.  We can spell check it and edit it if needed.  
If it’s a photo and a few words, that’s great too – email 
it to us and we’ll share it around.    Yes do blow your 
own trumpet and your neighbours and your children’s 
and your grandchildren’s - it would be music to our 
ears. 

 
Your contribution can help our community paper 

reflect the vibrancy of our community. 
 



 

 



 

 

For appointments please contact me between 8am and 8pm 

A Reasonable Faith 

Christians are by definition called to follow Christ, but this 

calling also includes inviting others to join them on the jour-

ney. The invitation to others can involve sharing details of 

our own faith journey, inviting others to join us as we meet 

together (church) or sharing the reasons we have come to 

faith in Christ. 

People have various reasons for placing their faith and trust 

in Jesus Christ. Some become followers of Jesus after facing 

a life crisis—a traumatic event that compels them to turn 

and seek God. Others have a sense of moral crisis that is 

resolved in turning to a God who offers forgiveness and res-

toration. Still others believe that the Christian faith simply 

makes sense and that the Bible’s account of reality is per-

suasive enough to make embracing Christianity intellectually 

compelling. 

I find myself believing in and following Jesus for that final 

reason. Now I readily admit that many others reject Christi-

anity because to them it seems unreasonable! Nevertheless, 

I am persuaded Christians can affirm wholeheartedly that 

Christianity is a reasonable faith. 

Christians call this evidential approach to the Christian faith, 

Apologetics. If you are the sort of person who needs to see 

clear evidence before you will believe something, this may 

be an appealing avenue through which to approach the 

claims of Christianity. 

People become followers of Christ for all sorts of reasons. 

The distinguishing mark of a Christian is not so much why 

they follow Christ, but the fact that they do. 

—Geoff Paynter 

For more info on Tasman Bible Church head to 

www.tasmanbiblechurch.org.nz 



 

 

       CHILDREN 

 

DOVEDALE COUNTRY AFFAIR. 

  

Sunday 14th February 2016. 

  

All interested stall holders please 

contact Ann Win on 5433832 or 

email  

evanannwin@ruralinzone.net 

for an application form. 

 

$25 site or $50 for food site. 
 

 

 

 

To celebrate world teachers’ day we were 
very lucky to be offered a free tree (from 

NZEI) to plant in our newly established gar-
den. Thank you to Dean’s Nursery for our 

lovely healthy kowhai. 

The children were very excited to be 
planting another tree in our garden.  They 
all helped with the planting and its contin-

ued care will be shared amongst us all. 

 

  Look out for us at the Santa Parade! 

A quick reminder Country Kids will be 
closed over the Christmas break from 21st of 
December 2015 and we will reopen on 11th 
January 2016.  We would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the parents and the 
wider community for their support they 

have given to our Community Centre over 
the last year.  We wish you and your fami-
lies a very Merry Christmas and safe and 

happy Holidays. 

We look forward to seeing you 
all in 2016.  We will be providing 

a preschool fun zone at the 
Sarau Festival and look forward 

to seeing you there.  

‘Country Kids Community 

Centre 

 supporting  

community events’. 

RIWAKA MARKET DAY 
Pottery 

Craft 

Food 

Childrens activities 

JANUARY 2 

9.00AM 

RIWAKA DOMAIN 
FREE ENTRY 

Organised by Motueka Pottery Workshop 

mailto:evanannwin@ruralinzone.net


 

 

You all will be aware by now that as well as 
whakawhanaungatanga (building strong relationships 

within our Harakeke families, their extended whānau and 
our community), nature based education is at the heart of 
our curriculum. 

By giving children extended periods of time in the outdoor 
environment we are empowering them to take control of 
their own social and emotional competency. We see their 
vision of themselves as explorers and adventurers grow. 
Extended periods spent  in nature provide children with 
many opportunities to develop their risk assessment skills. 
which are refined through practice . In the early childhood 
years children are developing risk assessment strategies 
that they will use throughout their lives. The natural 
enviroment provides challenges and adventures which 
empower children to explore risks in a practical way. 
When our children are given the chance to engage freely in 
adventurous play they quickly learn to assess their own 
skills and match them to the demands of the environment .  

You will remember that in October I mentioned the plan 
to introduce our children to an even larger, wilder area of 
nature than we call our own here at Harakeke. The ‘Big 
Forest’ as it is now called by the young explorers! By the 
time of writing our first of 4 small groups ( up to 6 chil-
dren) has experienced a wonderful and exciting day out in 
a beautiful bush setting; (where? that’s our little secret). 

Geared up with their backpacks, carrying everything they 
might need by themselves, including provisions of course, 
they went off into the wilderness. We are so proud of 

them and say a huge thank you to the supporting parents 
that committed themselves to participate and to give their 
time on a regular basis. Without them it simply couldn’t 
happen and we believe that their commitment is a prime 
example of successful whakawhanaungatanga and proof 
that our name and logo,Te Harakeke, the NZ flax, is true 
to its symbolic meaning of family, community, nurturing 
and learning together as stated on page one of our informa-
tion pack. 

In saying that another example and event anticipated and 
enjoyed by all is our annual Christmas Camp at Kina Beach 
Reserve before we will close for a 3 week summer holiday 
break. 

We will reopen on Tuesday, the 19th of January 2016 
which will just give us a couple of weeks to share holiday 
adventures with those children who will be leaving us at 
the beginning of term one to go to school. With a full role 
now only a few limited spaces will be available then for 
both our Tui Tots and 3to 5 year old programmes. 

If you want to know more about our nature adventures 
and what else we are up to check out and like us on Face-
book or feel free to call, drop in or e-mail to request an 
information pack at 

gundula@harakeke.or.nz 
or   03-5432119 
Ka kite your Harakeke team 

News from your Preschool in The Moutere  

mailto:gundula@harakeke.or.nz


 

 



 

 

      ANIMALS 

Hello Animal Lovers 
  
As we near the end of the year and draw ever closer to 
the Christmas period it is time to think in particular of 
our beloved pets.   For many people in New Zealand 
Christmas means Summer holidays and warm 
weather.  However where there is pet ownership it 
comes with difficulties :what to do with the 
pets.   Some people elect to take their pets away with 
them as many holiday establishments cater for dogs 
and even horses. However some pets present a differ-
ent problem.  Cats generally do not travel well and find 
it difficult to adjust to new surroundings . Also they are 
rarely trained on a lead and can easily escape.  Some 
people decide to put their dogs and cats in boarding 
kennels and catteries but these are very busy over 
Christmas and good ones hard to find.   Pet sitters are 
another option.  A sitter comes into the home and 
looks after the animals whilst the owners are away but 
again it can have mixed results.  Some animals take well 
to a stranger but others definitely do not, it makes 
them stressful and their behaviour can be unpredict-
able.  Lastly it is a fact that many pet owners simply 
stay home to look after their animals and accept it as 
part of their responsibility.   Sadly it is also a time when 
some people surrender their pets to the pound or SPCA 
but I would like to think those people are in the minor-
ity.  It seems inconceivable that this can be done to a 
loyal and trusted friend. 
Christmas can often bring opportunities for new pet 
ownership.  A cute puppy or kitten is hard to resist but 
it comes with a 10 to 15 year commitment which 
should be understood at the start.  Puppies can grow 
into large unruly dogs and kittens into full grown inde-
pendent cats who do not have the same appeal.   When 
a pet approaches the end of its life, it needs extra care 
and consideration and its behaviour may change due to 
discomfort or disability.  It can also be a time to make a 
hard decision to have the pet euthanized if it is suffer-
ing which is always distressing. 
 So once again, I would like to emphasise that pet own-
ership should be taken very seriously.  It is a substantial 
emotional, physical and financial commitment and 
should be accepted as such.  Our pets spend their lives 
devoted to their owners and deserve to be happy and 
well cared for.  It is an opportunity for an amazing rela-
tionship  which can be enriching and satisfying to own-
ers and animals alike. 
  
Susan Mott 
Animal Behaviourist 
03 9700952 



 

 

      ANIMALS 

 

 
LAMB & EWE DRENCHING TIME 
 

Lambs  
 
Young stock are more susceptible to the effects of a 
worm burden than adult stock and are less able to 
control a worm burden for themselves until their 
immune system matures at around twelve months 
of age.  Lambs are more affected by tapeworm than 
adult stock and therefore should be drenched with a 
good quality drench with a tapeworm claim.  There 
are many drenches that state they kill tapeworm but 
only control the segments, leaving the head behind 
to keep producing segments and more eggs.  Only a 
drench containing praziquantel will kill both the seg-
ments and the head of tapeworm.  Trials using 
drenches containing praziquantel have shown that 
treating lambs for both tapeworm and roundworm 
can have a significant effect on growth rates com-
pared to animals treated for roundworm only. 
As a guide for lambs: 
Drenching should start at weaning (or earlier if 
showing signs of parasitism) 
During times of high worm burden and when pas-
ture is low to the ground use either a long acting 
capsule or drench at 4—6 weekly intervals with a 
tape drench. 
Ensure lambs are protected during Haemonchus 
Contortus (Barbers Pole) risk period with a drench 
that has a persistent activity claim.  (Usually Dec—
May but may occur outside of these months) 
Drench when you perceive a need, i.e. the sheep 
appears to be suffering from parasitism or better 
still drop off a fresh dung sample to the clinic and 
have Mike carry out a faecal egg count 

 
Sheep 
 
Healthy well grown adult stock are able to control a 
worm burden for themselves, however there is evi-
dence to show that a pre-lambing drench will have 
benefits to both the ewe and her lamb. If a worm 
burden is reduced at this time the ewe will have 
more resources to put into her developing lamb,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

maintaining condition and lactating. 
The frequency of adult sheep drenching depends on 
many factors; the health of the animal, the level of 
worm burden on the pasture, the length of the pas-
ture, number of stock and worm resistance status of 
the property. 
 
As a guide for healthy well grown adult 
sheep: 
 
Drench pre lambing using a combination drench or 
drench capsule. 
Drench during Haemonchus Contortus (Barbers 
Pole) risk period with a drench that has a persistent 
activity claim.  (Dec—May but may occur outside of 
these months) 
Drench when you perceive a need i.e. showing signs 
of parasitism or once again drop off a fresh dung 
sample to the clinic and have Mike carry out a faecal 
egg count. 
 
Recommended Sheep Drenches 
The following quality drenches are available from 
Town & Country Vet in convenient 1 Litre packs or 
larger commercial sized amounts 
 
Matrix Hi Min.    Mineralised, three way combina-
tion (3 drench families) oral drench.  Use for Quar-
antine, adult stock and pre lambing drenches. 
 
Switch Hi Min   Mineralised two way combination 
(2 drench families) oral drench. Next best drench to 
the “gold standard” Matrix Hi Min. 
First Drench.  Mineralised, two way combination 
plus praziquantel oral drench.  Use for lambs. 
Genesis Ultra Oral Hi Min.  Mineralised Abamec-
tin plus Closantel with 42 days persistent activityr 
Haemonchus Contortus (Barbers pole). 



 

 

Merry Christmas and a happy 

and safe New Year!! 



 

 

PANZ – Pastel Artists of New Zealand 
 

Unbelievable! Another year has flown by and the pastel 

painters are winding down ready for a Christmas break.  
There are no Tuesday sessions in Mapua Hall during De-
cember and January but that doesn’t mean no painting. 
There is homework! The ‘Christmas Challenge’ is a fun 
project with the mixed and inspired offerings being 
brought to the first gathering in February for scrutiny, 
praise and giggles. 
I hardly dare say it, but preparations for next April’s Na-
tional Art Awards and Convention are still on track and 
we are staying calm!  Glenys is working extremely hard 
supported by her small, but perfectly formed committee 
and we now have all members of PANZ Nelson signing up 
for various tasks that need to be undertaken before and 
during the big event. 
Fundraising continues.  CD-sized desk-top calendars fea-
turing our own artwork are being sold for $10 each, per-
fect for the Christmas stocking and plenty left if you 
would like one (or several).  A quiz night, organised in 
conjunction with the Sprig and Fern, Mapua rattled the 
grey cells but was fun and brought in some welcome 
funds. 
In recent weeks we have yet again enjoyed painting the 
‘Big Picture’.  The artist chosen to be ‘chopped into 
pieces’ was Rita Angus and her identity was guessed  
 
 

 
 
 

 
correctly before her painting was re-assembled.  This  
event is always popular and the final result shows how 
accurately the individual portions are reproduced.  An-
other ‘Big Picture’ will feature during the Convention 
weekend next April; registered members of PANZ will 
have the opportunity for half an hour of messy fun! 
With great cunning, I will be away for the final session in 
November, a working bee to prepare the panels used for 
hanging our artwork.  Sanding the boards, filling holes 
and generally getting dust up the nose seems like a good 
one to miss!  But with equally great timing, I will be back 
for our Christmas party on Tuesday 1 December.  Ron 
Oliver has kindly agreed to host our annual bash at his 
house in Kina.  Always a festive occasion where we can 
let our hair down over a glass of wine and a barbecue 
and make artistic resolutions for the year ahead. 
On behalf of all the members of PANZ Nelson may I wish 
you a very happy Christmas and health and good cheer 
throughout 2016. 
If you want to find out more about pastels and the PANZ 
art group in Mapua visitors are always welcome. Just call 
into the Community Hall on a Tuesday morning between 
9 a.m. and 12 noon when you see the PANZ board out-
side.  Or contact Glenys Forbes on 540 3388 for more 
information. 
Sue England (540 2934) 



 

 

‘Being Mortal’ is the latest collection 
of work from two exciting Nelson Art-
ists. Cate Murphy and Soph’ Holt 
create very different work, Cate 
paints on objects and Soph on Ce-
ramics but together it couldn’t be 
more complimentary. 
 
This joint exhibition offers a new op-
portunity to access Soph’s new 
range of Vessels that are fresh from 
the kiln in Riwaka alongside her 
popular ceramic circles. 
 
Cate has a large collection of vintage 
and retro saws that she has cleverly 
adorned with her signature graphic, 
folk style imagery. 
 
Being Mortal is an exhibition about 
life, it is open, frank and fun. 
 
The energy and dedication to deliv-
ering a beautiful show reflects in 
these artists lust for life. It is visually 
beautiful, conceptually authentic and 
brilliantly executed. 

 
 All Welcome. 

 
More information contact Fleur 
Woods. info@woodsandco.nz 

mailto:info@woodsandco.nz


 

 

The Mapua Makers Market 
 

The Mapua Makers Market is a contemporary 
craft fair held four times a year in the Mapua 
Hall. This market has been running for several 
years and was the brainchild of local artists 
Lynn Price and Sally Reynolds. They wanted to 
have an indoor market that emphasised art and 
craft. Their focus was on handmade, good qual-
ity products, made with love, by talented mak-
ers. Over the years the market has proved to be 
highly successful.  
 
Earlier this year Lynn and Sally decided they 
wanted to focus on their craft so stepped back 
from organising the market. They handed the 
reins over to Vikki Heays and Miriam Clark who 
ran their first market in September. This was an 
overwhelming success and received great feed-
back from the public attending and the stall-
holders. Based on this success subsequent 
markets have been organised for 6 December 
and 17 January.  
 
Vikki and Miriam are really excited about the 
Mapua Makers Market showcasing the regions 
diverse and innovative crafting talents. Vikki 
bubbles with enthusiasm when discussing the 
market, ‘We really want the markets to be dy-
namic and vibrant featuring high quality afford-
able products. Our emphasis is on traditional 
crafts but with a modern and funky feel. We’re 
not afraid to think outside of the box and try 
something and someone new’.  
 
The Mapua Makers Market has several points 
of difference. It is an indoor market, entry is free 
and it features an eclectic array of crafters, 
many of whom do not exhibit elsewhere. This 
market provides a real opportunity to see some-
thing new and unique. The upcoming December 
and January Markets includes a fabulous range 
of unique handmade goodies, including       
beautiful items crafted from fabric, wool, wood, 
glass and paper, alongside handmade skincare 
products, clothing, homewares, candles, jewel-
lery and mosaics. Some are very quirky but all 
are gorgeous and lovingly 
handmade.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Buskers, in the form of harpists, create a re-
laxed atmosphere ideal for browsing and shop-
ping.  The Naked Bun Café in Mapua is right 
next door for those who want to grab a coffee or 
a bite to eat. The Mapua Makers Market is offer-
ing a giveaway of goodies from the stallholders 
to one lucky member of the public who attends 
the December market.  
 
The Mapua Makers Markets run from 10 am 

to 3 pm on 6 December and 17 January.  
 

Please direct any enquires to the Mapua Makers 
Market facebook page: www.facebook.com/

MapuaMakersMarket.  
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/MapuaMakersMarket
http://www.facebook.com/MapuaMakersMarket


 

 



 

 



 

 

Summer Meditation Retreat 

At Chandrakirti Meditation Centre 

289 Sunrise Valley Rd - Upper Moutere 

Sunday 3rd January 2016 – 5pm start to 
Wednesday 13th January – 12.00pm finish 

With Ven. Tenzin Tsapel 

A ten day meditation retreat on calm abiding. Everyone can experience 

benefits from meditation. Calm abiding meditation, or shamatha, is a 

method for bringing peace and stillness to our minds through mindfulness 

and awareness. This type of meditation provides a foundation for all other 

meditation practice, regardless of religion or spiritual tradition. 

Australian nun Venerable Tenzin Tsapel was the resident teacher at 

Chandrakirti Meditation Centre from mid 2007 to 2010. She left to do a two 

year, solitary shamatha retreat in Australia. Tsapel pursued her Buddhist interests when she was 26 and took ordina-

tion with His Holiness the Dalai Lama in 1985. She helped establish the Chenrezig Nuns Community, initiated its full 

time Basic Program, and gave teachings. She has also taught and led retreats at centres in Australia, New Zealand 

and Mongolia. 

All course materials and vegetarian meals are included in the fee of: $450 – students discounts apply. Camping/

accommodation and transport to the Centre can be arranged for extra cost. 

For booking s and information: 543 2021 or www.chandrakirti.co.nz 

http://www.chandrakirti.co.nz/


 

 

       FOOD  

STRESSFREE LIGHT CHRISTMAS PUDDING 

225gm dried apricots, chopped and soaked in boiling water, 

1 cup each of flour, raw sugar, breadcrumbs, grated butter 

or shreddo, 2 tablespoons golden syrup, 450g mixed fruit,  

1 cup milk, 1 teaspoon baking soda (mixed in a little water), 

½ cup sherry or other such as brandy. 

 

Drain apricots, mix all ingredients together and stand   

overnight. 

 

Next day place in a steaming bowl and steam for 5 hours. 

If you don’t have steaming bowl use a metal or crockery 

bowl.  Fill, leaving a good size gap at the top.  Cover with 

baking paper then tinfoil – tie on with string, place in a 

large pot.  I put water 1/3 up the side of the bowl with a 

dishcloth on the base, pop a lid on and top up with water 

often. 

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Soo Gee 



 

 

      Gardening 

Our speaker Richard Easton gave an in-depth dis-

cussion on the production, picking and exporting of 

Peonies. In 1993 Richard decided to look at what 

they could do commercially to coincide with having 

workers in the packing sheds during their apple sea-

son and found that Peonies were a viable option.  

Sir Peter Elwood was one of the first pioneers with 

Peonies but the tubers were not available in vol-

ume however Mr Archer – Woodend at DSIR grew 

different varieties which were imported from the 

USA (quarantined) planted, grown in clay soils that 

slowly expanded to 25,000 tubers in the ground. In 

the 90’s there were 8 growers exporting now there 

are 160 growers regionally. The Nelson weather is 

also an advantage particularly the coastal areas 

where the winter chill and warm coastal breezes 

are advantageous growing conditions. 

Plant in the winter on clay soils. Avoid shady wet 

soils. Weed c 

 

You can control  weeds, particularly couch & mal-

low  with Round Up. Rye grass has a resistance to 

Round Up and needs to be dug up by hand. Fertil-

iser is dependent on trace elements required but 

for extra stem length use Nitrogen, Potassium. Ni-

trophoska . Blue TE works wonders for the foliage. 

Once the Peonies have finished flowering spray 

with fungicide, hand fertilise prior to Xmas and run 

2 lines of string down the length of the rows be-

cause of the height of the stems. Chop off at 

ground level and burn. After 10 – 12 years you 

should lift and divide. Flowers are picked when the 

head feels like marshmallow. They come into the 

sheds in specially built trailers and within 5 minutes 

of picking are sized and sorted into colours .  Rogue 

plants  are taken out and inspect ed for fungal dis-

ease . then  the diameter of the head size is meas-

ured  using a wooden template.  Next the stem 

length is cut to 60cm or 40cm. The boxes are lined 

with newsprint and tissue paper is placed for the 

heads with freeze gel packs going into the middle 

where the stems meet. They are packed 2 buckets 

of flowers at a time (one each end of the box). 

There are between 35 – 120 in the box, then it is 

documented and tabulated with information for 

transport to the exporter. Tasman Chill Freight pick 

up and Big Truck Liners from Invercargill to Auck-

land. Trucked all the way to Auckland checked by 

biosecurity into aircraft containers around the 

world. Preferred colours for export are Sara Bern-

hard (Bowl of Cream) & Madam Clautane) Bridal 

Showers and Corals. Florists like a standard stem 

length of 60cm and most prefer a greater percent-

age of greenery left on the stems.  

An extremely informative discussion – many thanks 

Richard for taking time from your extremely busy 

schedule to come and talk to our group.  Brian on 

behalf of the club gave a token of our appreciation. 

Regards 

Judy Sisam 



 

 

Books wanted for Sarau Festival 2016 

Please call Sharon  

543 2814 

Leave message on answer phone 

Border Collie pups 

 - ready early December 

 - Philip 9700 715  

or 021 372 282  



 

 



 

 

    HEALTH 



 

 



 

 

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available at 

www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the-grapevine courtesy of the 

Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff. 

Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been constructed 

by volunteers:Susan Brennan, Tanya Doty, Beverley Sellers, Sharon 

Beuke,  Avril Stephens, Hilary Willliams and Heather Eggers. Views ex-

pressed are not necessarily those of the voluntary editors and no responsi-

bility is taken! 


