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From just $15 per hour enjoy private use of our 

heated indoor pool. 30 degrees + even if it’s 

freezing outside! Perfect for some private exer-

cise, a family swim, or a children’s party. 

RECREATION 

A Word from the Chairman 

It has been a great year for recovery and 
expansion at the Community Centre. 

We feel we have put the worst of last year well behind 
us now and the Centre is always bustling with activity. 
Our great staff and hugely supportive community have 
made it all possible and we end the year in a strong fi-
nancial position, with a whole lot of new gear and im-
proved facilities, dedicated staff and an enthusiastic 
Board . It is a pleasure to be involved ! 
The greater Moutere Hills community is indeed very 
fortunate to have such  a massive facility , and we look 
forward to another big year . So drop in find out what's 
going on , join a club and join the Gym ...get out there 
and just do it !! 
Many thanks for all the support we have had.  
 
Philip Leith (Chairman) 
 

 

Rangers Rugby Football Club 

RANGERS SUMMER TOUCH – Tuesdays Nights 

6pm 

To keep up your fitness for the off season, or just to have a bit of a 

fun run around, every Tuesday night at 6pm at our home grounds 

at the Moutere Hills Community Centre Rangers Rugby Club run 

a friendly game of touch which is open to anyone and everyone to 

join in. Cost is just a gold coin which goes towards the club fund-

raising. Feel free to bring along the kids as well and we can get 

them having a throw around of the rugby ball too!! 

 

Don’t forget to keep up to date with what is happening 

with the club by checking out our facebook page RANG-

ERS RUGBY CLUB. 
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From the Moutere Hills 

Residents Association 

Go to our website to read more on 

The Proposed Waimea 

Dam  

And How It Will Affect You 

 
Did you know 30% of the dam is to be paid for by the 

whole district? 

 

 This would mean $97 - $129 per year rates in-

crease for each and every property - whether you 

benefit from the dam or not. 

 And guess what: this will be more if the dam costs 

more. 

 Read about suggestions for lowering the cost of 

the dam and funding alternatives. 

 See the MHRA's submissions on the issue. 

 Make your voice heard now. 

Also: see the results from our water supply survey!  

           COMMUNITY 



7 

7  

Shoot ! Shoot! Shoot! 
Photographers – new, experienced, young 
and old it’s time to think about your entry 
into the Sarau Festival’s photographic 
competition!  Sunday February 1 is the 
date - but it’s not too early to begin shoot-
ing! 

There are 5 categories – Life in the Moutere, 
Life outside the Moutere, Digitally Enhanced, 
Under 15, and Sarau Festivity photos from 
previous years. 

 Check out the details on 
www.sarauestival.co.nz.  Prizewinners will re-
ceive accolades and a package of Moutere 
goodies.   And there’ll be a special prize for 
the youngsters. 

Entries may be left at Motueka’s i site or the 
Moutere Hills Community Centre until 3pm 
26

th
 January.  From there they will be perused 

by our judge, Lisa Ball, ready for display and 
prize giving  at the festival on Sunday 1

st
 Feb-

ruary at Sarau 2015! 

http://www.sarauestival.co.nz


8 

8  

Rural Women have for years been calling for Home Support workers to 

be paid for the time they spend travelling between clients. We are very 

pleased that an agreement has been signed that will lead to support work-

ers being paid for this time. This is particularly important for rural home 

support workers who often travel long distances between jobs. Currently 

that travel time is unpaid, while mileage is either not reimbursed or only 

in part depending on the provider. 

  

Many Rural Women members are busy knitting or crocheting poppies to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of New Zealand soldiers who died in 

World War One. The goal is to make one red ‘Flanders’ poppy for each 

soldier lost in the Great War – 18,166 total. These will be displayed at the 

National Army Museum in the memorial area. 

  

Join our Rail Trail Challenge April 2015. This is the fifth assault of the 

world famous Otago Central Rail Trail by Rural Women NZ members 

and friends with participants biking or walking the route between 17 April 

and 19 April 2015. During the Challenge the planning committee will be 

raising funds for the Blind Foundation and their work within our rural 

communities. Registrations close on 30 November 2014. Email –

macaulay.p@xtra.co.nz 

  

Another knitting project this year has been to knit baby singlets  which 

have been given to Plunket and maternity hospitals for distribution to 

newborn babies throughout the country. Two baby singlets were also sent 

to the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge in honour of the birth of Prince 

George. 

  

Locally our branch has enjoyed our group meetings with outings and visit-

ing speakers and plan to end the year with a meal out. 

RURAL WOMEN 

mailto:macaulay.p@xtra.co.nz
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Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies. This issue has been constructed 

by volunteers: Tanya Doty, Beverley Sellers, Sharon Beuke,  Avril 

Stephens, Hilary Williams and Heather Eggers. Views expressed are not 

necessarily those of the voluntary editors and no responsibility is taken! 

MAPUA BOWLING CLUB 

THE WRITE BIAS 
 
It was a great opening to our season on the 8th of November with 24 members en-
joying the first games on our new turf followed by a drink or two and an impressive 
afternoon tea. The members were certainly pleased to have the new green ready for 
play after spending many hours working on the green replacement over the winter 
months. Hats off to greenkeeper, Ben Whitten and his band of loyal volunteer help-
ers for a job well done. Ben was given the honour of rolling the first bowl on the new 
green. 
 
The Club has teams involved in various Nelson area competitions. The President’s 
Trophy matches have got off to a superb start with three good wins out of three 
games. The Wednesday evening interclub junior 

pairs team also started the season with a win. A 
team of four men and four women is also entered 

to play in the annual Town and Country completion. Go Country!  
 
League Bowling started again on Monday 24 November at 6 p.m. These ses-
sions are open to new and existing bowlers with both friendly and competitive 
play. There is no need to pre-book; just turn up on a Monday evening and give 
it a go. Flat-soled shoes are essential to protect the green, but there are plenty 
of sets of bowls to borrow at the club and the bar is always open. Why not give 
it a try? 
 

For information about bowling, coaching or booking the clubhouse and facili-

ties please call Secretary Jean Daubney (543 2765) or President Michael Busby 

(544 6325) 

 Michael Forrest, Sue England and Ben Whitten in action on 

Opening Day.  

Greenkeeper, Ben Whitten, rolls first bowl on 

the new green.  
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                CHILDREN 

 

Hi my name is Nickie Hodgkinson and I have been the 

Manager at Country Kids for over 12 years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am very lucky to be part of the teaching team and I get 

to spend a little time in all the different programmes.  I 

am passionate about learning and teaching and am privi-

leged to be part of children’s learning and development.  

Our families of past and present are all friendly and wel-

coming and quickly become part of our learning commu-

nity. 

We have been embracing Spring at Country kids and cele-

brating the changes in the weather from one day to the 

next. 

On the warmer days we have been exploring with water. 

We have had water in the water trough, the sandpit with 

baking and road works and even making swimming pools.  

We have begun our paddock walks again and children are 

learning about safety, changes to the environment and 

also physical challenges through over, under and around 

different obstacles. 

We have spent more time outside, practising our ball 

skills, different styles of painting, including lots of messy 

play (my favourite). 

We are also getting ready to take part in our first Country 

Kids Santa Parade.  The children in J4kids have been mak-

ing costumes and decorating signs ready for the big 

event.  So watch out for us on the night.  Motueka Santa 

Parade on Friday 28/11/14. 

 

KIDZ KLUB AFTER 3 
OSCAR ACTIVITY PROGRAMMES 

 

‘WHERE KIDS HAVE FUN’ 

 
 

We provide a CYF approved quality OSCAR school holiday programme in 
Mapua and an after school programme in 

 Upper Moutere. 
 

For more information contact Cindus  
03 543 2033 / 027 358 7233 

 Kidzklubbafter3@gmail.com’ 
 

OUR XMAS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME WILL RUN FROM  
16 -19 DEC AT THE UPPER MOUTERE SCHOOL HALL 

 

OUR SUMMER HOLIDAY PROGRAMME WILL BE RUNNING IN MAPUA 
FROM THE 12 JAN – 30 JAN 2015 

Old friends pass away, new friends ap-

pear. It is just like the days. An old day 

passes, a new day arrives. The impor-

tant thing is to make it meaningful: a 

meaningful friend - or a meaningful day. 

Dalai Lama 

mailto:Kidzklubbafter3@gmail.com
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/d/dalai_lama.html
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December already, a busy time of 

the year with a lot of people looking 

forward to a well deserved holiday 

and some family time- we wish you 

a Merry Christmas and a happy 

2015, be safe and enjoy every mo-

ment of your holiday and the fes-

tive season. 

At Harakeke we are so excited and preparations are in full 

swing for some enjoyable and relaxing time with our families, 

the Harakeke whānau at our by now traditional Christmas 

Camp at Kina Reserve. It is such a special time and makes 

everyone slow down.  

In our vision statement we say that we will share with parents 

the role of nurturing and educating their children through the 

development of trust, security and loving relationships and this 

camp experience,  spending 2 nights and days together, is a 

really great way of getting to know each other better and  

learning more about parents’ aspirations for their children and 

how we can support them best. 

Our vision statement also talks about a happy,  healthy, 

peaceful and sustainable environment that nurtures both peo-

ple and nature. Before we can expect the new generation to 

begin looking after the environment, they need to fall in love 

with it...and camping at the beach surrounded by nature is a 

great way to do just that, sharing this experience with parents 

and siblings, educators and sometimes even with extended fam-

ily is just wonderful. 

We endeavour to take our commitment to work in collabora-

tion with parents seriously, to  listen and respond  to family’s 

requests. Trying our best to provide the services they identified 

as needed led us to enrol a couple of 2 and a half year old 

children towards the middle of the year. In general the decision 

was very positive;  yet it presented us also with some challenges 

in order to maintain and remain true to our philosophy, our 

curriculum and vision for our 3 to 5 year old children. 

As a consequence we have developed a special programme for 2 

to 3 year old children and it is with great pleasure that we are 

now also welcoming this age group to Harakeke.  

This programme will start in the beginning of 2015 when we 

reopen again at the 13th of January, just a month before our 

5th birthday (watch the space for more on that great celebra-

tion in the next issue). 

Ka kite, Your Harakeke team 

     www.harakeke.org.nz 
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The Grant’s 

Conundrum 

Good stuff for sale 

Our little shop has been creating a lot of local interest and we want to thank you all 

for your support and encouragement.  It’s been so good to catch up with many 

people we haven’t seen for a while and to meet others we have not crossed paths 

with before.  What a very special community we have here and in the wider 

Moutere Hills area. Please feel welcome to continue visiting our little Conundrum 

shop whenever you can. 

We have also had visitors from as far South as Christchurch, as far North 

as Auckland and many places in between, as well as a few tourists 

from Australia.  So, after just 9-half-days of being open, things are looking very 

promising for our little enterprise.  

We will be restocking our shelves with pre-loved items as needed and as Christmas 

approaches our range of new accessories and gifts is being extended. 

Keith has constructed a few very cool hanging, Bird Feeders made from some of 

the big glass power-line insulators.  I’ve made some lovely crystal Rainbow-Maker 

Sun Catchers.  And we have extended our popular range of Jute Market Bags to 

include, Jute Wine Bags - just the thing to pop your locally purchased bottle of wine 

into for gift giving. 

Our daughter Sharyn’s range of “by grace” fashion jewellery and hand crafted cards 

are proving to be very popular too.  Sharyn has recently opened an online shop 

athttp://bygrace.felt.co.nz  so you now have a great way to put family and friends 

outside the Moutere area in touch with her fabulous “by grace” products. 

We have decided to open Conundrum on the following 
days:       Thursdays     11am           to  6:30pm 

                Fridays          11:am          to  2:30pm 

                Saturday        11:30am      to  5pm 

                Sunday          11:30am      to  5pm 

 

We will be closed on Christmas Day and sometimes, for special 

family events, we may open later or close earlier than adver-

tised.  During Summer we may extend our open hours on some of the 

balmy evenings. 

We wish you all a joyous, safe and very blessed Christmas. And a 

happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  

Joyce & Keith Grant 

Phone:  (03) 5432 764           Mobile or Text:  027 417 9862 

Email   joyce_grant@xtra.co.nz 

http://bygrace.felt.co.nz/
http://bygrace.felt.co.nz/
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      ANIMALS 

 

 
 

         

Hello Animal Lovers 
  
Again we have reached the end of another year and amazingly it is 
again close to Christmas. 
  
This is the last Grapevine for 2014 and for many thoughts turn to 
holidays and the Summer break.  However careful consideration 
should always be given to our animal companions.  All they know is 
that their family may be going away.   For many animals this is a dis-
turbing and distressing time, they are used to their routine and, cer-
tainly the relationship with their owners and find long separations 
difficult.   It is something that should be considered carefully by each 
pet owner.  There are many options: having someone come to the 
home and feed the animals; sending the pets to boarding facilities or 
passing them onto friends or family to look after.   Undoubtedly what-
ever the decision it will affect the behaviour of the animal and it is 
likely they will show stress symptoms.  Dogs will howl or bark, dig or 
try to jump out, cats will be agitated, destructive, run away or hide or 
meow and other animals will be more restless.  Every year hundreds 
of pets are left behind when owners go away and for many it is a 
distressing experience, particularly for older animals.  Careful thought 
should be given by owners to make sure the animal feels as secure 
as possible.  There is also the option of taking the dog or cat with 
you.  Many holiday destinations cater for this and it is worth investi-
gating.  In any event the pets favourite blanket, basket, etc. should be 
with the pet and their favourite toy or something with the owner’s 
scent on it which is familiar. 
  
Every pet is a loyal part of the family and should be respected as 
such for every day of the year.  I would like to wish all animal lovers a 
very merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
  
Susan Mott Animal Behaviourist  03970 0952 

 

MOUTERE HILLS VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE 

A quiet time on the Brigade front so far with just 

one call out on November 5th; vegetation fire 

Marsden Valley, Stoke. 

The brigade is currently looking for new members 
so please step forward if you would like to be part 
of a valuable community team... 
   
Contact Fred Ewers    0210316615                
Alan Rankin   5432862 

 
PET AND FARM SITTING 

Pets , Horses and Farm Animals cared for 
while you are away 

  
Experienced and Reliable 

                                                    
                                                    

  Phone Diana  036155018      
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      ANIMALS 
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       FOOD  

 

Soo Gee gives us something tasty to serve up to your summer 

guests: 

BARBARA’S PATE 

350g chicken livers, 1 egg, 1/4 cup sherry, 2-3 cloves gar-

lic, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg, 1/4 teaspoon 

ground cloves, 2 tablespoons fresh chopped herbs (thyme and 

one other for me), 1/2 teaspoon ground pepper, 500g sau-

sage meat. 

Put the above 9 ingredients in the kitchen whiz and process.  

Then add sausage meat by dropping in small balls with whiz 

working, blend until well mixed.   

Grease a loaf tin and line with approximately 250g bacon, 

leaving the ends over the edge.  Spoon the pate into the dish, 

smooth with a wet knife and fold the bacon over the top.  

Cover with tine foil and put into a water bath. Eg; loaf tine 

standing in a dish of water).  Bake at 160c for 1 1/2 hours. 

Cool in tin.  I slice into 5cm slices and freeze some, but will 

keep for a week or so in the fridge. 



17 

17  

 

      Gardening 

COASTAL GARDEN GROUP MEETING  

6TH NOVEMBER  

We had a very informative and enjoyable afternoon 
listening to our two guest speakers who spoke on the 
Great White Butterfly infestation and producing 
queen bees for breeders. 

Jane from Department of Conservation outlined 
when the Great White Butterfly first appeared 
around 2010 in the Nelson area.  It possibly origi-
nated from Spain in a container at the Port.  Effects 
could be devastating for our beef/dairy/market gar-
dens and endangered species such as native brassicas, 
red hills cushion cress.  GWB staff at DOC have 
been extremely vigilant and with the help from the 
public have radically reduced the numbers of butter-
fly on properties around Nelson. 

Our second speaker Matt Davidson spoke about how 
he started his business producing queen bees what it 
entails and the various processes to end up with 
queen bees.   He has been providing them to breed-
ers for 22 years. Matt mentioned how Manuka 
Honey with high UMF is highly sort after and com-
manding high prices.  An enlightening  discussion 
followed with many questions from members. 
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SUPER SPIFFING CHRISTMAS 

SHOW!   
 

This Christmas something spiffing is being cooked up at the Playhouse, by a 

cast of tip top locals, for your entertainment!  

Over the past two months a group of locals have come together from around 

the region, made of various ages and theatre backgrounds, 

to bring life to a 

new show, " Upton Abbey", written and directed by Saramea Waterman. The show 

is a Christmas  murder mystery spectacular that is absolutely Christmas cwackers , 

with a heap of outrageous characters that just aren't quite cricket! It is written as a 

type of spoof of the British period dramas such as "Downton Abbey and Blackad-

der", with some recognizable characters, clever twists and turns and a most un-

usual Christmas choir!!  

Set in Christmas 1919, Upton Abbey is at breaking point Lord Egg 'n' Ham an-

nounces at the servants Christmas Ball -  maybe murder could be the only solu-

tion? With bodies littering the stage from the start, and some actors playing up to 6 parts, it will keep you guessing and amused from curtains 

open!  

The cast have been focusing on acting techniques of "panto" & "caricature". They are from ages 14 to mid 60's with accents from Queens Eng-

lish to Scotland and Yorkshire: this has been a real challenge for the whole team. "It has been a delight to watch the script I wrote being 

brought to such vivid colours by this committed team and the expertise of the local people making up the production crew on costume, set, 

props, sound and lighting, has been invaluable!"  

 
The whole evening is aimed at giving the audience a great Christmas party, with crackers for everyone, photos with Santa and disco after! "It 

would be great to see local people come and support what we have been doing and share some extra special Christmas spirit with us! 

Relax, let us take the stress out of it for you and  provide all the fun  and spanking your Christmas party would ever need! !! 

Just ph :  03 540 2985 to book  then make payment via internet banking to confirm your tickets,  

S L waterman   anz abnk   06 0889 0300824 02   STATE YOUR SURNAME/ NUMBER OF TICKETS BUYING/ DATE OF SHOW 
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The Blackcurrant Cooking Challenge is on!  

Locals from Upper Moutere have had their fair share of prizes in past years. We 

have invited foodies from near and far to take up the challenge and show us what they can do 

with blackcurrants. Whether it’s a trusted family recipe or something experimental, there’s a 

category for your entry. Don’t let the townies take all the prizes, go to www.saraufestival.co.nz 

or visit the Sarau Festival facebook page for more details.  Make it with blackcurrants and 

make it memorable! 
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Sunday Meditations 10 am—11.30 am Every Sunday with 

Geshe JampaTharchin Followed by complimentary community 

lunch. Everyone welcome – no experience needed  Last Sunday 

Mediation for 2014  - 7th December. 
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DOVEDALE COUNTRY AFFAIR. 
Sunday 15th February 2015. 

Stall applications available now. 
$25-00 for site and $50-00 for food sites. 

Ph Ann Win 5433832 or email 
evanannwin@ruralinzone.net. 

SARAU FESTIVAL  

NEEDS YOU !! 

Please come along and help 

out at our working bees on Saturday 31 January 

and Monday 2 February from 9.30am on either or 

both days…we cannot manage without volunteer 

labour – there are tasks for young and not so 

young, and for strong and not so strong! 

On Festival Day – we need volunteers to join our fantastic 
team.  Please contatct Jenny 03 9700 715 or 

jenny@saraufestival.co.nz.  No offer is ever turned away! 

The Social Group meets at the Sunday School Hall (Upper 

Moutere Lutheran Church) on Thursday  

afternoons at 1.30pm each fortnight.  Join in games and 

cards. Enjoy our afternoon of fun and fellowship.  

*We will start again  on Thursday  2nd January 2015* 

All welcome.   Contact Brian or Lois Eggers  ph 5432 871. 

Please be aware that many of the rural road speed limits will 

be changing from the beginning of December—take heed—

they’re there to help make our roads and community safer for 

all. 

mailto:evanannwin@ruralinzone.net
mailto:jenny@saraufestival.co.nz

