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HOME AGAI

Q: Where did you go?

A: We started in England, where we both have relatives, and from
there we went to Spain, France, Italy, Hungary, Croatia, Slovenia,
Austria, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Germany.

Q: What were your favourite places?

A: Hossegor in France and San Sebastian in Spain for the great
surfing; Split in Croatia for making a great group of friends and
going out on the town; Zadar in Croatia for the massive diving
board, swimming all day and the sea organ that plays different
tunes as the water pushes through the holes. Watching the Palio
horse race in Siena was amazing. We waited four hours to hold our
spot.

Q: How did you get around?

A: We weren't going to take our Penny Boards originally but it was
the best decision we made, as we used them every day. We skated
from one end of Paris to another and rode them 11km to the beach
in Montpellier. If we weren't using them for transport, we'd still
go for a skate for something to do. We mostly went by bus between
towns, and sometimes train. When we arrived, we'd Google what
to do and ask the hostel receptionist.

Q: What was the best food you tried?

A: Qur own cooking! We made shepherd’s pie and awesome jacket
potatoes with tuna or bacon. Eating in and eating out was about
50:50. We tried some amazing pastries in France and got addicted
to coffee in Italy.

Q: Where did you stay along the way?
A: It was mostly hostels and a few Air B&Bs, including a fantastic

.

Upper Moutere 19-year-old mates Matt
Dicks and Hal Sellers recently returned from
a four-month OE to Europe. We asked them [}
about their trip.

stay with a retired French couple in their family home. We took
our tents with us but only camped once when doing a tramp in
Plitvice Lakes National Park in Split.

Q: What was the biggest challenge?
A: Each other! Just joking—we got on fine. The transport strike
in France stopped us seeing some of the stuff we wanted to, but
otherwise everything went smoothly. Each city we went to, we'd
each buy a badge pin and sometimes we'd spend hours going in
and out of shops searching for them.

Q: Any funny moments?

A: Taking Matt to hospital in Rome with 1,000 itchy bed bug bites.
The wait was so long, we gave up. And the time we met a Hungarian
guy on our travels. We told him our names and that we were Kiwis
and he said, “So, you don't have a telephone, car or computer?”
We said it wasn't that backwards in New Zealand and he said, “No,
because you are Amish.” That's when we realised he'd misheard
Hal when he introduced himself as Hamish, which is his real name.

Q: What did you get out of the experience?

A: A good time and an appreciation of New Zealand. It's a beautiful
country and there are such nice people here. The general vibe is
more laid back. It also made us want to do more travel.

Q: What next?

A: Matt is off to WelTec in Wellington to study electrical engineering
and Hal to Otago to study anthropology, history, geography and
psychology.
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PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT piRecenbel
Art walk pg 8
Thank you for advertisipg in the C}rapevingé you help us A Beearian
cover the cost of producing and delivering this free commu- _ Christmas craft
nity newsletter each month. Community 34 market pg 8
The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the month. Sports & Recreation 68 10 December
Carols in the Churgig 4
Please email your print-ready ad tod Al 10
umograpevine@hotmail.com or provide paper based, print- Kids corner o 18 December
ready copy to the Upper Moutere Store. Carols in the vineyapg 4
Animals 1315
The following prices apply for advertising 12 e sl 2009
i Community picnic and outdoor
Food & Drink 1718 movie pg 7
b Births, marriages, deat hs| g
. . .| Gardening 19 29 January 2017
b Business card size advertl|is . Sarau Festival 3
Health & Wellbeing 2122
b 1/ 4 page advertisement: $)25 . 12 February 2017
. Trade/ProfessnonaI Servic23 Dovedale Faipg 3
b 1/ 2 page advertisement: $|50list
b Ful |l page advertisement: |$9 L -

Please deposit payment (and identify it with your name) to
our account: NBS 03 1354 0229034 16.

Sending us editorial items
A MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS

We warmly welcome editorial contributions to the Grapevine
from all residents in the Moutere and Tasman regions. You

make the newsletter an interesting read! Please note that the

There is no cost to having your articles published but if you deadline for advertising in the

are telling the commumty about a comm.ermal or fundraising CIVLEANAEAY T{ LEEWBAEA ¥V EDY,i(
venture, we do appreciate a small donation to help us cover

our costsd see above for bank details. issue is the 10th of January 2017.

Archived coloured copies of the Grapevine are available Please ensure you get your articles

at  www.mouterehills.org.nz\community\the  -grapevine

. ; and/or advertisements to us in advance
courtesy of the Moutere Hills Community Centre Staff.

o o _ o of that date.
Grapevine circulation is 1300 copies.  This issue has been
constructed by volunteers: Miriam Lynch, Tanya Doty, Bever- hank
ley Sellers, Sharon Beuke, Avril Stephens and Heather Egg- Thank you.

ers.

The Grapevine team.
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the volun-

tary editors and no responsibility is taken!
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